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OBSERVATIONS, ^tf, 

CHAP. I. 

3^ Dfficnhy tf i^btaimng infortnathn in 
Turky>^CBaraSers rftbe Turks^ 

RITERS who never ftirred 
out of their own country, * and 
travdlers who have run t over 
immdiie regions with hafty and tranfitory 
pace, have given its long accounts of va* 
rious countries and people; evidently coI« 
leded from the idle report and abfard tra« 
dition of the ignorant vulgar, from whom 
only theycan have received thofe relations, 
which we fee heaped tc^ether with (b un^ 
difceming a credulity* 

The Turks have abundantly (hared 
diis treatment: without taking notice^ 

B therefore 

• Thevenot, librarian to the French king, 
was never out of Europe. Gemelli Carreri, a 
Neapdiitan gentleman, who, for many yearsi 
never quitted his chamber, during a long indIf-< 
pofition, amufed himfelf with writing a voyage 
round the world; giving charaflers of men, and 
deforiptions of countries, as if he had aduaU^ 
vifi ted them. ^ ^* 

t Tournefort, Paul Lucas, Focock, &c 
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therefore of what even the moft correft 
writers may have faid, I (hall throw out, 
fo far as reached my own knowjedg^,: 
fome fliort obfervatipns and general ftric- 
tures on the Teligior>^ lawfx government, 
and manners of that people. If what I 
advance has no other merit, it wiHat leaft 
have that of being ftridtly true. 

It is extremely difficijlt to'coriie at io-' 
fercpation in Turky;; enquiries giv^ dilf- 
guft. , The A'tahomedan.iitw is fo ftridl 
and pofitive, that it qonfines, and btnds- 
the underftandjpg of its fe£taries within 
the narrow limits of ,what the Koran 
teaches i and renders them inconverfible. 
with the reft of mankind; efpecially on 
the fubje<Sl of religion,' or. of their own 
cuftoms. Strangers who do. not, and can- 
not perfedly underftand the language, 
muft converfe by interpreters; but thefe 
dare not enter into enquiries they think 
will give the leaft offence : on thefe fiib- 
jefis therefore, they never do, nor* will 
interpret; if put to it, evafion is their re- 
fuge, and both the qyeftion they make, 
and a-nfwer they return you, will be merely 
their own. 

It may then be aiked; how are we to 
be infofm^d in Turky? I muft anfwer, 

very 
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very imperfedly. A long and continued 
pradice in that country, many connexi- 
ons and dependencies amongfl: different 
ranks of people, may, by mere chance, 
fcad us to fome truth; but certain it is, 
that we have hitherto very imperfedk ac- 
counts of their religion or of their manners. 

To trace correftly the mere outline of 
any national charader, is, I am fenfible, 
a difficult tafk -, of the Turks it is pecu- 
liarly fo: I Ihall ncverthelefs make the at- 
tempt. 

Thb Turks are in general a fagacious, 
thinking people; in the purfuit of their 
own intereft, or fortune, their attention is 
fixt on one objedt, and they perfevei-c with 
great' fteadinefs until they attain their pur- 
pofe. They are in common life feemingly 
obliging and humane, not without appear- 
ances of gratitude r perhaps all or either 
of thefe, when extended towards Chrif- 
tians, aire pradifed with a view of fome 
advantage. Intereft is their fupreme 
good; where that becomes an objed of 
competitidn, all attachment of friendfliip, 
all ties of confanguinity are diflblved ; 
they become defperate, no barrier can 
ftop their purfuit, or abate their rancour 

B 2 towadrs 



t 4 } 
twrards their corn{)6iitor8. In thtit de- 
meanor they are rathe/ hy|>ocbondriac, 
grave, iedate, and paifive:; but 'Mrhen a« 
gltated by jaaffion, furious, ragipg, iin^ 
governable; b^ with diffimulation ^ jea* 
lousj faijpidous% and vindidijire beyond. 

. con* 

* The Zonams, :famoii$ Jews, refiding at 
Conflantinople, are purveyors to tbe whole 
body of Taniflaries tbrei^ghout the empire; 
receive in their monies, fupply them with att 
neceflaries, advance cafli to their .(a)Agas, to 
all their officers, and even, to the<eonimon men» 
The father of the prefent:lZonana haid the fame 
employment; he lived to a very advanced age, 
in high reputation, and had acquired gc^t 
weight and influence with that turbtdent ror-> 
midable corps. Tiriacki Mehemet 'Pafcba, 
who, in 1746, liad the fei^Is conferred on him 
as Vizir^ raifed bimfelf from a low be^nnbg^ 
two and twenty years before he attained his 
dignity, he was an ordinary Ka^ii, or fcribc^^ 
to that militia; at which time, t>n fome dif- 
pute of intereft with Zonana, he declared, with 
violent afleveration, that if iie ever had it is 
his power, Zonana*s ihouldbetihe fiffthead he 
vwould (Irike off: in ttteBt, he ^ad been but a 
few days Vizir, before he executed his purpofe ; 
time could not mitigate his revenge ; he took 
the old man's head off even at the rifle of his 
own fecurity ; for fo great was the affedion the 

Janiffarits 

(a) Generals — or commandants; 
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conception; perpetuating rerenge from 
generation to generation. In matters of 
religion, tenacious^ fiipevcilious, and mo- 
rofe. 

Janiflaries bore Zonana^ ft was tfioughr ihis 
ad of violence might caufe a rebellion. 

Turks have been known to come from the 
frontiers of Periia into Ada minor, and Thrace^ 
to revenue the death of a grandfather, uncle, 
er couiin» many years after the oflence has 
been committed ; it is ufual for the parent to 
remind his child, the uncle his nephew, of any 
injury their family or relations have fuffered, 
and excite them continually to revenge. I wi{h 
It were not true, that in many of the Greek 
iflands, among thofe who call themfelves Chrif- 
tians, the fame pradice was not prevalent. 

The chriftian Drugamen^ or interpreters^ are 
uncommonly generous to the meancffl, themoft 
indigent Turk, treating them with deference 
and politenefs : whe» the reafon is a&ed^ they 
tell you, they havefeen fo many, from the very 
i lowed, rife to the Bigheft ftations, that it is 
necefTary to guard againft iheir revenge; in 
truth they fear tbem ; eduta^on and obferva- 
tkm lead diem to it.' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of the Mabotnedan religion — and the pil- 
grimage to Mecca. 

AMONG the many fingular and 
whimfical conceits of a * modern 
writer, we meet with pertinent remarks 
and fhrewed obfervations, not always in- 
deed merely his own ; he tells us, " that 
" to judge properly of a religion, we 
" rnuft not take it from the books of 
thofe who profefs it ; we muft fee how 
it is pradifed in a country where it is 
** eftablifhed, to know what it is; we 
*' fliall there find it a very different thing: 
** each has its traditions, peculiar inter- 
•* ptetations, cuftoms, prejudices; thefe 
*^ make the very eflence of their faith, 
*^ and thefe muft be combined with what 
*' their books profefs, before we can be 
able to judge of it.'* 






(( 



To afcertain, therefore, the true fpirit 
of Mahomedanifm, we muft appeal to an 
impartial obfervation, of the real influ- 
ence 

♦ J. J. Rouffea^, Em. Uv* iv* 
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cnce It' has on the practice of its follow- 
ers. 

The Mahomedan belief at firft fight 
appears extremely fimple : what they firft 
require from a profelyte to their religion, 
IS folely the repetition of a fliort creed : 
Allah il AUab^ Mubamed refoul Allah ; that 
is, " There is but one God, and Mahomet 
" is his Prophet.'* He is then confirmed 
by ablution and a fliort prayer, and thus 
received into the number of true believers. 
Circunicifion generally follows. 

Hence fome have pretended, and ma* 
ny might be led to think, that it is a reli- 
gion by no means claftiing violently with 
reafon ; the great bafis on which it is 
founded, being the unity of the Deity. 

But this plaufible initiation is only a firft 
ftep, from whence the convert muft plunge 
into the belief of all the abfurdities of the 
Karan^ every article of which he muft re- 
ceive as revelation from God, written rn 
heaven, and fent down by the Almighty 
in mercy to his chofcn people; he muft 
firmly .believe that repeating this revelati- 
on fo many times a year, obferving rigO'* 
roufly the faft of Ramazanf. performing 

B 4 ablutions 
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ablutions * on different parts of the body, 
carefully extending them to certain exad 
ipaces and critical proportions; going the 
pilgrimage to Mecca -, drinking a- potion of 
water, in which their prophets old robe t 
has been dipt; repeating fome, or the 
whole, of the ninety-nine names of the 
different attributes of the Deity, on a firing 
of ninety-nine beads j are all devotional 
duties^ fb efientially neceifary to a true be«- 
liever, that without them the pureft heart 
and the fincerefl: faith are inrufiicient to 
recommend him to divine favour ; thcfe 
praAices he Jikewife holds to be the effi- 
cacious and the indifpenfible means, by 
w:hich to atone for all his crimes and ira*- 
moralities. 

Such 

* A Reh Effendif or fecretary of ftate, rc- 
pute3 of great ability and learning,, fent for a 
chriftian Drugoman, or interpreter, on very ur- 
gent bufinefs; he attended, and found the fe- 
cretary deeply engaged in difpute vfith his fon<^ 
iD'^law on the important quefiion, to what ex'- 
9tSt height their hands and arxBS^. feet or legs* 
ihould be wa(hed, to render themielves truly 
acceptable to God, 

t The Grand Signior is guardian of this 

robe, he himfelf dfftributc?s the waiter arniu- 

ally after the Beiram, in fmall- phials to all 

. his courtiers^ and they to their folbwers iind 

friends. 
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Such abdirdities ixnght be looked on, 
as inventions contrived by Mahomet, mere* 

Sr to amufe and catch his ignorant and 
mple followers; They would iadeed be 
of little confequence to^ the mcaral order of 
the world, if the coneluiions dirawn from 
diem by the Turks, were not, in the hi^ 
eft degree, injurious to the reft e£ maty 
kind: for, hence they deduce, that all 
who are not of their belief^ and embraco 
not the dodtrines of their prophet, are • 
objeAs of Divine vengeanoe and abhor- 
rence ; confequently or their deteftation, 
on whom they are to execcife violence^ 
fraud,. and rapine^ 

« ■ 

Thf force and efiBgacy oF this, principle 
operates fo effedtually, that Mahomedans 
are ever ready to demonftrate their zeal 
By fpurningoQ the peribns, ravtfhing the 
property, and even deftroying the very^ 
exiftence of thofc who' pr<&f$*a different 
i^ligion. Afk them ^ tet: them be candid 
and fpeak plain, they will frankly confefs, 
that fuch. is their duty, fo they are com- 
manded, and thai they are convinced it is 
moft meritorious in the fight of God and 
bis p];^phet. 
' B 5> Their 

♦ Koran^ Sale's Edit. chap. iii. p. 50. chap. 
V. p. 83. 
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Their fuperior thirft for gold is the po- 
tent prefervative of thofeChriftiansandJews 
who live amongft them. Thefc are an in- 
exhauftiWe treafure to government; a 
fource cooftantly flowing to fupply the 
wants of multitudes, even of the power- 
ful and the ambitious:, hence therefore^ 
religious tyranny and the inveterate preju* 
dice of enthufiafm, are in fome fort fubdu- 
ed and vanqui(hed« 

The firfl efibrt of Mahomedan educa* 
tion is to root deep in the minds of their 
children, a high contempt of all other re* 
ligions; from babes they are carefully 
taught to diflinguifh them by the oppro- 
brious nameof G/^itfr;^ or InfideL 

The habit becomes fo forcible by the 
time they are men, that they can ufe no 
other term ; they follow them with it in 
every flreet, and will often affe£t pufhing 
againfl them with the utmofl contempt. 

Men of D^ity, or thofe of a rank above 
the populace, behave with feeming courtefy 
and complaifance, though often with a fort 
of flern fuperiority ; but you are fcarce 
difmifled, however civilly, before they will 
honour you with the high title of Dumus^ 

or 
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or hog, the animal they hold the moft odi- 
ous, deteftable^ and impure of the whole 
creation. 

■ r / 

Take the molt mi(erable Turk depen- 
dant on a Chriftian, one who lives by him, 
would ftarve without him; let the Chrif- 
tian require of him the falute of peace, the 
Salem Alekj or, ** Peace be with you,'* 
he would fooncr die than give it ; he would 
think himfelf abominated by God, and 
that his prbphet would look down on him 
with indignation as an ihfidei and apoftate^ 
it is referved folely for Muflulmen, true 
believers. The utmoft they dare fay, and 
many of them think it faying too much, is 
Chair oihy '* Good be with you/* 

TftE/Y'^re enjoined by their religion to 
extend it by making converts; and to 
prefs all thofe of any other, at lead three 
times to .embrace it. Some afFed a forci- 
ble and unbecoming zeal ; others more 
moderate, content themfelves with a mere 
formal rcquifition ; but either of them will 
change their tone, according as they con- 
ceive the perfon they addrefs may be ufe- 
ful to them of not. 

Trey 
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There is no command in the Koraff 
more energetic, nor held in greater ref- 
pe6l by Muflulmen, than the pilgrimage 
to Mepca. A badgij or pilgrim re always 
reckoiied regenerate ; he who has not been 
there, laments, he deplores his own fitua- 
tion in life, which has not permitted him 
to perform this duty ; and is anxious for 
tlie ftate of his foul. Thfs pilgrimage is, 
indeed, the main bafis of M^homedanifm ; 
for whoever performs it methodically, and 
omits not any part, is confident he recom- 
mends himfelf effcdtually to the favour of 
God, that he is abfoFved from all fin,; 
and rendered jpermatfently acceptable ta 

him/ :-:■:...■ — ' .v _ 
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Sfnce, therefore, an eicaft account of 
all a Turic performs at Mecca, muft give 
us as true an idea of the Mahomedan re- 
ligion, as if we ' beheld their* pr^rce ; . thris 
pilgrimage being their triain route to M- 
vation; I (hall exhrbit a (hort hiftbry .6f it; 
extradted' from the journal of a'trueMuP 
fulman, who feems to have noted down 
every part as foon as he had performed it. 

: * After the moiith: of then: faft, or 
^ the Ramaxan^ the caravan of Dalnafcu^, 
* Gompofed of the pilgrims from Europe 

* and* 
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* and Afia Minor, the Arabian, and die 

* principal one from Cairo, fet out from 
^ Mecca. They all have the^r dated trme 

* of departure, and their regular ftages. 

* That fronn Cairo begrns the journey 

* thirty days after Ramazan ; and the con- 
^ du£tors fo regulate each day'&march^ 

* that they arrive in forty days; that is^ 

* juft before the Corbauy or great Biiram 

* of facrifke* 

* Five or fix days before that feftival^ 
^ the three caravans, confiding of about 

* 200,000 men, and 300,000 beafts of 
^ burthen, unite and encamp at fome 

* miles from Mecca» 

* The pilgrimi^ form themfefves into 
fmatl detachments^ and enter the towti 
to perform the ceremonies preparatory 
to that great one of (acrifice. They are 
led throi^h a ftreet of continual afcent^ 
until ihey arrive at a gate on an emii>^ 
ence, called the Gate of Health •, from 
thence they fee the great mofche, which 
enclofcs the houfe of Abraham > they la- 
lute it with the profoundeft devotion, 
repeating twice, Salem Akk Irufoul Alla*^ 
that is, " Feace be with the Ambaffador 

of God," * Thence, at fomediftance, 
^ they mount up five fteps, to a lasge 

* platform 



f 

• 
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^ platform faced with ftone, where they 

* oflfer up their praycrs*^ Then they def- 

* cend oo the other fide of it,, and advance 
^ towards two fimilar arches^ at fome dif- 
^ tance from each other, which they pafs 
f thro' with great filence and devotion^ 

* This ceremony muft be performed feven* 

* times* 

* From hence tJiey proceed to the grear 

* molche which enclofes the houfe of 
Abraham; enter the moiche, and walk; 
feven times round the little building con- 
tained within it; faying, ^^ This is the 

" houfe of God, and 6S his fervant Abra* 
** ham.;" then kiffing with reverence 

* • a black ftone, faid to be defcended 

* white from heaven, they go to the fa- 
^ mous well called^ t ZwirZunj, and plunge^ 

* into* 

* This ftone, our Mufiulman tdls us, felF' 
Arom heaven, accompanied with a voice, iky-:^ 
ing, <« Wherever this ftbne falls, there ypu^ 
<^ muft build the houfe of God^ and from that; 
^ houfe he will hear the prayers* of (inners.** 
That on its defcent? it was as white as fnow,,. 
and is become black from the touch of fuch a 
number of flnful lips ; for the pilgrims are ob- 
liged to kift it, otherwife they cannot be clear- 
ed of their iins. 

t This well the angel ihewed Agar when flie 

wo*' 
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^ into It with all their cloaths, continualfy 

* repeating Toba AUa^ Toba AUa^ " For- 
** givcnefs God, Forgivenefe God." 

. ^*T»BY then drink a draught of that 
^ fetid turbid wat^r, and depart. 

^ The duty of bathing and drinking^ 
^ they are obliged to pafs throu^ once v 
^ but thofe who will gain pai^adiie before 

* the othera, mud perform it once a day^ 
^ during the ftay of the caravan. 

• At fifteen miles from the town of 
Mecca, there is a hill, or fmall moun* 
tain, called Ghiabal Arafata^ or, " The 

Mount of Forgfyenefs ;" it fs about two 
miles in circumference, a moft delicious 
fpot ; on it Adam and Eve met, after 
the Lord, for their tranfgreffion, had 
fcparated them forty years; here they 
cohabited, and lived in excefs of hap* 
pinei^,^ having built \ a houfe on this 
mount, calkd Beilb Adam^ ue. Adam^l^ 
Houfe. The night before, or the eve 

* of the day of facrifice, the three cara- 
^ vaQ8>, each ranged in A triangular form, 

* circum*- 

was diftrefled in the defert, and found no water 
for her fon IflunaeL; it is called by the Arabs, 
Zem-ZettL 
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circumviron this mountain ; during thi^ 
whole night the people rejoice, clamour, 
and riot, fire cannon, muikets, piftois, 
and fire'works, with the continued noife 
of drums and trumpets. On the day, ^ 
profound filence fuccecds, they flay their 
ftieep, offer up their facrifice on the 
mountain, with all the demonftrations of 
the moil profound devotion. 

* On a fudden a fcheik, or fantone;^ 

* rulhes from amidft them, mounted on 

* his camel, he afcends five fleps, render* 

* ed pradicable for that purpofe, and in a 

* (et fcrmon preaches to the people.* 

** Return praife and thanks for the 
" infinite and immenfe benefits given by 
** God to Mahometans, through the me- 
** diation of his mofl beloved friend and 
** prophet Mahomet 5 for that he has de- 
** livered them from the flavery and bon- 
dage of fin and idolatry in which they 
were plunged; has given them the 
*^ houfc of Abraham, from whence they 
can be heard, and their petitions grant- 
ed. Alfo the Mountain of Forgivendls, 
" by means of which they can implore 
** him, and obtain pardon and rcmiffion of 
*• all their fins. 

For 
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" For that the blefled, pious, and mcr- 
** ciful God, giver of all good gifts, com- 
** manded his fecretary Abraham to build 
** himfelf a houfe at Mecca, whence his 
** defcendants might pray to him the Al- 
mighty, and their defires be fulfilled. 
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** On this command, all the mountains 
** in the world ran, as it were, each am- 
" bitious to aflift the fecretary of the 
** Lord, and to furnifti a done towards 
" ercdting the holy houfe; all except this 
" poor little mountain, which, through 
*• mere indigence, could not contribute a 
** ftone, it continued therefore thirty 
** years grievoufly afflided; at length, 
** the eternal God obferved its anguifli, 
*^ and moved with pity at its long fufFer- 
** ing, broke forth, faying, I can forbear 
** no longer, my child, your bitter la- 
** mentatiras have reached my ears, and 
I *' I now declare, that all thofe who hence- 
** forth come to vifit the houfe of my 
** friend Abraham, fliall not be abfolved 
" of their fins, if they do not firft revc- 
** rence you, and celebrate on you the 
" holy facrifice, which I have command- 
^* ed to my people through the mouth of 
** my prophet Mahomet. — Love God— 
•' pray-— give alms."—-—* After this fer- 

* mon, 
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* mon^ the people falute the mountain and 

* depart/ 

Indbpendbnt of any argument to be 
deduced from this account of the pilgri*- 
mage to Mecca; the inedimabie value 
and fovereign importance of it in the con^ 
ception of the people, and even in the eye 
of government,, would^ have appeared evi- 
dent to any: one prefent at Conftantinople, 
when a Angular accident happened to the 
caravan returning from Mecca, to Damaf* 
cus ui the year 1 757.. 

The pafcha of Damafcus, is generally 
the conduftor of the caravan, or Etnir 
Badger Eaade PSifchaw ha(^ enjoyed^ tha^ 
poft many years; be had fovereign credit 
amon^il the Arabs, had married into one 
of their chief tribes, his pofleiTions in the 
jieighbourhood of Damafcus were incredi'^ 
bly extenfive^ and his generofity equalled 
them ; the kiflar-aga^ wha was in power 
the year before^, and governed in the fera*^ 
glio,. blinded by venality, and not fbrefee- 
ing confe<|uences^ removed Ezade Pafchaw^ 
to the pafchalyck of Aleppo^ and named t& 
that of Damafous an obfcure man, on whom 
be hadjuft conferred the three tails ; he be- 
came of courfe Emir H^dgp^. or conduc- 
tor 
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tor to the <:aravan : his Aicceedhig Ezade 
Pafchaw was crime AifHcient in the eyes 
of the principal Arabian tribes, but his 
refufing >them a finaM tribute, the pay- 
nient ot which had been fufpended by * 
Ezade Pafchaw's credit, rendered them 
furious and implacable; they aflembled 
to the number of 40,000, attacked the 
caravan, beat the pafchaw of Sidon, who 
waited on the road to ;fupply it with pro* 
viGon, ilaughtered nundbersof the 100,000 
plgrims which compofed it^ and plunderedl 
.all their efftiks. 

Nevjer was conftemation greater, n* 
^laong all ranks of people, th«n on tbia 
<vent; when the tugitive Ibldieis who 
guarded the caravan, returned to Damaf- 
cus, they fell a facrifice to the citizens 

fury 

* Sctne time after, the Porte, determined to 
-remove Ezade Pafohaw from Aleppo to iUrfii ; 
but he was fo bc^Ioved by the peofne 4>f Aleppo, 
that they refufed admittance to the new tpgim 
•chaw, and flood. on the defenlive. --The Porte 
7paffively fubmitted for the prefent, hut how«* 
ever engaged Exade Pafchaw next year to ac-» 
«ept the government of Urfa ; he was not long 
thete before the vizir Ragib Pafchaw, ty ftra* 
tagem, had him feized, and made him atone 
-Sot what they called his idifbbedience with his 
liead. 
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fiiry, as betrayers of the faith; at Con- 
ftantinople they looked upon their religion 
as ]q&9 and the gates of falvation fhut 
up. The dcpreffion wgs inconceivably 
great, and it was univerfal; grief and 
defpair was vented only in fullen mur- 
murs, no one dared to fpeak out; the 
fultan was Our/us^ Unfortunate: he was 
Icarce fafe on his throne. The argument 
hi his favoiur, was, that this mifchief 
happened in the time • of fultan Ofman 
his predecedbr : it excufed the prince, but 
did not abate the anguifh, or tranquillize 
the perturbed minds of his fubjeifls, anxi- 
ous for the date of their fouls. Himfelf, 
not lefs agitated, conferred continually 
with the vizir ; every precaution was ta- 
ken 

* ' • ' ' ' , 

* On fultan Muftapha^s acceffion, the kizlar- 
aga, who, in fultan Ofman's reign, had re- 
moved Ezade Pafchaw from Damafcus, Was, 
fori various mifdemeanours, banifhed by the vi-. 
zir to Rhodes; but on difcovering that his ve* 
naiity and corruption had principally occafioned 
this Ideplorable Event ; the mini(lry» glad to 
exculpate themfelves and appeafe the people, 
by fixing the odium qn fuch an objed, fent for 
Ills head, which was placed between the) Se- 
raglio gates, with a large label on it, expref- 
fmg. That be was a traitor to tie fnitb, and the 
taufe of that facrtlegious attack of the Arabs on 
the Mecca caravan. 
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ken to fecure quiet in the capital; but 
what made his concern the greatec^ was 
the lofs of fome facred relicks of the "pro- 
phet ; by the dilplay of thefe on the pro- 
phet's birth-day, he had propofed - to aug- 
ment the devotion, and heighten the fo- 
lemnity with which that feftival is cele- 
brated. 

This pilgrimage, of fuch fpiritual im*' 
portance, has been the caufe of all the 
wars between the Perfians and the Otto- 
mans; for the latter, who are followers 
of Omar, think the Perfians, or the feft 
of Aly; unworthy of falvation, and no 
poffible objeiSts of divine favour: they 
would not therefore, were it in their power 
to prevent it, permit them to enter Mecca, 
and defile that facred way, deftined for, 
and left open to, the truly orthodox only ; 
but the feft of Aly will not tamely fufFer 
the road of Paradife to be thus barred 
againft them. No earthly claim could ex- 
cite fuch cruel vengeance, or caufe fuch 
Itotrfble efFiifions of blood, as this difpute 
has occafioned amongft the different fedls 
of Mahomedans. 

Hence it is, that the Perfians in all 
their negociations of peace with the Otto- 
man Porte, infift on a full and entire li- 
berty for the followers of Aly to go unmo- 

lefted 



k 



T H 1 

Idled on the pilgrimage to Meoca. Hiis 
■important (lipulation makes up almoft the 
whole of the treaty of 1 746 ♦. 

* The emperor of Morocco^ with whom 
the Grand Seignor has fcarce a connexion, and 
who is almoft unknown at Conftantinople, fent 
very lately two ambafladors, with prefenta of 
^eat value, merely and folely to fecure this pil« 
j^rimage to hia fubje£U« 
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CHAP. m. 

0/ Seas. 

m 

WHILST there are men, there 
will be a diverfity of opinions and 
fentimcnts, efpeciaUy -concerning matters 
of faith. 

The herd of mankind are, indeed, fa- 
miliarized with any religion^ the nurfe 
throws in the firft ideas, the parent or 
prieft confirms, education rivets it im- 
moveably, it grows with their growtli, and 
becomes inalienable From the man. 

But this remark, though generally 
true, is not univerfally fo ; many muft 
and will think for themfelves : and of this 
iiuniber, fome prompted by enthufiafm 
and intemperate zeal, others by vanity and 
a falfe ambition, will be led to promulgc 
their heterodox conceptions, either on a 
prefumption of truth, or the afFeftation of 
fingularity, and of differing in opinion from 
the reft of mankind. 



It 
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It is abfurd for laws to pretend to bri- 
dle thought, or to inflid pains and penal- 
ties on the underftanding; the more opi- 
nions are reflrained, the more men be'- 
come obflinate, tenacious, and deter" 
mined ; contract a defperate contempt of 
all laws and government, and fet them 9t 
defiance. 

We ought therefore by no means to be 
furprifed, when we find a variety of fefts 
among Mahometans : no religions from the 
be^nning of the world have been exempt 
from them. Let them cxift, provided the 
moral order of fociety is not difturbed; 
cnthufiafm will fometimes rage with great- 
er zeal than wife men would with, but 
generally it flames, and at lafl: extin^ 
guiihes like an ignis fatuus. Thus, indeed, 
the Turks feem to think ^ executions, tor- 
tures, pains, and penalties inflifted on ac- 
count of religion, are never heard of among 
them. 

If the rituals of the eftabliihed religion 
are performed, and a convenient confor- 
mity obferved, they enquire no farther a- 
bout it. 

• Religious 
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* Religious difputes ace unknown a- 
mongft the Turks. They have not the 

. C 2 art 



♦ Mr. Reknd, in the preface to his Reljgi 
Mahomet, encourages the ftudy of the Arabian 
language as a means of converting the Maho- 
metans to the Chriftian religion ; by enabling 
us to demonftrate to them the falfhood and im- 
pofture of their own : he acknowledges, that 
content with their Kordn, they entrench them- 
felves fecure from all alTaults of arguments, on 
the implicit belief of its dodrines, and will not 
difpute. That, neverthelefs, they formerly dif- 
puted concerning religion, though in his own 
time they could not. He fupports his opinion 
by quotations from Sollerus, who tells us, that 
Raimond Lully had publickly difputed with 
Turks in Africa ; and from Maracci, who re-» 
lates, that many miilionaries of the church of 
Rome had done it with fuccefs ; and what is 
more, * Guadagnola informs us, that a Ro- 
manift having written a book called Speculum 
verum ofiendens^ or, the Mif ror of Ghriftianity ; 
Acmed ben Zin Ulabadin anfwered him, iin-^ 
der the title of "the Polijher of the Mirror y &c. 
and that Abbe Renaudot, in his Hiftory of the 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, has coUeded from 
feveral ' libraries manufcripts of difputations, 
Jews with Turks, Monks with Jews ; the Mc- 

tropolite 
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♦ ProfefTor of the Arablkn language at Rome ih 
the iaft century. 
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art of printing ; and I am apt to think, 
the difficulty of tranfcribing numerous 

•volumes 

tropolite of Nifibis in Diarbekir with Abulka- 
cem ; and^ (Irange to relate^ Abiilcoza^ or Abu- 
caza^s Apologe.tical Conference in favour of «he 
Chriftian religion, before the calif Almamon, by 
lilbnafal, &c. 

I (hall only obferve, that the Turks are in- 
variable in their manners and cuftoms ; whence 
in general I mud conclude, that their condud): 
in religious matters remains on the inviolable 
plan of their anceftors. They are bred to an 
implicit faith in their Koran, fo that a very 
doubt of its veracity is criminal ; this Reland 
confeffes : but he furely forgot that Raimond 
Lully's firft fcrmon brought on him matyrdom, 
at the age of eighty, in Mauritania, The fate 
cif St. Stephen prevented him from preaching a 
fecond time. 

He has likewife forgot that the Romifli mif- 
fionaries from the beginning, and to this day, 
have dealt merdy in impoHtion and pious fraud: 
that in tlie accounts they fend to the Propaganda 
at Rome, they conftantly magnify thcflr own me- 
rit and fuccefs, hoping, by that means, to conti- 
nue in the liberty they enjoy during their mif- 
fion ; or if that canhot be effeded, to obtain 
higher eftimation and fuperior employment in 
their convents at home, fo as to render that fla* 
very tolerable, which they generally repent of 
having fubmitted to, and which theyafcribe ei^ 
iher to their own childifli inexperience and folly, 
or to forcible means employed by therr parents 

defirous 
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volumes, and the apprchenfion of being 
betrayed by the tranfcribers, may be a 
principal caufe that the reveries of parti- 
cnlars have not been diffufed amongfl: 
numbers. 

Whatever enthufiaftic refinements, or 
religious whimfics, therefore, feize a Turk, 
they centre in himfelf, and fcrve at moft 
as mere confidential entertainment to a few 
friends. 

C g TH«RE 

defirous of eafing an ovcrlHirthened family ; or 
clFc to the intrigue and cajoWcry of feme cunning 
monk. Ail this is^ evident to any unprejudiced 
man who has converfed with them in Turkey. 

Were the apologies Reland mentions, ever 
publifhed or promulged to Mahometans ? Did 
not the author of the Mirror transform himfelf 
into the PoUJberf I dare affirm, if they were 
not the work of the fame hand, they were of 
the fame fed ; and that thefe Conferences were as 
unknown among Mahometans, as the authors of 
them are at prefent to us : and as' there is not 
a. miilionary, or Chriftian, who dares now 
write, or fpeak to a Turk about religion ; fo 
there never was in thofe times of ftitl greater 
barbarifm, any one who could have ventured 
to do either, without undergoing Lully's fatf. 
Not a fingle inftance can be produced of the 
converfion of a Mahometan to any other reli- 
l^on, fince the commencement of the Hegira. 
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There is however, one fed in Turkey, 
principally at Salonica, of a very particu- 
lar kind : it has fprung from one Sabati 
Sevi, a Jew of the laft century, who pre- 
tended to infpiration and the Meffiahlhip, 
and has many followers. They profcfs 
publickly the Mahometan religion, and 
retain privately the Jewilh rites, much on 
the principle of the Ebionites, among the 
iirft Chriftians : they intermarry, inhabit 
together in the fame part of the town, and 
never mix with Mahometans except on 
bulinefs and commerce, or in the mofches : 
they never frequent a fynagogue, nor ac- 
knowledge their fchjfm. It is difficult to 
conceive how they remain unnoticed by 
the Turks > or rather, it (hews with how 
eafy a compofition the Turks are content 
in thefe matters, An outward profeffion 
of their own religion compenfates for the 
private exercife of the other ; though were 
thefe Jewilh Mahometans publickly to pro- 
fefs both, they would be inftantly made a 
publick example : death is the doom of 
an apoftate. 

Whatever other fecfls the Mahomet- 
ans may have among them, they differ 
merely in words and metaphyfical jargon; 
and, by what can be difcovcred, abound 

more 
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more among the SibiiteSy or Perfians, than 
among the Sunites^ or orthodox Turks. 
Poffibly, the clear, light Perfian clime, or 
moft exalted Perfian language, is better 
adapted to produce tranfcendent flights of 
imagination, thanjfhe grofler Afiatick, or 
Thracian clime ; ot than th^nixedTurkilh, 
dialed, compounded, perh^, of the very 
dregs of the Pcrfiau and Arabian tongues. 

It is impoflfible, we are told, to attain 
rn any other language the immenfe Tub- 
fime of Perfian poetry f and, indeed, as 
far as I could find, almoft impoffible for 
the beft tranflator td^ convert it even into 
common fenfe : it feems therefore no won- 
der, fince they abound wrth numberlefs 
poets, raifed by the hfgheft vein of enthu- 
iiafm, that the fame fpirit fhould lead them 
into extravagant, enthufiaftic, unconfined 
flights about religion $ and the rather^ as 
they have not tt% heathen deities to play 
upon a&|he fubje(^ of their fong. 

But what is certain, there are among 
theTurks many philofophical minds. They 
have the whole fyftems of Ariflotelian and 
Epicurean philofophy tranflated into their 
own language ; and as they find the latter, 
which they call the Democratical, cuts 
more ef{e<!^ually at the root, and is more 

C 4 con- 
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Those who really aft as divines are the 
Itnaums^ or parifh-priefts, who pofitively 
officiate in, and arefet afide for, the mere 
fervice of the mofches. ♦ Their Sebeiks 
are the chiefs of their Dervijbes^ or monks, 
and form religious communities, or orders, 
cftablilhed on folemn vows : they confe- 
crate themfelves merely to religious offices, 
domeftic devotion, and publick prayer 
and preaching : there are four of thefe or- 
ders, the Bektajb'u Mevelevi^ Kadrij and 
Seyab t, who are very numerous through- 
out the empire. 

• • No 

* The Scbitks frequently preach with viru- 
lence and inveftive againft government ; thence, 
or from the refpeft for religion, real or afFcSecj,. 
they arc mightily careflVd and reverenced by 
the ^eateft mep in office ; the vizirs have ge- 
nerally a favourite one about them, who often 
behaves with uncommon freedom and impu-» 

dence. . r . r 

t It may perhaps, be proper to inlert tome 
account of thefe four orders of Mahometan 

I. The Bektajbi were founded by one Hagi 
Bektafli, whofe fepukhre is now in a village 
called Beficktafh, on the European fide of the 
Bofphorus, near Galata; the Turks pay tt 
great rcfpefik and ve»cratioa» 
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No church-revenues, as far as I could 
learn, are appropriated to the particular 

ufc 

Thefe monks, according to their inftitutioHy 
may marry. They are chiefly met with in 
country towns or villages, and are obliged to 
travel through the empire; they muft give the 
Gazelztid Efma to all the Muflulmen they meet, 
and to them only. The Gazei is an affeding 
tone of voice, which th^y apply in H fpecial 
fenfe to the Divine love* The -^w is the in- 
vocation of one of the names of God, of which 
the Turks have among them one thoufand and 
one. 

2. The Mevelevi take their name from their 
founder Mevelana. Thefe turn round in ads 
of devotion with fuch velocity for two or three 
hours fucceiiively, that not even a trace of their' 
countenance is perceivable by a by ftander. 
Muitc is their defight, particularly a flute made of 
an Indian reed; they live in their monaftery, 
profefs poverty and humility, appear exceeding 
modeft and kind to flrangers, teceive alt thofe 
of any religion who come to viflt them, and 
accept afans. They treat ftrangcrs of any na- 
tion with coffee ; and if a Muflulman's feet, 
cr fandals, flioutd be dirty, they offier imme* 
(Kately to wafli them. They have a convent in 
Pera. 

3. The Kadri are a Angular order, whofe 
inflitute and devotion coniifts in macerating 
their bodies ; their looks are diftraded and irre- 
gular; they walk the ftreets almoft naked, rarely 

covering 
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life of the Moulabs : the Imattms are the 
ecclefiaftics in immediate pay. 

Mecca 

covering the thighs; they hold their hands 
joined together^ as if at prayer, except when 
they dance, which religious exercife they will 
continue many hours, and fomeiimes the whole 
day, repeating inceflantly with uncommon ve- 
hemence, Hul Hul Hul Hul one of their 
names of the Deity, until at laft, as if they 
were in violent rage or phrenfy, they fall to the 
ground foaming at the mouth, and bathed with 
fweat from every part of the body. This order 
was once aboliflied, but ts fince revived. They 
have a convent between Pera and St. Demetry^ 
and receive all thofe who go to fee them. 

4. The Seyab are like the Indian Fakirs^ meer 
vagabonds; they have monaderiesf but when 
oiice they are out of them, they fetdom return. 
They obtain eafily a leave of abfence from their 
fuperior, on condition of fending a certain quan* 
tity of provifions or money to the convenf. 
They are, indeed, infolent fturdy beggars, who 
will not be refufed. V/hen they enter a town or 
a village, either in the public praying or market- 
place; they iland up, and cry moft vehemently,. 
Good God I fend me a tboufand dollars ! or, a thou-- 
/and meafurej oj rice I &c. The people then 
floek about them, giving alms ; and when they 
find they have exbaufted the charity of the 
place, they march on to another town;, and re- 
peat the fame praSice, until they have colleded 
the fum impofed on them by the fuperior of 

their convent. 

In 
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Mecca and Medina ab(brb large fiims. 
The repairing and beautifying their mof- 
chees, fupplying their lamps with oil, and 
furnifhing numberlefs implements for their 
ufe; paying many lay dependants who 
attend that fervice ; fupporting the Mecbtz^ 
MedreJfeSy or publick fchools; the Immor 
reUj or hofpitals for the fick, incurable, 
or mad ; are the other means by which the 
remainder of chat vaft and enormous in^ 
come is expended. 

Most writers on the Mahometan reK- 
gion, extradling their knowledge from 
Arabian authors of the very early ages of 
the Hegiray have, I think, too pofitively 
blended and confounded it with their prc- 
fent law: not confidering the changes 
which time produced in the Mahommedan 

fyftcm ; 

In general, thefe itinerant monks are a fet 
of determined villains and thieves, have influ- 
ence only on the low fuperftitious part of the 
vulgar, on which confideration chiefly, it ihould 
feem, they are countenanced by the Turks of 
fafliion, who, though they think them no ef- 
fential part of the Mahometan inftitute, carefs 
and encourage the fuperiors of this order, or 
fuch amongft them whofe pretenfion to more , 
eminent fandity has gained an afcendence over 
the minds of the common people. 
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fyftem ; for the Koran containing political 
inftitutes as well as religious dc^mas, was 
probably fufficient to regulate the civil af- 
fairs of Mahommed's firft followers, a few 
Arabians, as remarkable for their poverty 
and the fimplicity of their manners, as for 
their courage and enthufiafm ; and the im* 
mediate fucceflbrs of thefe men, poflefTed 
with a religious veneration for this pro- 
duAion of their prophet, continued to 
blend together in the fame perfon, the 
fundions of the prieft and that of the 
judge; and thus perplexed for a time re- 
ligious with civil rights. 

But when his followers became nxxmtx- 
ous, and their dominion was fpread over 
many opulent and extenfive regions, not 
only religious orders fprung up, to eafe 
the Hierarch of what he thought the drud- 
gery of his office ; but alfo law-digefters 
arofe, who now finding the doArines of 
the Koran infufficient for the great end of 
government, viz. the preferving of good 
order, and the well-being of civil fociety, 
have remedied its defeats without appear- 
ing to derogate from its authority, or 
rifquing to alienate the lead part of that 
implicit obedience, and profound venera- 
tion, the people paid to it ; for under pre- 
tence of forming commentaries; as a fimple 

extenfioa 
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extenfi(m of the angel's or the prophet's 
ideas, they have provided codes of civil 
law, equal and fimilar to the code, pan- 
dect, or digeft; as cl^ar and copious as 
Cujas and Damat. 

Abou Hanife is one of the firft and 
chief of thofe who have thus commented 
on the Koran : his books, and thofe of his 
difciplcs, are the rule of law under the 
Turkifli government in Europe and Afia. 

In this manner the original inflitutes 
were augmented, fo far as related to civil 
and criminal cafes ; indeed it certainly 
muft have been ncceflary to form new re- • 
gulations, when conquefl, riches, and 
luxury, had introduced new crimes, and 
new fubje^Sts of contention. And thus, it 
fliould feem, the ecclefiaflical and the civil 
firft became, in fome meafure, diftindt 
and feparate departments; the Moulabs^ 
MuftP^y &c. prefiding in the courts of 
juftice, and the Imaums, &c. officiating in 
the mofchees ^ though ftill the exadt boun- 
daries of each jurifdidtion are hardly to be 
defined. 

The ingenious prefident Montefquieu *, 
led by precarious authorities, has excluded 

all 

* L^Efprit des Lois, lib. v. cap. xiv, & xv. 
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all right to the pofleflion of private proper- 
ty; all right to fuccefTions; all inhel'itan- 
ces in families, or to females and wives ; 
and, indeed, all • civil law from among 
the Turks. In (hort, he Teems to think, 
that the Grand Seignor*s defpotifm fwal- 
lows up the whole code of right in that 
empire. 

When I fee the excellent reafoning^ 
and the many judicious confequences de- 
duced from fuch erroneous principles, by 
fo acute and penetrating a genius ; I can- 
not help thinking it a ferious inftance, how 
fubjed we are to error, and how fallacious 
the mod plaufible arguments may forae- 
times prove. 

Without appealing to fad, the fingle 
chapter intitled ftVomen^ would have (hewa. 
him how fucceflions in families, and to 
male, or female, or wives, are fixed and' 
regulated by the prophet-, and confequent- 
ly, how far private property is fee u red by 
law beyond the reach,,, and out of the. 
power, of the fultan. 

• 

The other part required but a fingle 
enquiry; he might eafily have been inr- 

formed' 

* L'Efprit des Lois, lib. vi. €• !• 
t Chap. IV. in Salens Edition. 
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formed by what method they actually de- 
termine caufes in their courts of juftice, 
and what • books they ufe in Turkey a5 

authorities 

« 

* Extras out of aLaw^Book ufed in the Turk- 
ifh Courts f written by Hafne. [Chap» of 
Sales.] 

Sales are made when the one confents and the 
other accepts^ explaining himfetf by the pre- 
terit of the Indicative Mood ; now when any 
one of the contrading parties confents to fell, 
or to buy, the other fliall be at liberty to accept 
or not, as long as they remain in the place where 
the bargain is to be made. 

But if the one contents, and the other goes 
out from that place before accepting, the bar- 
gain is void. 

The fale is concluded when both "pofitively 
agree ; then neither the one nor the other can 
be off, except fome fault or defeft fliould be 
found in the thing fold, or that the buyer had 
not feen it. 

It is not neceffary to know the quantity of 
goods expofed to fale, in order to bargain for 
the whole ; for though a price is fpecified, the 
fale is not valid until the quantity and quality are 
known. 

Sales may be for ready rtioney, or on credit, 
fixing the time of payment; and when the fpe- 
cies in which the goods are to be paid for is not 
fpecified, it is to be underftood the moft current 
money of the country; but if there are diffe- 
rent 
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authorities for their legal decifions : he 
would have found fevcral, which formally 

ftipulate, 

rent fpecies of current-money, the fale is not 
valid without fixing the particular fpecie. 

All eatables may be fold, and alt forts of grains 
by the eftabliflied meafurey or without it ; ei- 
ther by taking a vafe or tub of any kind, the 
exad contents of which are unknown ; or by 
weight, taking a ftone for a weight, the real 
weight of which is unknown. 

Selling a quantity of any eatables at a drachm 
the Cafizy the fale {hall be valid for one CafiZf. 
according to the opinion of Abu Hafrie : but 
when the feller declares how many Cafiz there 
are, or may be, then . according to. his two di- 
fciples the whole is fold. 

He that fells a flock of fheep, at a drachn> 
a (heep, the fale will not hold for the whole 
flock. 

In like manner for a piece of ftufi^, or Alk^ 
at a drachm the ell, he muft mention the num- 
ber of flieep or ells. 

If a quantity of eatables of a hundred Cafiz 
are fold at a hundred drachms^ and there are 
found tefs ; the buyer will be at liberty to take 
them in paying only for what there is, or he 
may refufe the whole : but if there are more 
than an hundred meafures, or Cafiz, he muft 
reftore the furplus to the fetter. 

But he that buys a piece of ftufF, or filk, on 
the footing of ten ells at ten drachms, or, one 
hundred cubits of land at a hundred drachms^ 
if iefs is found, he is at liberty to take them for 

the 
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(tipulate, and fix, the terms and legality 
of a purchafe, whether of lands, houfes, 

corny 

the faid Aim, or to leave them ; If there are 
more than what Is agreed for, they belong to 
him, and the feller has no right to the furplus. 
— But if the feller declares that the land con- 
tains a hundred cubits, and that the price is a 
hundred drachms, or a drachm the cubit ; in 
that cafe, if there are more or lefs, the buyer 
is at liberty to take it at a drachm the cubit, or 
to leave it. 

If a bale of (ilks or ftuffs, faid to contain 
fifty pieces, is fold at fifty afpers, or at one af- 
per the piece, and that there fhould be found 
fewer pieces; the buyer may take what the 
bale contains at an afper the piece, or he may 
refufe the whole ; but if there are more than 
fifty pieces, the bargain is void. 

When a houfe is fold, all the buildings be- 
longing to it are included in the bargain, though 
not expreuy mentioned ; or on the fale of a 
piece of ground, the palm, or other trees (land- 
ing in it ihall be included, tho' not mentioned ; 
but the herbs, or other greens growing in it are 
not comprehended. 

If the palm, or other trees are fold with 
the fruit on them, the fruit will belong to the 
feller, unlefs they are fpecified in the bargain ; 
but then the buyer can oblige him to gather the 
fruit immediately. 

If fruit is fold on the tree, whether it proves 
good or bad, the bargain is valid, and the buyer 
muft gather them immediately. 
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corn, cattle, or merchandize. From thefe 
it may be prcftimed, he would have ac- 
quired a notion of Turkiflidefpotifm very 
different from that which he has adopted. 

The Moulabsy however, whether confi- 
dered as churchmen or lawyers, enjoy 
great immunities, which defcend uninter- 
ruptedly to their families. Their lives and 
eftates are generally fecure ; their greatefl: 
punilhment in office, even for malverfation, 
is exile ; and if they are not too obnoxious 
to government, they may fometimes com- 
pound for that by a pecuniary donation.. 
All the profitable employments of the law 
are in their hands ; they are fent out as: 
il/«//i*s, or judges, throughout the chief 
towns of the empire, whence they are pro- 
moted to the high office of Cadile/quirey or 
chief juftice, either of Romeliay or of yina* 
tolia ; that is, of Europe, or of Afia -, and 
at lad to that of Sbeik Ifiam^ or Mufti^ at. 
Conftantinople. 
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CHAP, V. 
Of the Koran. 

I SHALL not pretend to enter into a 
minute analyfis of the feveral doftrines 
of tlic Koran^ but confine myfelf to fome 
general obfervations. 

Mr. Sale has given us an elaborate de- 
tail of that book, in the preliminary dif- 
courfe to his excellent tranflation, I am, 
however, forry to fay, that he frequently 
difcovers an inclination to apologize for it; 
and rather endeavours to reconcile and 
palliate the numerous abfurdities he meets 
with, than to expofe them in the light 
they deferve. One advantage, however, 
we derive from this humour of his, we 
may be certain he has not added an ab- 
furdity to thofe he found, nor given any 
of them a more ridiculous drefs than they 
wear in the original. . 

V Some heterodox manufacturers of wit, 
delirous of appearing fingular, though at 
I he expence of common fenfe, if not of 
common honefty, have not fcrupled to 

profcfs 
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profefs themfelves admirers of the Koran^ 
have extolled its dodlrines, and dared even 
to put them on a parallel with thofe efta- 
bliftied by our facred writings, 

Mahomet^ fuperior to his countrymen 
in parts and fcience, refolved to be fupreme 
in command. To efFeft this he had but 
one game to play, which was to impofe 
himfelf on them as a prophet divinely in- 
fpired, and his book as an immediate re-» 
velation from the Almighty. In this he 
could inculcate what dodtrines, and ailign 
himfelf what pre-eminence and authority 
he pleafed : in (hort, his book was of the 
utmoft confequence to him. He therefore, 
very artfully, took for its prototype, truth 
itfelf— the Mofaic and Chriftian revelati- 
ons ; for in his travels to Egypt, as well as 
at home among the Chriftians and Jews in 
Arabia, fugitives on account of religion, 
he muft have obferved the force with which 
thefe genuine revelations had captivated 
the minds of men ; he therefore, without 
impugning cither, declares the latter of 
them to be only a continuation of the for- 
mer, and that his own is a continuation of 
both, and compleats the whole difpenfation 
of Divine Providence. This he has judi- 
cioufly feafoned with what he knew wotild " 
tender it moft acceptable to his country- 
men. 
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men, and appears mofl predominant in 
himfelf, the indulgence or their luft and 
rapine in this work], and a mofl fenfual 
paradife in the next. 

His firft ftep was to perfuade his igno- 
xant Arabians^ that the Koran is an extradt 
taken from the great book, in which, at 
the creation of the worW, the Divine de- 
<:rees were all written and depofited at the 
fame time in one of the fub-firmamental 
heavens: and that, from thence it was 
faithfully delivered to him, verfe by verfe, 
by the chief hierarchical angel Gabriel* 
Hence, in his chapter Al Kadr^ he tells 
them himfelf, from the mouth of the Al- 
mighty, " Verily, we fent down the Koran 
** in the night oi AlKadr^ and what (hall 
^* make thee underftand how excellent the 
^^ night of Al Kadr is ? The night of Al 
*^ Kadr is better than a thoufand months : 
** therein do the angels defcend, and the 
** fpirit Gabriel alfo, by permiffion of their 
^* Lord, with his decrees concerning every 
" matter. It is peace until the vifiting of 
** the morn *.'* 

On this pafTage principally, is founded 

the claim oi thQ Koran to be of celeftial 

^ origin 

* Sale's Edit. Of Divine Decrees, ch. xcvii. 
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origin, the all-bcauieous and all-perfoft 
work of the Creator ; and hence that mod 
profound veneration, amounting almoft to 
adoration^ which the Mahometans pay to 
it. They fancy a chapter or verfe can 
cure them of all difeafes, preferve them 
from all accidents, or external evils; can 
prolong life, and render it healthful and 
profperous. A thorough ablution is ne- 
ceffary before they prefume to touch this 
facred book ; the fight of an infidel pol- 
lutes it ; and when they read they muft 
hold it above their middle, to preferve it 
from approaching the region of impurity 
and defilement. 

The Turks are eternally puzzled when, 
or which night, this AlKadr may be : they 
think it muft be in Ramadan ; and many 
enthufiafts have, at that time, extatic com- 
munications with the angelic fpirits who 
defcended from the heavenly fpheres. 

Mahqmbt, though fo abfolute and fo 
able an impoftor, did not, however, dare 
pretend to that great criterion of Divine 
truth, miracles, the main bafis of thofc 
true revelations he would endeavour to 
imitate, and which he confefles to have 
been wrought ♦ in atteftation of their Di- 
vine 
* Sal. Edit. ch. V. 2T. 
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vine origin. Many urged him to produce 
them ; many afked of him figns ; and he ' 
feems in many parts of the Koran^ more 
embarraffed to evade the charge of im- 
poftor, incurred by not manifefting his vo- 
cation by thefe figns, than to eftablifti his 
dp(^rines. His own uncle and relations 
feemed, on that account, to deteft his im- 
ppfition ; and it is evident from the text^ 
that he had often found his very women 
rebellious; it is probable they likewife ex- 
pected miracles: for he tells us, there 
were only four of them good and obe»* 
dient 

When he is prefled for this proof of 
his miflion, he fliifts the want of it on the 
will of the Deity ; " ♦ They (the Infidels) : 
** have fworn, fays he, by God, by the 
^^ mofl foiemn oath, that if a (ign come 
** unto them they would certainly believe 
** therein : verily, figns are in the power 
*' of God alone, and he permitteth you 
** not to underftand, that when they come^ 
** they (the Infidels) will not believe; and 
^^ we will turn afide their hearts and their 
** fight from the truth, as they believed 
** not therein the firft time ; and we will 
" leave them to wander in their error.** • 

D He 

* Ch.vi. entitled Cattle, p. no. Sal. Edit. 
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He tben recommends them to believe im* 
pjicltiy io the iSTar^w. 

On another ocxrafion he ufes the ikme 
dextedty. ** * The infidels fey, unlefs a 
^* fign be fent down unto him (to Maho- 
•* met) from his Lord, we will not believe. 
•* The Lord*s anfwer ; Thou art conamif- 
^^ fioned to be a preacher oufy^ and not a 
•^ worker of miracles 5 and unto every peo- 
^^ pie batb a dtreOor been 4ppointed. God 
^^ knoweth what every female bearetb in 
^^ her womb, and what the wombs want 
** or exceed of their due time or number 
*' of young." The conclufion of this pa- 
ragraph is curious ; it is a ihort turn, upon 
wombs^ which leaves the beginning upon 
miracles quite out of fight. 

By thefe quotal^ns we may perceive 
what evidence his external figns of Divine 
million carried with them ; and as to the 
internal, they are io far from recommend- 
ing it, that the mofl: of his dodrines and 
precepts, thofe properly his own, are tri- 
vial and unworthy the flightefl attention. 
The precepts and commands co{>ied from 
the Mo&ic diipenfation, of which there 
are many, or thofe from the Chriftian, 
may command fome regard ; altho* thofe 

from 
? Ch, xiiL eptit. Thunder^ p. aoi. 
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fifeim the latter faVour of the corrupt chaiw ^ 
nel they have paffcd through; for if he^ 
preaches the duties of benevolence, aqd 
the foi^ivenefs of injuries, it is not with 
that univeifal^ beneficent;, diffiifed princi- 
ple, recommended in the gofpds indSfcti- 
niinately to all niankirid : he ednfines^tbofe ] 
virtues undoubtedly to the narrow litnits . 
of his own feft ; for they are neither to live ^ 
nor commune with unbelicvcns j and fo far 
froih being enjoined to forgiYe them, they 
are commanded to injure and to mbdue 
them: and Crod knov^^s^ it is but too evi- 
dently ihewn by their practice how much 
Ihey honour the precept. 

It is, indeed, a pleafant part of the Ko' 
rattp which reprefents the Divine commu- 
nications defcending (b low as to regulate 
the minuter interefts, family concern^, and 
amorous paffions of Mahomet; it muft 
give us a pretty juft notion both of the 
prophet and his people, as well as of thofe 
Iceptics who have expreffed fo favourable 
an opinion of his book : for inftance, let us 
hear the awful commands of the Almighty 
impofed on the prophet's, rebellious wives, 
&c. on fo important an occafion as the vex- 
. atious demand they made for fine clothes : 
to fatisfy this demand was a difficulty, 

D 2 perhaps. 
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perhaps, too arduous for the power of man 
alone :tQ, oyercome-. ; . , ,.. . /. » , 

♦ 

** * P pROP«ETi fay tinto thy wives, 
*\ If ye feek the prefent life zxii^ the pomp • 
^\ ibereof^ comty I will imke a.han^fome ^ 
**, provifiQD foryou,' and I will difmift y6u ; 
*^ with an honourable difmiffionjv-hut if 
** you feek God, and his apoftle, and ihc 
** life to come, verHy, God hath prepared 
** for fuch of you as work righteoufojefs at 
^\ great reward. O^wtv^s (pf the prophet, 
*^ whofoever.oF wu,fliall comipit a m^pi- 
**,'fei[l wfckednels, the puniQimeiit thereof 
•* (hall be doubled unto her two-fold ; and 
^* this is eafy with God : but whofoever of 
** you Ihall be obedient unto God and. his 
** apoftle, and :ftal^4o what is. right, he, 
** will give her her reward twice, and we 
** have prepa^red for her an honourable pro- . 
** vifion in Paradife. O wives of the Pro- 
** phet, ye are not as other women ; if ye 
^* fear God, be not too complaifant in 
** fpeech, left he iliould covet, in whofe 
•^ heart is a difeafe of incontinence. -r-Sit 
*^ ftill in your houfes, and fet not your- 
** felves forth with the oftentation of the 
*^ former time of ignorance. Obferve the 
*• appointed time of prayer, give alms— 

" and 

• Kora% ch. xxxiii. p. 345, 356. Sal. Ed. 



[ 53 ^J 
** and obey God and hh apoftle ; for God 
" defiretH only to remove from you the 
^ abominations of vanity,, &c." • [ 

Ter M AG ANT and rebellious wives were 
the lead punifliment that a* man of the 
prophet*^ rnfetiable paffion dcferved ; in- 
ftead of four, a number he allowed his 
followers, and furdy foffident to break 
the eafc, and deftroy the happthefi of any 
one man living, he again- brings down the 
Deity to grant him a permiffion without 
limitation, and even todiredt his amours* 
If he had been fmothered vmdct them all^ 
it ^ould have been a juft death for fuch ex- 
travagant lubricity. Satia tefanguine^ was 
the faying rf the Scythian queen, when 
flie plunged Cyrus's 4iead into a veflel of 
blood. — But let us hear again his Lord, 

*' • O Proph«t, we have allowed thee 
^ thy wives, unto whom thou haft given 
** their dower \ and aKp the flaves which 
** thy right-hand pofleileth, of the booty 
which God hath granted thee ; and the 
daughters of thy uncle, and the daugh- 
ters of thy aunts, both on thy father*s 
" fide and on thy mother^s fide, who have 
*f fled with thee ixova Mecca v dpd any 

I> 3 •* other 

* Koranj eh. zxxiii. Sal. Edit. p. yfi^ 549. 
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'^ oiberbcKeving woman if ihc give herfelf 
V unto the prophet, in cafe the prophet 
** defireA to take her to wife. This is a 
" peculiar privilege graniid unto thee 
^^ above the reft of the ti^ue believers : we 
^^ knpw what we have ordained them con- 
^^ cerniog their wives, and the flaves whom 
^^ their right-hands poffefs, left it fliould 
*^ be deeoied a crime in thee to make ufe of 
^^ tie priviUgt granted //v^j for God is 
*^ gracious and merciful. Thou mayft 
•* poftpone the turn of Juch of tby wives a$ 
^^ tbou JbaJt pk^fe^ in bJii^ called to tby bed\ 
^ and thou mayft take unto thee her whom 
^ thou<(h^lt pkafe, and her. whom thou 
^* ftalt defire, of thofe whom tiiou (bait 
^^ have before reje^ed, and it (hall be 
^^ no crin^ ia thee: this will be more 
^^ ea(y, that they may be entirely contenty 
<^ and may not be grieved, but may be 
^^ well pkafed with what thoQ fhalt give 
** every one of them.-^O true believers^ 
^' enter not the bov^fe of the prophet, un- 
'^ lefs k be, permitted you to eat meat with 
*^ him, without waiting his convenient 
^ time.-*-A^d when ye aOc of the pro- 
^f phot'« i«Kivefi what ye may have occafion 
*^ for, alk it of them from behind a cur* 
^^ tain^ this will be more. pure for yovur 
*' hearts and their hearts. Neither is it ifit 
** for you to give any uneafinefs to the 

•* apoftle 
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*^ apoftle of God, or to roarry his wives 
*• after him for ever ; for this wouU be a 
grievous thing in the fight of God.'* 
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Mahomet's paradife flomring with deli- 
cious waters, planted with the moft odori* 
ferous trees and (hnjihs ; but above all, the 
exalted enjoyment ef black-^eyed nymphs, 
would lead me farther than I intend. 

The few quotations exhibited here, 
meifely to fave a reader the tfouble rf re- 
eurrii^ to the Koran itfetf, may fufficiently 
evince what marks of fan^ity, and of a 
divine miffion, we nmft expedt from it : 
they will likewife demonftrate, what a moft 
abjeift idea the prophet, and his igooiant 
followers, muft have had of the Divine 
perfections V. and what grofs contradictions 
paflages like thefe muft be, to thofe pomp* 
ous and fublime defcriptions of them, with 
which they are mdS: impioufly mixt* I 
fhall follow Mahomet no farther in his la- 
bricity,' but fay with the prophet Habak- 
kuk, *^ he that runs may read/' 

I MOST however obferve, that fome of 
his laws, if not rigidly juft, are yet an ef- 
fectual fecurity agatnft defpotifm, and the 
oppreffiOQ of the people, efpecially fuch as 

D4, Delate 
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relate to private property, widows, orphans, 
inherrtances, legacies, and crimes, &c. 

One conclufion I think fo clear, that k 
mufl be evident to all fagacious and im- 
•partial men ; it is^ that the whole Koran 
is acdifcordant, incoherent jumble of fen- 
tences, gleaned from fugitive Jews and 
Chriftian feitaries, Ncftorians, Monothe- 
lites and Eutychians ; ftrangely put toge- 
ther by the prophet, and impofed on ig- 
norant enthuiiaftic people, who mufl have 
been great barbarians when they believed 
it the word of God. 

Wb poflefs many good tranflations of 
this extraordinary book, made from genu- 
ine and ftandard originals : excellent ones 
were found among the Granadine Moors 
by cardinal Ximenes, and correft copies 
may always be purchafed in Turkey ; tho* 
at a high rate. Indeed, there is fcarce a 
rifque or poffibility of being impofed on ; 
for the Mahometans hold it as the highcft 
facrilege to alter a lingle point or joca of 
this their facred book : and moft men of 
letters amongft them, like the Jews in 
Paleftine, think it not only a duty, but a 
fpecial recommendation to the Deity and 
his pfophet, to have every word and tittle of 
the Koran fo fixed and imprinted in their 

memories, 



[ 57 1 

memorits^ that they may on any occaitoA 
repeat it extempore. 
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pu Ryer*s French verfion may err in 
the idiom, but the general doctrines are 
fufficiently exadt ; Marracci'is Latin one is 
very correft ; and th^t in Englifh by Mr. 
Sale, is undoubtedly, in every refpeft, o£ 
* Approved' accuracy. 

' ' TALKii^G, dnthisfu'Bjeft withaleanie 
Effinii^ Who was known to have tYit Koran 
By heart; a cRapter fforn Sale's edition 
was explaiiied^td him m the' vulgar Turkilh 
djaFeti :. the oM'Tur^, in a fpft of raptu^ 
rou^^ijrprift, foUbWed the- interpreter j re- 
bfeatirfg vdrfe Byverfe fn the.original Ara- 
•man/ He remained aftbriifhed and amazed; 
and aflced with forne emotion, how we 
could have fix perfedl a tranflation, the 
fenfe fo juftly preferved > and added, that 
the author muft have been an admirable 
proficient in the Arabian language, a very; 
great man; 

I CANNOT conclude this chapter without 
ebferving, that from what I have faid of 
the praftical religion, of the Mahometans, 
^e flrcrno; to infer that they are univerfal- 
ly, and without exception, deftitute of 
virtue j^ nor of all humanity towards 

D 5 ftrangers. 
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ftmngers. I have already, iii roy general 
charadei* of the Turks, , anticiMted this 
remark as far as I could' confiftent with 
truth. I could not help, however^ repeat- 
ing it^ bad as they ^ re, they are the beft 

Ipeople in thejr empire. 

... • 

Tp AT corrupt religion perverts the rec* 
titude of nature, that die Turks are no- 
torioufly corrupted by it, is too true ; but 
rhow many ignorant abfurd fedts of ,Qbrif- 
tians arc there, who, eadi deviating nofii 
the original inftitutcs and pure precepts of 
Chrifttanity, are ftrangers to that perfed 
fimpiicity and univeifal benevolence it re- 
quires i and are as dpftitute of, fcigal y^r- 
tue and common humanity to^¥^rds thofe 
who differ from them in opinion, as th<^ 
jxjoft zealous or ignorant Turk ? 



CHAR 
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CHAP. vr. 

Of De/pot^i ani its Reftraihtn. 

MEN, cither fionr habit and the pre*- 
judices dP education^, or from pre*-^ 
fucDptioa and^ opinion, arc apt to tmok 
tfactr own^vBerimaent thebeft;. toceBfittic 
others, point out their dcfedte,, taoA fre« 
cjuently, without fufficient knowkd^ to 
judge, will venture to revile and abufe 
thensu. . 

Tw^ govemitieQr of the Tuiktfli aa-^ 
fitt has bceti injuribuflj^ jnifrcprefcnted by 
cenAirers dF tlm kind. The tremendous^ 
accounts given of its defpotifm have mifled 
many, and railed the reli^ous pdTions oF 
ibme to abhonrence and utter deteftatton %., 
while others^ not undor the infhience oF 
religious paffions, haye found their nature: 
fl)ocked< at the image thefe accounts con- 
veyed to them : and well regulated as the* 
fjVitm of this haughty cowt may be, botb 
have been brought to ^nnex the idea oT 
:bQrbarifm to it^ have fuppofed it without 
order or plan, entirely fubjcft to the ca-- 
price, cruelty, and avarice of a tyrant,, 

D 6 tending; 
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tending merely to the oppreffion of his 
iubjefts, and, as far as its power extended, 
to the deftrudion of mqjikind. 

Surely thefe men did not, or would 
not, look nearer home: it was, perhaps, 
too near; for let us only call our eyes 
about us, and impartially examine the go- 
vernments with which we are furrounded, 
we may then perhaps find, that the Sultan 
is not more defpotic than many Chriftian 
fovereigns ; perhaps, not fo much as fome 
bf them. 

Although it is abfurd to look for per- 
fection in any body of laws, or any poli- 
tical rnftitutions • fince the produ^ions of 
the human mind, limited as it is,tnuft all 
be imperfeft ; yet the moft ^equitable con- 
clufion will be, that in every empire which 
.has extended wide, and flouriihed long, 
there are fome part« of its conftitutioh 
wife and good : and it is tertain, that what- 
^ ever defers may bein the political fyftem 
of the Turks, their empire is fo folidly 
founded on the bafis of rdigion, combined 
with law, and fo lirmiy cemented by ge- 
neral enthufi'afm, and the intereft^ as well 
as vanity, of theTurkifh individual, that 
it has lailed ages, and bids fair for (labi- 
lity and permanency. 

We 
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We have feen in a former chapter, that 
rtic Turks have laws to fecure property 
and regulate commerce ; they have others 
to punifh crimes and reftrain vice. It is 
not their laws, but the corrupt adminiftra- 
tipn of them, the flagitious venality of 
their judges, and the number of falfe wit- 
tietks connived at, and whofe teftimony 
is accepted, that is the opprobrium of the 
Turkifh empire, as will be more fully 
(bewn in a fucceeding chapter. 

How far Mahomet intended to limit, or 
extend the power of the fovereign, I Ihall 
not pretend to determine; the degree iii 
which the prefent fultans are abfolute, is 
ah enquiry more to the purpofe. Of this, 
fafts will beft enable us to judge: thofe 
we (hall produce will fhew us the nature 
of the Turkifli monarch's dcfpotifm ; and 
that, independent of fear, the conftant 
•companion and ftftraint of tyrants, h^ is 
limited by religion and-law. But \(rt (hall 
firft confider the ri^t of his claim to in- 
herit the poflelEons of fome of his fulgcdls. 

Those \frho;areditedWy'efinptoyeia in hiis 
fervice, and thofe lefs immediatefy foV for 
example, the officers under Pqfebaws in 
diftant provinces, know that they hold 

theif 
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their offices on a kind of feudal tenure : 
tbey, aotwithilaodtng, eagerly fotieit, and 
conientediy accept them on that condrtion} 
fubmitting^ or, it may be (aid, covenant- 
ing and agreeing, that lie fhould inherit at 
their death. 

m 

Tk£ affinity of this law or cuftom witb 
the tenures of the old feudal kw, trans- 
ferred, in this inftance, from knds to of^ 
fice, would lead us to think it bad its ori- 
gin from thole tenures; for they prevailed^ 
over almoft all the known world, at the: 
time the Koran was formed ^ and they 
fubflfted amongft ourfelves long after thier 
Conqueft. 

By tliefe tenuresi, lands held m fief re^ 
verted, on the death of the holder, ab(b^ 
lutely and irrevocably to the feudal prince- 
or lord : the family were left to fcramble- 
the wide world for fuhfiftenee ^ they had 
jno claim of recovery, nor even a j^etei)^ 
Hon to relief in their neceffities, except firam: 
mere commiieration and humanity. 

Mahomet, eitl^r by chance ordefign^ 
has efFeduatly feccu^ the people from the 
imniediate inconvieaience aqd eppreffion of 
that tenure* 

Estates, 
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Estates, in land or houfes, annexed 
to the churdi, either in adual pofleffion, 
or in rcvcrfion, arc held both by prince 
and people facred and inviolable: thofe 
perfoiis therefore, by whatever means they 
acquire their pofleifions, who give the re- 
verdon to religious foundations, tranfmit 
them unmoleftedly and unalienably to their 
diredi male iflue : Mecca and Medina arq 
the places generally pre^yred, becaufe held 
the mod facred« 

Thev call this fettlement Vacuf: they 
pay an annual^ very trifling, quit-rent, 
until the extinction of that iflue, when the 
whole devolves to the religious fouodatioa 

on VHich it is fettled. 

• , 1 - > ■ 

This previous law, or tic of refi^on, 
binds the prince to (b rigid an obfervance, 
that there ha^ i;^ver been a fingle e^m- 
j^^c of ^ evea an attempt to treijpafa Okir x^ 

:yf»|e;it: ■•-. ;• 

FoR» uidependent of what he may con« 
ceive his duty towards God, or his prt>- 
phet, the leaft breach of fuch a law de- 
ilroys the very foundation of his throne : 
It Lb ntierely )by the Korati^ or their lieligfous 
inftituteSy his fovcrtignty exii^ \ the men 

meat 
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mcnt he abandons thofc dodlrines, or vio- 
lates thofe laws, he becomes an infidel, and* 
ceafes to be the lawful (bvereijgn. 

Mahomet has hot limited this law of 
fecurity merely to his own * feftaries ; it 
extends to all religions Chriftians or Jews 
may avail themfelves of it ; and as mod 
of them, led byiimbition or intereft, af- 
pire to enjoy mc^^fer Ifefs the countenance 
and favour of the great officers iii jgovern- 
ment, they generally take the advantage 
of that protcdlion to fettle their pofleffions 
either with Mecca or Medina; or, pei^ 
haps, with ' greater ftcil?ry, 'ipme one of 
' the feveral mofchdes at jGohftiii^itiQpfte, or 
wherever elfe their -faricy dl: fcoiih^xioii's. 
may lead thern ; it is enough that it be a. 
religious foiindatipn; . "' / 

• The Jews,;irideed, have bieri excldc^d: 
*icJnie molbhiesj^as it'appe^red b^ the re- 
gifters, that in the fpace of a hbridred. 
years, not a fingle reverfion fell jn ; whence: . 
the Tbrks, it fhduld ftem, have copcliicled,. 
that the dircft male iflbe of the fons of 
Abraham is eternal. , " . • 

• ^ From what hai bfe^a fmd' !of ' the Faciif^ 
it is obvious, And iic is WortH dbftrving^ 
what immenfe revenues belong to the 

church ^ 
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cbufch ; and how in fucceffion of time it 
muft fwallow up into its enormous bofom, 
almoft all the lands and pofieiTions of that 
vaft empire^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII 

Fa£ls td elucidate the foregoing chapter^ ani 
of the Turkijb governmeni. 

TH E Grand Seignor is confidered as 
abfolute fovercign of the whole 
Turkifti empire ; the fubjedts approaching, 
him treat him as a divinity, with the high* 
eft veneration and refpeft. He (hould^ 
ftri<aiy adhering to their conftitution, dele- 
gate his abfotute power to the Vizir. Thfs 
was praflifed by moft of them from Maho?- 
met the lid's time to 1 730^ 

The rebellion that year, the depofition- 
of fultan Achmety and the acceffion of his 
nephew Machmut, gave a dew turn to the 
conftitution« There was, at that time, in 
the feragib, where he generally ads as firfb 
minifter^.a Kiftar-Aga-^ or chief of the 
black eunuchs, an experienced and wife 
man : he had been tn crffice under Mach* 
mut^s father^ predeceilbr to the depofed 
Achmet $ he had iieeft two rebellions, two 
depofitions of the fevereign, obferved the 
caufe, traced the evil„ and pointed out the 
remedy. 

Th» 
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The caufe he afcribed to the permanent 
continuance md abfdute power of the Vi« 
zira ; to their ambition of glory, and reft* 
lefs difpofition for war and ccmqueft. He 
therefore counfelicd the new Sultan to re- 
tain the power in-his own hands ; to change 
his Vizirs frequently, not fufferingany one 
to continue in office above three years, and 
to live in peace with ail his neighbours. On 
thefe maxims he advifed hi^ mailer to efta- 
bliih the tranquillity of government, and 
the fecurity of the throne; and fultan 
Machmut, during a reign of twenty-four 
y^ars^ fteadlly adhered to them. 

This black eunuch lived to the age of 
SH^ty ; he died in i 746, and was fucceeded 
by his favourite Bekir-Aga^ a young Black, 
about thirty three years of aee, born in 
the ifland of Borneo. Full of fpirit and 
vigour, he found himfelf, by the policy of 
his late mailer, in pofleiTion of abfcJute 
power, and hailened to exert it ; but be 
wanted the wifdom, the judgment, the 
knowledge of mankind, and experience 
bis predeceflbr poi!e0ed \ his will became 
his lawy and be iet no bounds to bis ava- 
rice. 

Intoxicated 
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Intoxicated with higher ideas than his 
under (landing could fupport, he laid down 
as a maxim, That no man in the empire 
fliould be worth abore lOjOOO* dollars^ 
and afted as if he would not leave then:t 
an afper. 

Thb rage of His paffibf) was for dia- 
monds, jewel-work, and rich toys; pro- 
bably, indeed^ tcy lay in a ftock of porta- 
ble wealth for an evrl day, and to live in 
fplendor at Cairo, the ufual place of their 
exile. During the fix years of hia admi- 
niftration, one would have thought that 
he Intended to exhauft all Europe of dia* 
monds, and piirchafe the whole produce: 
of the mines of Golconda andBcazil.. 

The inflruments of his eietortron werc^ 
a young flave of twenty^two or t\venty* 
three years old^ and an Armenian raifed: 
from the- duft. The government of that 
vafli empire centered in the hands of this 
junto. When any krgie purchafe of dia- 
monds was to be made, the means were 
concerted between thefc three how to raife 
the money : they fagacioufly divided the ne- 

ceflary 

*' A dottar makes rao- afpers, and b worths 
two fhtUings and fa-pence. 
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ceflary fum into parts; they then applied to 
a number of opulent great men, who were, 
or had been in office^ and giving them to. 
underftand it was to purchafe prefents in- 
tended for the fovereign, they affigned a 
part on each until they had compleated the 
whole fum. No one dared rejpine, nor 
€ven Tiefitate ; fbme were Xilent through 
fear ; others, perhaps, moll of tliem, from 
the expectation of future favours. 

This rapine was varioufly talked of ^ 
fome afcribed it to the prince, fome to the 
Black and his aflbciates ; the more general 
Voice gave it to the former, who certainly 
could not be entirely ignorant of the extor- 
tions pradtifed by his minifter. They oc- 
calioned, however, no commotions or diC- 

turbances. 

• ■ • • • 

Highly in the fultari's confidence and 
favour, he might, indeed, have gone on 
with thefe and other irregularities wijchoiit, 
<x)ntrouh but his firft fuccefles fpirited 
him. on to enormous ads. of power againft 
all decency, law, and religion; he not only 
ineddled with .thofe dependent, but even 
with independent people. He injudtcioufly 
offended the body of Janiflaries, by Hop- 
ping the pay of fome, and withholding 
the money which bad been rpromifed them 

for 
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for rebuilding their Odda% or chambers, 
lately burned down ; and at laft, he ftruck 
againft thofe whom he had feared moH', 
the men of the law. 

An important caufe was depending be- 
fore the Moulab^ or judge of Scutari, a 
man of fingular refolution. The party 
who was in the wrong applied to the Black 
and his creatures for protection, and backed 
their requeft with a large prefent. .The 
junto undertook it, and fent a meflage to 
the judge, that he fhould decide the caufe 
in Kivour of their friend : he anfwered, 
that he would pronounce according to law, 
and his own confcience^ and on various 
like (blicitations, he as conflantly perfifted 
in the fame anfwen 

The day he was on the bench to hear, 
and finally to determine the caufe, a * Cbitf* 
badar of the Black's entered the court-room 
with precipitation, and heard the fentence 
pronounced againft their friend. He abufed 
and threatened the Moulab^ drew' out a 
fhort whip they gencjrally wear, and fome 
pretend, went fo far as not only to (hake 
and menace, but to ftrike. 

This 
♦ Head-fervant. 
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This unprecedented infult on law and 
reUgfon, ftirred up the MoulA to feek re* 
dreft and revenge : he applied to the Muf^ 
it, who fent him to the Vizir. That mi- 
nifter ibught^ by all poffible methods, to 
pacify him : every oflfer was rejcdled, even 
that of the Moulalick of Iconium, the bcft in 
the empire. The men of the law fupported 
their brother, and murmured filently, but 
deeply. What heightened their indigna- 
tion was, that whilft the Vizir capitukited 
with the Moulab^ the Black rewarded his 
Cbiobadar with a lucrative meilage abroad. 

The Black and his dependants perceived 
the ftorm arifing ; they found they could 
not iilence the Moulab, and theremre de- 
termined! his deftruiStion. This could not 
be done openly^ yet their Arabian craft, 
blinded by rage, paflion, and de(bair, did 
not enable them to concert it with their 
ufual diabolical fubdety, or to perpetrate 
their villainy with that fecrecy the evil they 
•cxjpofed themfelves to required. 

Ths bungling project they hit ypon was 
to fend ruffians in the dead of night, who 
ftrangled the Moulab and his daughter in 
their beds: in the mean time, they cut 
the wooden jMllars fupporting the houfe^ 

and 
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and fo demoliftied it, that it might appear 
as if they were accidentally buried under 
the ruins. 

The time, method, and circumftances, 
led to a clear difcovery of all this horrid 
tranfadtion. The men of the law became 
defperately refdved on vengeance, and 
joined fecretly with fome chiefs of the Ja- 
nizaries V but determined to fpare the fove- 
reign, provided he gave up his Black, the 
obnoxious Kiflar-Aga. 

The difficulty lay how to make their 
firft grievances known to him : if through 
the black eunuch, the natural channel, any 
two or three complainants riiked fudden 
deftruftion, without efFedting what they 
defired; if fecretly to the Sultan, they 
were not Aire of a better fate. Th^ found 
therefore, only one method which might 
efiedtually awaken, intimidate, and in^ 
form him ; that was, by burning of Con- 
ftantinople. . _ 

Fires continued ince0antly for near 
twenty days, every day in two or three dif- 
ferent parts of that city. The Grand 
Seignor finding the evil deep, and carried 
on by defign, depofed the Vizir ; a facri- 
fice he imagined would appcafe the rage of 

difcontent : 
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diicontent : but he found that expedient 
wds infufficient : for the next. day aiinany 
fires appeared. At the laft he was advi&d^ 
as it was fafd by fcmie, to confult fecretly 
thit Mufti '^ or, as others report, that chief 
of the law went to him fpcnitaneoufly, and 
boklly laid the whole iniquitous conduft 
of the Black before him, demanded juf- 
tice, and told him, he expofed tbe.fecu- 
rity of his own throne in refufing it; urged 
the neceffity of taking fome immediate de- 
termined party againfl thelBiack ; adding^ 
if the Sultan would not give BecUr the 
Kiflar-^/iga upf he defired Teave to refigii 
his own office, that he might rather as a 
private man, fee the dreaded cataftrophe 
of his prince's fall, than, as the head of 
the law, be conftrained to conient to it. 

Sure itis, thattheilf«///wasTealIy aman 
of that ftoical felf-deny ing turn, that heroic 
mind, 'as to dare hold fiich language, and 
undertake this rafh and hazardous meflage 
to his fovereign, who immediately gave 
attention to this alarming remonftrance, de- 
termined to get rid of the Black, and tof 
ejtfle him to Cairo. • 

* 

. On one of hisufual days, of recreation, 
the Sukan -went by water to a Cbiojk. or 
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ftimmer-houfe, on the Bofphonis : the * 5(7- 
^ftangi'PaJhiy and Seliebatar-Aga^ who alvrays 
accompany him, had already received his 
orders. The Black was of the party^ they 
feized on him at bis landing, forced him 
into a boat) and imprifoned him in Lean- 
der's tower t, where he was to wait for 
the galley defigned to transport him to 
Cairo. 

The fight of the galley excited frefh* 
remonftrances from the Law; they de- 
manded the delinquent's blood, and obliged 
the Grand Seignor, though with the utmoft 
reludtance, to confent to his execution. 

. Ths high rpirit of the Black was changed 
to defperation at the fight of the executio- 
ner; he refolutely defended himfelf with 
hhHanjarj or knife, againft that officer: 
he wounded him ; and fell at laft but by 
the fuperiority of the fcimitar : his body 

lay expofed three da3'Son the fija-fhore. 

• 

Daily 

* The Boftangi Pa/ba always fleers the Sultan's 
boat ; he is the chief of the Bojlangeesy or gar- 
deners, who, on occafion, form a con(i3erable 
military corps. The Seli^ar-Aga is the Sultan's 
fword-bearer, and conftantly attends him. 

t Situated on an ifland, in the port of Con- 
(lantinople. 
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Daily exeojatfons fbllowed. of j^ll, his 
creatures and dependants^ his (lave, hiS: 
Aripenian, and his fecretaries; many others 
were exiled. ^ , 

■'• ' ■ — i .' • ! .: . 

. Xn? fums cooHfcated by death and ^ile. 
were immenfc. What pafled through the 
^efterdaraty or public treafury, and wai 
afterwards paid into the Grand Seignor's 
Cbafne^ or private treafury, colleded from 
vfithout, amounted to go,50o pu^fes, 6x a 
million nine hundred tlipufand pounds fter- 
ling. What .vvasf3uncii within the Seraglio 
in diamond^, jewei-work, and gold, was 
never known; but in general aflu red to he 
as much m<?re, or far exceeding it. 

This mod rare and remarkable fadl in 
their hiftory, and which (o immediately 
and intimately affefted abfolute power, 
might fingly (hew how law at laft can effec- 
tually controul it, and bring the fovereign, 
asit was well known in. this cafe, againft 
every fentiment of love and'affeftion, and 
almoft without a precedent or example, to 
abandon the governor of his Seraglio, and 
at that time of his empire, to the utmoft 
rigour of the JMftice of law. 



'.I 
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tvr that^Vein tHcTSuWan thihlcfiWrtrfelf 
botind by law, is evident from his |>rac:- 
tice ; for, on tiny treaty to be h)^e, aHy 
war to be undertaken, or trantg^fllon^u- 
nifhed that are committed againfl himfelf, 
6r by jicrfons of feigh rank in ^ his Ser- 
vice ; he applies to the Mufii kt'^hh 'Feh 
fa^ hrs decree, his deelfibn, br fatidHoh of 
few. 



' f 



It is trwi^sbeitisfKesftHe il®///i^h^^^ 
depofeahd exile 1%, ^6 S*brft tMt cdtt 
happen to him. It'^1s^alft>;As true, that 
many of thiem, va dBKrent riighs,'havfe 
aftually withftood' the' will' if'th^irTSultato ; 
and that, notwithftandtn^,'1ie has feot'dared 
immediately to refent their non-compliance. 
On thefeoccafions'it hasb^en jtidged "ne- 
cieflary to invent ibWe • hibfe plafufibfe pre- 
tence for di(graciAg thete : the argumcfnt 
againft violent proceedings, would, ' in thts 
cife, be too clarn6rous with the peipte; 
thde of the law alone itiight ftiake hi« 
throne. 

The Kordfiy we hdve obfer^d, fecur'es 
property ; and the fbibwing rihiarkable 
iDftance will confirift the pra^tce. 



In 



[ 77 J 
Jn the year 1755, the * Porte was burnt 
entirely down : on rebuilding it the confi- 
deratipn.was how to place it on the fprmer 
foot, and at the feme time render the fitu- 
ation fecure from ar like accidtnt fix the 
future. 

Th^ method d^termtned on, was^ to 
leave a fvifficient void fpace about it, and 
, for that end to purchafe and demolifh fe- 
veral houfes that \yere contiguous. Moll 
owners fubmitted to a lale ; but there wa^ 
one old woman who declared (he could not, 
and would not, part with hers ; that ithaii 
been a property in her family for feveral 
generations, and no money could compen- 
fhte the infinite value it was of to.her : no 
offer teqipted her^ n6 threats could avail. 
The men in power criecj out andabufcd 
her; but the injuftice appeared, too violent 
to. dare take it by force; the houfe Hood; 
aria when it was alked why the Sultan did 
itot ufe hi)s authority ?. takfe it, and pay the 
value .?" thW aii(\veF wafe,'^*?/i impojfibk^ it 
cnnnot b^ dpne^ it is her '^rppertj. 

' E 3 ' NoT^ 






* Thfij^ Porte is. the paWe in ^hich. the Vizir 
rcfiJes: \n it ^11 the archives are kept, and all 
imblic bufihefi tranfadecU . 



Notwithstanding the tranfcendent 
expjreflions t1i€ Turk§ .ufe when fpeaking 
of their foverejgn, they will frequently 
inurmut, talk; freely, abufe him and his 
minifters, throw ahonynious fcurrilous pa- 
pers into the mofchees, and feem ever ripe 
for rebellion, if .outraged by frequent and 
unufual oppreflion and tyranny. They are 
. taught that he is'eftablilhed by God, that 
.:hp is a defcendent of their prophet, thro* 
.'whofe mediation they expeft. falvation; 
and yet in a moment they will deprive him 
of his throne, of his liberty, and even of 
his life. 

. This may appear only a fangle ioftancc 
'of the ihimenTe number' of feeming cori- 
tradiftions in the comppfition of human 
riatn re V .though, indeed, ;werc it fo, jt 
might.wi'th other fuch inftances be account- 
ed for, by whajt a'rfagacibu$ * free writer 
; has'atfe'mpt^d tp prove : tllat .men 'do*^ji9t 
.. gep^rally ad^ according ^toprinciples» • .] 

ALTHoircH^I t!iink1iis propofition too 

..sentral, it is, I fear, in great part true; 

lor that there are many men who do not 

a<Jt,according tp principle,, is but too evi- 

"deiit'i'thisjliight thieretbrc, ih iappe^aqce, 

• •• ^*- " ^ • ,':^ : •■ ' ^^^.Jfurnirtx 

* fiayle. 
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furnilh a folutibn ; but here would be mif- 
applied and infufficient ; for the whole of 
what Turks are taught relating to gd- 
vernment, is not taken into the cafe; 
and therefore the faft is not fairly re; . 
prefented. 

For they learn very early, that if the 
prince is of right divine, he founds it on . 
the Koran ; that he is conftituted fuch by 
that facred code of laws ; which as & true 
believer he has ftudied, and knew, before 
his acceflion to the throne, it would ever 
be his duty to obferve V and: that, confe* 
quently, he is asinuch bound and tied by 
all thofc laws, as they thcmfelves arc. 

This is fo explicitly and fttlly laid down 
in the KoraUy that Mahomet thought it ne- 
ceflary to throw in rules of exception ex* 
prefly for himfelf. ' 

Hence when the people are notorioufly 
aggrieved ; their property, or that of- the 
church, repeatedly violated; when the 
prince will riot in blood, or carry on an 
unfuccefsful war; they appeal to Lam 
pronounce him an infidel, a tyrant, un- 
juft, incapable to govern ; and^ in con- 
fequ«noe, depofe and imprifon, or deftroy. 
him. 

E 4. Thex: 
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Thet, it is true, confQlt -firft theh'X)wn 
powers or the probability of fuccefs^ ra- 
rbcr than the rcdtitude ot the adlton, but 
always under the fandHen of the lavr, di- 
refted by fome one of the legiflature ; and 
It may be affirmed, that no example will 
be found of the depofition of a Sultan in 
Turky, bat a form of law, either true or 
. fatfe, has been obferved : nay, it feems ab- 
folutdy neceflary ; for it has always been 
praftifed, that either the Mufti^ or ♦ the 
Nakih of Santa Sophia^ or of Eiup^ or 3jt 
ieaft, fome diftinguiihed man of the law, 
(hould enter the Seraglio^ or tent, and 
even declare the reafons of the depofition 
TO the very Sultan; announcirtg to him 
why by law he is unworthy and incapable 
of reigning. 

• 

Fear obliges the Turks to paflive obe- 
dience, merely as difunited individuals : 
then they only talk ; — but when once the 
l>urtfaen of ills accumulate and extend, 
they find a chief •, the law and foldiery join 
With. the people a&. in a. common intereft, 
and d«pofe the oppreflbr ; but always place 

on the tiirone his lawful fuccefibn 

« 

This 

' ♦ Hiad, or <fire£ter of the mofeh^es, who 
are eiiiirs or defcendent$ of Mahomet, 
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THtafitiglc-tindoubtea pradtice of tak^ 
ihg the lawful Succeffor proves they feek 
the fandion of law; and Iinuft obfcrvc 
what perhaps is undoubtectiy^.true^ where- 
ever it has not been mere ufurped tcrapo-- 
rary power^ the like Has bceofMra^tiiie^ m^ 
all governmentji. . 
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Hijtory of the Fizir R^iMebemetPaJbavf^s 

government. 



TH E death of the chief Black gave 
a fudden change to the interior of 
the Turkifti government, and may -be con- 
fidered as a new sera in their conftitution. 
This circumftance, however, is little 
known, and left noticed : what therefore 
fucceeded, and the advantages taken from 
that event by the Vizir, to eftablifh his 
own abfoljute power, may be worth ^-elat- 

The new Kiflar-'jiga^ intimidated by 
the tragical end of his predeceflbr, con* 
du(fted himfelf with great caution; he 
fecmed toconfult frequently with the Vizir, 
and enter into clofer connexions with him : 
this continued until the year 1754. 

It was then that, on the demife of Sul- 
tan Machmut,liis brother Ofroan afcended 
the throne. This prince, according to the 
maxims of Turkifh policy, had been con- 
tinually confined ; and now came forth 

new 
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new into the worlds at the age of fifty-fix,- 
a perfe<5t ftranger to mankind. On this 
event, the Black ^^^ir*-^^^ began to af- 
fume more power, and with his party; 
compofed of fome without and fome within 
the Seraglio, to make and depofe Vizirs as 
they pleafed.' Hfs power; within the Se- 
raglio is entirely- free from controul, ex- 
cept from his fecretary,th&y^z/^/ Effendi\ 
who generally gains credit with the Grand 
Seignor : in thefe two, and a few of theii: 
adherents, the whole power of government : 
centered. 

On the death of Ofrhan, in the 3rear' 
17575 thie Vizir Ragib Mehemet Pafha,.. 
wno had the feals, happened to be the^ 
ableft, and moft fubtle man of the Turkifli 
empire. His office led him to place Sultan 
Muftapba on the throlie : he had cither- 
formed aiecret connexion with that prince 
before, or captivated his afFeftion then, by 
his obfequioufnefs, learning, and eloquence^ , 
fo that he became at once his friend and 
confidant, and fet the office of Vizir on itsi 
ancient footing of abfolute minifter witli. 
abfolute power. 

The Sultan, to attach this minifter merer - 
efFeftually to his perfon, obliged himta- 
repudiate an amiable young lady his wife^, 
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•nd to marry the princefs his fifter ; . a wi- 
dowi whofe perfbn, and advanced years, 
rendered her an objedl- incapable of excit* 
ing the tender pailTons. 

MusTAPHA, the prefent Sultan, of whom 
we are now fpeaking, is a fon of Achmet, 
who was depofed in 1730. The two bro- 
thers Machmut and Ofman, who had 
feigned from the time of that dcpofition 
till the accefSon of Muftapha, were de- 
fcendents of Achmet*s brother. 

Filial duty operates with great force 
on Mahometans ^ they commonh', I might 
fay invariably, make a point of^imitating 
their fathers ; and quote the life and adli- 
on& of their progenitors as the only models 
they ou^t to follow. 

This prittce, therefore, looked on all 
and every regulation introduced fince his 
father's depoution, or which deviated from 
the practice of his anceftors,asinfufferabIe 
innovations j and the reigns of his two cou- 
fins appeared to him full of abufes and ir- 
regularities. 

The Vizir took care to confirm him in 
thefe ideas, and to point out the abufes ; 
exclaiming againft them as deviations not 

only 
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from the aiicknt Mabometan rule or canon 
of government : he carried him up to the 
time of Solyman I. by fome called the 
Magnificent, by them the Lawgiver ; and 
did not fail to reprefent the power given to 
the Kijlar-Aga^ a wild, ignorant black flave, 
as the fource of thofe and all other attend- 
ant evils ; that the authority ufurped with- 
in the Seraglio, and the iniquitous intrigues 
always forauag there, deftroyed the wifeft 
meafures of the Porte; and that the true 
original eftablifhment of the empire, was 
the abfolute power of the Vizir. 

The Black who fueceeded Btkir-Aga 
ft ill continued io power. On feveral occa- 
Cons be had fliewn himfelf no friend tg the 
Vizir, who^ neverthelefs, had fupported 
himfelf, during the few months he goyern- 
ed in Sultan Oifman's reign, by means of 
the JaTJgiEfendi ; he found himfelf, how- 
ever, continually tottering, and called hin> 
felf pubficUy, a fl;rangef who muft prer 
pare ta remove; Turks never forgive : 
the Vizir's ability and art were therefore 
immediately empbyed to fatisfy his re- 
venge, by puniihing this enemy. Th^ 
Black was condemned to exile; and on the 
fatal difafter of the Mecca caravan, his 
head was ftruck oflf, aijd brought to Con- 

ftantinople, 
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ftantrnople, as a compenfatidn he owed to 
the people for being the original caufe of 
that facrilege. 

The power of minifters in this, as ift 
many other countries, is in proportion to 
the emoluments of their office, and the 
confequent riches and number of their de- 
pendents. 

The Haremy or ladies of the Seraglio, 
have a vaft revenue affigned them for their 
I'upport and maintenance : this confifts in 
large diftrifts of lands, and confiderable 
tQwns, in Europe and Afia^ and is called 
the Haremai. The abfolute independent 
government and direAion of thefe reve- 
nues, which amount to thofe of a kingdom, 
were intirely in the difpofitionof the black 
Kijlar-Aga. He received the whole, ac- 
countable to no one ; in all affairs relating 
to the Haremaiy he held the Divans, diftri- 
buted jufticc ; caufes, criminal and civil, 
tanie before him-, he named the governors, 
^nd all the other magiftrates, civil and 
military ; no one dared contradidt him, or 
interfere with him in the government of 
thofe places allotted for the maintenance 
of the Harem. 

The 
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The difficulty was how to eradicate this 
part of the conftiiution ; but Ragib Me- 
"hemet Paflia's refources never failed him : 
fais knowledge of their hiftory, his fertile 
genius and eloquence, had captivated the 
Grand Seigrior, who was foon perfuaded 
that this power of the Black Eunuch over 
the Haremaiy was the fource of his crimes j 
that government fhould be more fimple; 
and that even the bufinefs of the Haremai 
'fliould, as a principal and eflential part, 
be annexed to the Vizir's office : in fliort, 
he got it ihtirely out of the hands of the 
Seraglio, and brought it into his own; 
fubfti tuting a Black of his own choice, whom 
he rendered fubfervient to all his views ; 
fo that oue m^ht truly fay, he re- model- 
led that part of government, and brought 
the whole empire under his own abfolute 
power. 

I COULD not help often Comjiarifig this 
Vizir's ^rt of governiog, with that of Ti- 
berius. ' In cunning,, deceit, andjealoiify, 
he exceeded him ; and where he found a 
competitor, or one who might endanger 
his own fecurity, his cruelty perhaps was 
not jefe, .' ' '^ \ 

■'.''' " • 
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A Teftkrdar, or h]|^*ttearuref^ a 
man of unbounded gpnerofity, and un- 
common fublimity or fentiment, occu^- 
pied that poft for the fecond time while 
Ragib was Vizir, and had gained vaft por 
puJari ty . The Vizir heard Kim continually 
praifed : this was a fufficient reafon to ex- 
cite his jealoufy. He ordered a revifion of 
accounts > found him, as he pretended^ 
deficient; and procured his exile; at the 
Xame time connlplaining of the lofs he fuf- 
taincd by the Tefienkr^s removal. Nor 
did the Vizir's hatred ftop here y it follow- 
ed him in his exile, and was not appeafed 
but by his blood : he had his head cut off, 
protefting all the while againfj:, fuch cruel 
juftice, 9rying and lamenting as forhia 
friend's hard fete ; cenfurio^ the Grand 
Seignor's rigour and too inflexible feverity, 
exerciied on fo able and amiable a maj;i^ 
for a crime fo common, and for which an 
atqneniwt; w?2i5 fp eafily mad^. 

With allhis credit and po>ycE, he never 
In the Waft. a,ttenM)ted to content the Grand 
Seignor'^ will, bybfervient to it, he ad- 
vanced to the high and important poft of 
ilf«///, one Veii Effendi^ a bold Joq^uaqiou$ 
man, much refpefted in the law. * This 
man was not long in his poft, before he was 

obfervcd 
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obferved to meddle in poKtics, and was 
thought to vie in power with the Vizir. 

Thb Vizir, who had taken an afiedion 
to the interpreter of the Porte, refolved 
to make a change of princes, or Faywodes^ 
in Moldavia and Walachia ; and to confer 
one of thofe dignities on the interpreter. 
The Sultan agreed to it ; the interpreter 
was nominated to this promotion ^ and the 
honours to be conferred on him on that oc- 
cafion were prepared : but the Mufti^ who 
patronized another, a depofed prince, 
came between, and mentioned him to the 
Grand Seignor as the propereft perfon ; 
heightening his. commendation with un*- 
common prai fes. 

The Suhan mentioned this recommen- 
dation to the Vizir j that minifter imme*- 
diately confirmed it, and fubmitted to a!*- 
ter his whole plan. 

The interpreter was laid afide, atwl the 
Miifii. hzd the fatisfadion to find his re- 
commendation eiTedual. 

The Vizir'^B ufual Turkifli Proverb was, 
that " you muft hunt the hare in a cart :'* 
that is, Do your bufinefs covertly, and 
avoid precipitation^ He received the new 

rince 
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prince as if this promotion was his own 
adt, and the new prince his own creature : 
all went on, feemingly, in perfcdl harmony 
with the ilf«///, for near three months. At 
length a rumour was induftrioufly fpread 
round the town, as if the Mufti had taken 
one hundred purfes of money for his re- 
commendation ; but if this did not reach 
the Grand Seignor, it failed in its intended 
efFedl : the point was how to convey it to 
him. 

This prince, as is cuftomary in Turky^ 
frequently went about incognito, difguifed 
as a common man ; and introduced himfelf 
into coffee-houfes to hear what the people 
faid of himfelf and his miniflers. 

It was to one of thofe houfes m * Eiup^ 
that he more particwlariy reforted : here 
the Vizir fet fome of hrs peojMe, and in- 
ftrudted them in the language, which, on 
the Sultan's entrance, they fhould hold in 
his hearing. One of them began with fay- 
ing, "*' they were bleft with the wifeft, 
jufteft, and bed of princes, and wilhed 
that his minifters refembled him ; but 
what could they hope, whea the chief of 
their religion and law was fo venal . apd in- 
famous as to be corrupted by infidels ? 

that 
* A fuburb near his fummer-pahce. 
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that the Mufti had received a hundred 
purfes of money to raife 9 miferable infidel 
to the dignity of prince of Walachia \ and 
if fuch aboiDinations were fufFered, and 
that the Grand Seignor (hould rot be in- 
formed of them, the empire would foon 
fall into ruin and deftrudlion." The whole 
company joined in the accufation : the 
-Grand Seignor alarmed, flipt out, went to 
the Vizir, and ordered him to depofe the 
Mufti immediately. 

The Vizir expoftulated ; he told his 
.majcfty, that lucli reports (hould be re- 
ceived with diffidence ; that people were 
often mifinformed, and always difpofed to 
be cenfcrious asd impertinent ; that this 
report was certainly not to be trufted ; that 
the Mufti vfz$i too holy, too virtuous a man 
to be guilty of fuch wickednefs ; arid con- 
jured him, at leaff, tofufpend his indigo 
^lation until he could more truly and pre- 
cifely' verify the fact. 

His exhortations and in treaties pacified 
the monarch for the prefent, until the fub- 
tle minifter pofted a new group in another 
cofFee-houfe, to repeat the accufation, with 
additional aggravations agaiioft xht Mufti. 
The firft was then confirmed beyond a 
doubt 5 the prince would no longer fufFer a 
* ' delay. 
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delay, but ordered the Mufii into , imme- 
diate baniftiment, to a mod difagreeable 
fituation at Syiiope on the Black Sea. 

The Vizir appeared to all his friends 
under the utmoft concern at this event. 
The Mufii applied to him with oioft fer- 
vent entreaties, to have the place of banifli- 
ment changed, and that his departure 
might not be fo inftantaneous : the minify 
ter reprefented the difficulty of prevailing 
with an irritated, paflionate, juft prince. 
However, he promifed to ufe all hisinte- 
reft to mitigate the fentence, and that he 
would, as efFedually as poflibre, implore 
lii$ majefty's clemency. 

He fuflfered the Mifn to remain a day 
or two at a country-houfe on the Bofpho- 
rus ; and afterwards obtained for him, 
what this difgraced man and his friends fb 
ardently defired, the place of his banifh- 
ment to be changed from Synope to Brufia. 

Thus after giving him a fatal blow,, he . 
yet rqferved to himlelf the merit of hav- 
ing moll efientially fcrved, him* 
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C H A P. IX. 



Cbangr of Vizirs. — Order of Bujtnefs. 
Policy of Turkijb Mtnifters, 



THE charge of Viiirs, : «md fome- 
timts, though farely, their exccu- 
tk>ti, b^s brdilght on a general prejudice^ 
and beav* prod uded as an argument of the 
inftatnlity and dtlbrder of the Tiirkilh go- 
vernment : Sultan Machmut, as I have db- 
feffed, introduced that change as a maxim 
of ftate, and was the iirft who tnethodi- 
cally praftifcd it. 

Some who were of the very Idweft elafs 
of men, fevcralof whoito'couW liot write 
or read, have occupied that high offiee ^ 
yet the order of gdvemment, and thecl^ 
of bufmefs, has not been a moraent imi^r- 
rupted. Another maxim more Certam and 
falutary preferves government in its eq^al 
regular courfe ; for fubalterns in office are 
religioudy cpntinued, and ; generally on 
changes advanced : (b that tnofe wtio are 

, . many 
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many' years trained and pradtifed in the 
bufinefs, become the Vizir's amanucnfes 
and inftruftors. Hence, any new Vizir is 
foon matter of the modes^ of government ; 
• or rf he is not, as to the mott difficult and 
intricate psrts, he is (b far at leaft as to 
keep the empire and the capital city in 
quiet, the men of the law in good humour, 
and to matter the foldiery; the which, 
perhaps, are the chief and mott important 
ends'of his great, power. By this pi^aicrecd^ 
ing of government, no mutation of the 
higher officers ever affedls the whdle; fo 
that when we read of a • Cbiaia to the Vi- 
zir, . a t Rets Effendiy a X Cbiaous Pafcby^ de- 
pofed, the (pirit of the office remains, 
land the bufmefs ftill goes on in it$ proper 
courfe. V 

The clerks and under-clerks are almott 
innumerable.. Some hundreds of hands 
are kept conftantlyat work at the Porte, 
and each of them with the leaft talents or 
genius afpire to fome of the highett digni- 
ties ; keep their eye immediately fixed for 
years on the office they hope to fill ; and 
by an obftinate perfevcrance, and never 

moving 

* Second in power to the Vizin 
. • t Secretary of State. 
X Marflial of the Court. 
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moving out of that courfe, they frequently 
attain their end. 

There is no Chriftian. power can vie, 
with the Porte, for care and exaftnefs in 
their feveral offices : bufinefs is done with 
the greateft accuracy : in any important 
writing words are weighed, and that fig^ 
nification conftantly taken, which may 
moft conduce to their own advantage. 

Papers of the remoteft date, if fingly 
the year of the tranfaftion is known, may 
be found at the Porte; every command 
granted at that time, and every regu- 
lation then made, can be immediately pro- 
duced. 

The rule which government folbws In 
the explanation of treaties, or caprtulati- 
ons, or conceilions granted to Chriilian 
princes, or in many other cafes, is Prece- 
dent } the remoter the example, the more 
refpedtable ; and moft fo, what they call 
the Ancient Canon: any political fuit in 
doubt, or depending. between tbcmfelves 
and the Chriftian Powers, may be imme- 
diately determined by producing Prece- 
dent, j 

The 
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Thb French ambaffadors have often pre- 
tended fuperiority of rank at the Porte: 
the Turks have as folemnly declared to 
others the nulHtyof their pretenfions, and 
that all ambaffadors are on the fame foot- 
ing. But as the publick audiencics are by 
rotation, fome one muft begin, and be the 
firft : hence they take the prime occupant, 
the firft ambafiador who was eftablifhed in 
their country ; and this is the fingle reafon 
why the French have the priority in point 
of time at audiences, but they have none 
of order or pre^-cniinence. 

When they have a mind to expedite bu- 
finefs at the Pdite, or that it is agreeable 
to them, no people do it with a greater ce-» 
lerity; when the contrary, they will as 
artfiilly protraft or delay : numberlfefs ex- 
cufes, good and bad, are ready; it may 
Remain filfpended for months or years. 

The idol the Turks worfliip is gold; 
and In ail common affairs their ears are 
opened by that powerful deity. If that is 
not made tife of, the claim of right, en* 
gagements, capitulations, or treaties, have 
often and generally no eflfeft ; fome matter 
hand muft feel the weight of this fpecious 
golden argument : but then they are often 

generous 



generous enough to trull to a conpitionai 
prom^ife, and are content with the fee after 
the completion of the bufinefs. 

Th« policy of every Turkifli minifter 
has himfelf for its firft objeft ; they ftudy 
folely their own fecurity and permanency 
in officfe : tliis is the only fy ftem they are to 
be taken with. It is in vain to talk of the 
intereft of the empire, either prefent or 
futures the queftiop to themfelves is, Can 
I be fafe ? Can I hold power ? If therefore 
matters of high confequcnce, of peace of 
war, are propounded to them ^ if the one 
or the otner does not coincide, perfedlly, 
with the prefervation of their own power^ 
and efpecialiy their perfonal fafety, all 
the money in the univerfe will not move 
them. 

Some time after theacceflion of Sultan 
Ofman to the throne, the Vizir -who had 
handed him to it, found his credit fallen 
with that prince; that others had the royal 
confidence, and were plotting and intriguu- 
ing his depofifion. 

Educated in the Seraglio, he was no 
ftranger to Its intrigues, and afliduoufly 
endeavoured to counterwork his enemies; 

F but 
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but thtf mines he had laid were generally 
fprung againft himfelf ; fo that he found 
his ruin inevitable. 

.The Reis Effendi under him was a haugh- 
ty ftern MuiTulman ^ the name of a Chrif- 
tian feenied adverfe to his very nature; 
and every paflion was excited, if the lead 
mifunderftanding arofe between the Porte 
and any of the neighbouring powers. 

The Vizir, in full vigour of age, thought 
lie could make a proper ufe of this zealous 
fecretary of ftate, whofc fiery temper, he 
faw, might readily be prompted to plunge 
the Porte into a war, and war he ardently 
wiihedfor: it feemed the moft »effc6laai 
means by which he might preferve himfelf, 
augment his fway of power, and, at the 
head of an army, command even the 
Grand Seignor, and efFe£tuaIly crufh his 
<)wn enemies.? 

There had been trivial difputes and 
bickerings with a neighbouring Chriftian 
court, and fome ferious altercations ; but 
the Sultan's temper, difpolition, or politi- 
cal maxims, had led him rather to pafs 
over than to refent them. 

The 
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Tk^ difputes Nyere known to the Vi^ir » 
he found them proper materials to work on 
the innate hatred the /?w -^^»^/ bore to 
Chriftians, and the contempt in which he 
lield them ; and give him a welcome occa- 
iion to declare his ardent zeal for the ho^ 
Bour and glory of Mufllilmanifm and the 
Sultan. To this man therefore he opened 
this contentious atfair, bading it with 
; every agg.ravating ciircuraftance ; yet^ 
) feigning t6 foften the fury of his paffion, 
, though he knew it was rather the mofl: 
efFedtual means to excite it, he thus brought 
him to become bis ftalking-horfe in the 
Seraglio ; fet them all in a rage, not ex- 
cepting the Sultan himfelf; and brought 
them from threats and menaces almofl to 
a^on« 

The VlzIr prepared to put himfelf 
at the bead of the army to attack that 
power by whom they were, as the Grand 
Seignor and Rets Effendi pretended, fo 
fcandaloufly and ignominioufly infulted. 

The junto who managed this great af- 
fair at the Porte, confided of five per* 
fons : the zealous fecretary of ftate always 
took the lead; the Vizir, fubmiflive to the 
will of the fovereign, fimply approved ; 
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though when commands were made out 
for the troops to aflemble, he exprefled 
himfelf to his confidants- with the greateft 
fatisfadiori and joy. 

But, at length, one of the junto 
opened the fcene to a foreign minifter, 
to whom the negotiation had been entVuft- 
ed ; told him t-he eafy means by which the 
<jrand Scignor and Rets Effendi would be 
fatisfied, the Vizir difappointed, and the 
empire preferved in peace. 

That foreign minifter made a pro- 
per ufe of it ; ftopped for the moment^ 
at the rifque of his own life or fafety, 
the precipitancy and fury with which 
they were carrying on their revsenge ; 
and as what they required was more 
honourable for the, other court td grant, 
than for them to accept, the whole af- 
fair, was adjufted with almoft ^ fmgle 
word. The Vizir was foon after depofed 
and exiled. 

ThOs ended a violent, precipitate, tur- 
bulent negotiation, which lafted a confi- 
derable time; entirely fet on foot by one 
m^n's luft of power, who, to fecure thaf, 
and his dignity, or to perpetrate his 

revenge 
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revenge on a few, wonld have been the 
caufe, perhaps, of the deftrudion of his 
country, but certainly of. many thoufands 
of his fellow-creatures and fellow-fubjeds. 

This perfonal policy has frequently 
manifefted itfelf in leflcr matters. Their 
diftant governors often alpire^to indepen- 
dency, and obtain it. At Babylon, Ach* 
met enjoyed this ufurpcd plenitude of 
power for fcveral years ; and what is more 
extraordinary, hte . fon fucceeded him, 
with undiminiHied authority, undifturbed 
by the Vizir, and died a natural death in 
his government. Not long after, his fon- 
in-law Solyman |*afchaw pofleffed himfelf 
of the fame poft, and maintained the 
fame independence. They difregarded 
the Sultan's commands ^ and though they 
always anfwered in terms of refpe<ft and 
fubmiffion, they. always afted according 
to their own will,. The Vizirs chofe rather 
tamely to fubmit to this infolent treatment, 
than by refenting it to excite rebellion or 
rifle their .own fecurity^ and therefore con- 
tented themfelves with their mere external 
profeffions of obedience^ 

Anotrer remote governor has fupport- 
ed himfelf on the fame footing for many 

F 3 years 5 
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years ; but as he is worfe circumftanced, 
and not fo thoroughly fecure, he muft 
therefore feek fome underhand proteftion 
in the Seraglio, or at the Porte. 

Ok the death of the Chief Black and 
his adherents, that protection was loft; 
he applied at Conftantinople to fecure in 
his intercft a Reis Effendi of fordid ve- 
nality: for this purpofe he furniflied a 
credit for a confiderable fum, and, more- 
over, promifed twenty-four of the fineft 
Arabian horfes for the Vizir and his mi- 
niftcr. The perfon entrufted fent one jo 
found the Peis Effendi ; for fuch mcflages 
tre always grateful. On his return, he 
reported that he left him hefitating, but 
difpofed to accept : it was then thought 
proper to tempt him with a part of the 
bribe. The meflengcr was again difpatch- 
cd to him with a large bag, fealed. The 
Effendi took the money, put it into his bo* 
fom, mufed, rubbed hishcad, ftroked his 
beard ; but at length, drawing the mef- 
fenger clofe to him, told him in a whifper, 
he was obliged to him and his principal for 
intermeddling: he knew that taking the 
money from them was fafe ; but from the 
other, the governor who fought proteftion, 
it might be dangerous to himfcjf, he couH 

pot 



I 



[ 103 ] 

not truft him : he then returned the bag, 
adding that fuch a ftep required much re- 
fledtion. He never would receive the mo- 
ney 5 fo that the governor was obliged to 
feek other protedion ; and muft have 
found it; for he exifts flill with his ufual 
independency. 



END of the FIRST VOLUME. 
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OBSERVATIONS, l^c 



CHAP. X. 

Adminiftration of Turkijb "Juftice. 

I 

I 

I'^HE monarch's defpotifm is not> 
the greateft evil in Turkey : his . 
fubje£ts would perhaps bear that 
without much murmuring^ or great diftrefs. 
The radical deftrudion of all fecurity lies in 
the iniquitous adminiftration of their laws, , 
which are an impending fword in the hand 
of corruption, ever ready tocut off their, 
lives and properties. 

The overflowings of a tender mind muft , 
not lead us to conclude that the (leady > 
condudl of the Moulab^ or judge of Scu- 
tari, and his pofitive refufal to comply with 
the Kijlar-Agds command, arofe from his 
inviolable attachment to drift juftice • for 
from the general and known praftice it is 

F 5 rathe- 
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rather to be inferred, that this Moulab was 
fccuredy pre-engaged, and pre-determined^ 
by the potent motive of a bribe ; and that 
thus tied down, he did not dare a£t other- 
wife, nor even venture to obey the peremp- 
tory command of the Black Eunuch. 

They tell us of fome rare exampleis in 
Turkey of uncorrupt judges ; I have heard 
of one, but I have known none. 

There arc in Conftantinople feveral 
courts where caufes are determined, and 
the plaintiff may choofe in which to pre- 
fer his fuit. The inferior are, the Moulab 
di Galata, and the Siamboif B^cndij or 
judge of Cbnftantinopte ; the higher, the 
two Cadi-Ufquiers^ or judges of Europe and 
A(ia ; and laftly, the Vizir's divan,, which 
is the fupremfe court of judicature. 

Mahomet has exempted his defcend- 
ents from the authority of tbefe jurifdidi- 
ons; they are numerous throughout the 
empire, and are always judged by the heads 
of their tribe : in any caufe, therefore, in 
which an Emir^ or ^Grem-beadi is concern- 
ed, their proper court is that of the Nakib 

of 

* The defcendents of Mahomet are called 
Green-heads, from a green lur ban they wear. 



of Sanaa Sophia, or Eiupi though I have 
obfcrved the Vizir always keeps a watchful 
eye over them, and occafionaHy controula 
their proceedings. 

The plaintiff has not only a confider- 
able, but almoft a certain advantage over 
the defendant ; for a^ he ehufes his judge^. 
his firfl care is to fecure him. 

All the judges have a Naib^or deputy, 
who is the real ading man, and generally 
gtiides and determines the matter : to this 
man the firft application is made, and the 
bribe is oflfered: if he finds the fum wortb 
while, and accepts, you are for the moljb 
part, fecure of gaining your fuit. 

Sometimes, by bribing higher, the de- 
fendant may nonfuit his adyerfary •, or he 
may at leaft, by quirk and quibble, be en^ 
abled topoftponc the catufe; perhaps, to- 
remove it to another court \ and thus pro- 
trading it, if he is the richeft, tire him' 
out, until, at length, the plaintiff is 
obliged to drop bis pretenfions, juft or un- 
juft^ and content himfelf with accepting a 
trifling compofition. 

Thb means of fpinning out a fuit, and 
eluding a decifxon^ are various 5 adcfed itt 

F 6 th^ 
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the forms of procedure, abfence or death 
of witnejQfes, denying the validity of feals, 
the hand-writing of others, or even their 
own; or, as all proof is determined by 
witnefles, and that thefe are found in abun- 
dance who will fwear any thing for pay, 
when a caufe is defperate, an immediate 
refource is at hand ; for fuch witnef^s may 
be brought to any point as will puzzle the 
cleareft caufe, and juftify the law's delay. 

There are different fpecies of witnef- 
fesj fome your neighbours and old ac- 
quaintance; others^ cafual; and laftly, 
thofe who make a profefled trade of at- 
tgyikig^courts of judicature, and live by 
it. Oafoforming them of the merits of 
the c4ijrfe, they firft declare that they ap- 
pear irjjt merely becaufe they fee the hard- 
Ihip at^ injufUce intended againft you ; 
that, as 'they know you to be an honeft 
man, on whofe veracity they can abfoJutely 
depend, they will therefore affirm as truth 
whateveryou (hall aver to them as fuch. 
This profeffion, which they make with an 
afFeded earneftnefs, is the ufual Turkifh 
falvo, ai^d feidom fails to appeafe all their 
qualmsj as well as quiet all their fcruples. 

Ok ftiould it not have that effeft ; if the 
witn^fles infift on better information, they 

are 
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are concealed in a private place, where 
they can hear all that pafles in an adjoining 
apartment. Into this apartment the party 
with whom you are at variance is decoyed, 
and there fuch conceffions, by interrogato- 
ries, and other artful managements, are 
drawn from him as may make againft him^ 
felf : thefe the evidiences report on the tri- 
al,, and declare they have heard. Often 
indeed, on this occafion, inflead of the 
real party, a friend of your own, who per- 
fonates him, is introduced into the apart- 
ment, where he makes what conceffions you 
pleafe^in hearing of the concealed witncfles, 
who can neither fee nor be feen, and who 
do not chufe to deteft the frauds but re- 
port to the judge what they heard, as fpo- 
ken by the real perfon. In law-fuit^, no 
praAice of this kind can ftartle aTnrk;' 
all he is anxious for, is fbme pretext, which 
he thinks may enable him ilill to pafs for 
an honcft man. Thus much for their firft 
fpecies of witnefs. 

Thb laft fort are thofe who make a pror 
fefled trade of it, and are always ready at. 
any man's fervice for a dollar or two. By 
habit and Jong pradtice thefe need no cafu- 
iftry, no falvo to their confcience, but 
fwallow their oath, true or fal^, and will 
ftand or fall by their evidence. 

The 
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THft judges have therr deputies, who 
manage their retainers, and other depend- 
nts; fellows who conftantly attend the 
courts to bring them cuftpm : their bufi- 
nefs is to foment litigation, or to raife falfe 
fuits, called Avaniasy and attack thofe on 
any pretence who are rich and can pay. 
No man is fecure from day to day, efpe- 
dally if he be a Chriftian or Jew; for let 
the caufe on which the procefs is founded, 
be ever fo improbable, abfurd, or falfe, 
he muft appear to it and defend it, when, 
if he has not fecured the judge, a cloud 
of witnefles are brought in, by whofe tefti- 
mony he isaffuredly caft. 

« 

Many inftances daily happen of de- 
mands on property,, or complaints of in- 
juries committed, which never had^ and 
never could have, the lead grounds of ex- 
iftence* 

In general, let the caufe be right or 
wrong, Chriftiansor Jews have no chance 
againft Turks but by dint of money ; hap- 
py, if that can fave them. 

Neither Chriftians nor Jews are admit- 
ted as evidence againft a Turk j but Chrit 

tians 
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tians or Jews can witnefs for or againft each 
other. 

« 
Thby have no fubpcenas ; the law does 
not permit a fumnwns, or oblige any per- . 
fontogive in their evidence; they muft 
do it uncompelled. Turks, unlefs your 
dependents* will not appear in favour of 
Chriftian or Jew : the mere force of money 
rauft bring them into court. If they really 
know the juftice of the caufe, and have 
Teen the fatt^ they generally expedt the 
higher bribe ; and that in proportion as 
they think their evidence material. If it 
is for a Chriftian againft a Turk, it is fcarce 
poffiblc at any rate to engage them. 

A Greek built a houfe, and planted a 
large garden on a piece of ground which 
had been poflefled by his family near four- 
feore^years: all the Hoggets^ or deeds of 
conveyance, were in his hands, pafied in 
due form of law by the original Turkiflx 
proprietor from whom it was purchafed. 
He never thdefs was fuddenly attacked with 
a law fuit by a grandfon of that Turk, who 
declared that his grandfather had not fold 
the ground ; that as his father and he had 
been long abfent on the Grand Scignor's 

fervice 
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fcrvice in the Perfian war, they could not 
lay in their claim before; but that he had 
now the witnefles to prove that the Greek's 
deeds of conveyance were abfolutely falfe, 
and therefore infifted to be put in pofleA 
fion of his 'ground. 

The only refource the Greek had left 
was, to remove his fuit from an inferior 
court, to which he was fummoned, to the 
Vizir's divan, which, as he was under fo- 
reign protedion, he eafiJy obtained. His 
intention by that ftep was not to bring it to 
a hearing; he knew tl]at the witnefles 
againft him were ready, and that he would 
inevitably lofe his caufe; but the ufe he 
made of it, was to bribe fome confiderable 
officers of the Porte, to threaten and deter 
his adverfary; whilft underhand he had 
others who were bringing him to a compo- 
fition, by which means he flopped all far- 
ther profecution^ though at no inconfider* 
able expence. 

These cafes happen daily to Chriflians 
and Jews; efpecially fuch as the Turks 
fufpedt, or know, to be opuleat; often 
amongft the Turks themfelves, out with 
more caution, as they can out-witnefs each« 
other with more facility, and that gene- 
rally the rich can eat up the poorer. Hence 

may 
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may appear^ how precarious purchafes of 
lands or houfes made by Chriftians or Jews 
are in Turkey ; yet it is their ruling paf- 
fion to poflefs both. 

A MAIN defence or proof in any depend- 
ing caufe, - is a Fetfa^ the previous opinion 
or decifion of ^t Mufti. The cafe is put 
to him in fiftitious names, and concludes 
with the demand, Whether Zayd has, or 
has not, a right againft Otnarf Under this 
J? written the Mufsi^s anfwer, which is 
fiynply. He bas^ or, He bas not. — He^can^ 
01^, He cannot. At the bottom of the pa- 
nir the Mufti figns his name, always fub- 
fcribing himfelf, the poor fervant of God/* 

Now, generally, this ** poor fervant of 
God" never* reads the cafe ; but leaves 
the whole confideration of it to his Fetfa 
Eminij or deputy, who, as generally, is 
well bribed before-hand ; he puts the cafe 
in his own manner, and inftrudts the Mufti 
how he ftiould fubfcribe it. This is fo true, 
that there frequently appear oppoiite Fet' 
fas in the feme caufe ; fo that when a party 
thinks himYelf fecure on the Mufti' & deci- 
fion, he finds it of no efFed in court, not 
liftened to, and often totally rejefted, 

OlTE 



[ "4 1 
Owe principal ufe to be made of them 
is, that when the judge is well fecured by 
a bribe, though on the unjuft fide: he 
will then lay a ftrefs on the decifion of 
the Mufti as perfedlly juft, and fhelter 
bis own injuftice under that fandlion; or 
at the word, when contradiAory Fetfas^ 
appear, he may favour the unjuft by ex- 
horting the contending parties to an ac- 
commodation, ^o 

False witnefTes ihould be puni(hed ac- 
cordijig to the Koran;, however,, |bat hap- 
pens but feldom. Now and then a no* 
torious vagrant and offender, detedbed in 
his perjury, if it be in a caufc againft 
fome great man, is kd through the ftreets 
on an afs, with his face towards the tail, 
and an infcriptioh declaring him a Scbeat^ 
or falfe witnefs. But even this is feldom 
feen, except it be on the acceffion of a 
Sultan. A new reign is generally uftiered 
in by fome fuch examples. * He declares 
he will rule according to law, juftice, and 
truth : as a proper warning therefore to 
the people,^ the Vizir lays hold of half a 
dozen of thefe witnefles, and executes 
that pompous fentence. A punifhment 
fo trivial nas rather a ridiculous than a 
ferious efFeft ; fo that the city of Con- 
ftantinople fwarms with thefe wretches: 

but 
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but was it even as fertous as death, it 
may be juftly thought their numbers 
would not diminifti ; for they are encou- 
raged by the men of the law, as the prin- 
cipal means by which their judges, who 
are temporary, and almoft annually re- 
moved, haften to be rich, and able to fub- 
/ift whilft they are out of office. 

To do their courts of law all the juf- 
tice I can, I (hall conclude with two re- 
markable decifions, the one of which fell 
under my own knowledge ; the other is, 
that I mentioned as havmg heard it well 
atteftcd. 

A Ship freighted at Alexandria by 
Turks, to bring them and their mer- 
chandize, confifting in rk:e and dates, to 
Conflantinople, met with a violent (lorm 
in the paflage. The maftcr told thofe 
freighters who were on board, that he 
could not fave the fliip^ nor their lives, 
but by throwing into the fea all the goods 
on the deck, 

Thev confcnted not only for them* 
felv^s, but for other freighters, who were 
at Conftantinople. When the (hip ar- 
rived there, thofe who, had been on board 
Joined with thofe who had not, to pro- 

fecute 
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fecute the miftcr of the fhip, in order 
to recover the value of the goods lie had 
hove overboard. The Moulab of Ga^ 
Jata, before whom he was fummoned,. had 
the cafe fully reprefented to him, and his 
deputy, as ufual, had the promife of a 

reward. 

» 

When, the parties appeared, and the 
witneffcs were examined, the Moulab re- 
fledled a-while, took down his book, and 
gravely opening it, told them, " the book 
declared j that the mafter (hould pay the 
true \8alue of thofe very. goods;" that is, 
what the freighters could prove by witneft 
fes any one would give for them, or what 
they were really worth on board, of the 
Ihip, at the veiy moment the mafter was 
conftrained to throw them into the fea; 
the only means by which he could fave 
the lives of his paffengers, amongft' 
whom were the perfons who now fued him 
for it. 

The freighters ran out of court to find 
witnefles; but the judge, who knew it 
was no objeft on which any would, or could 
dare to appear, without further hefitation 
gave his written decree in favour of the 
mafter. 

The. 
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The fccond cafe was before a young 
Cadi at Smyrna, A poor man claimed a 
houfe which a rich man had ufurped. The 
former held his deeds' and documents to 
prove his right, butthe latter had provided 
itt number of witneffes to invalidate them ; 
and to ftipport their evidence the more ef- 
fcftualiy, he prefented the Cadi with a bag 
containing five hundred ducats : the Cf^i 
received it. When it came to a hearing, 
the poor man told his ftory, produced his 
writings, but wanted that mod eflential 
and only vaUd proof, witneiles. 

The other, provided with witnefles, 
laid his whole flrefs on them, and on his 
adverfary's defed in law, who could pro- 
duce none : he urged xhtCadi therefore to 
give fentence in his favour. 

After the moft prefling follicitations, 
the judge calmly drew out from under his 
fopha the bag of five, hundred ducatft, 
which the rich man had given him as a 
bribe ; faying to him very gravely, " You 
" have been much miftaken in the fuit ; 
?* for if the poor man could bring no wit- 
** ncflcs in confirmation of his right, I 
** myfelf can produce at leaft five hun- 
** dred :" he then threw him the bag with 

reproach 
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reproach and indignation, and decreed the 
houfe to the poor plaintifif. 

Such inftaiices may happen once in an 
age, and dcferve to be tranfmitced to po- 
fterity; and, indeed, it is frequently re- 
lated by the Turks tbemfelves, as a moft 
extraordinary and uncommon example. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 

Of Amhaffadors^^ Their Audiences. . 

TH E Turks have properly no idea 
of the law of nations : they confider 
themfelves as the only nation on earth, and 
regulate their whale conduct with others 
on pofuive compaft, fpontaneous concef- 
(ions, or ufage and cuftom. 

Foreign ambafladors, therefore, have 
no other fecurity, but written oonceffions 
of which they have copjes^ or fuch privi- 
leges unwritten, as their predeceflbrs raade 
ufe of. 

No longer than about fifty years ago, a 
Vizir, Jin Aly Pajba^ thought them onlv 
civil fpics, and was for removing the ren- 
dence of fuch troublefome guefts to the 
Prince's-Ifland, nine miles from Conftanti- 
nople. 

As the trading powers, remote from the 
Tuiks have no reciprocal advantages to 
grant them, their ambafladors in Turkey 
muft fubmit to fuch terms as the govern- 
ment 
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ment pleafes to grant; and it is more fur^ 
prifing their capitulations or conceflions 
liavc been fo well bbferved, than if they 
had been totally negledted. 

When there were only four ambafla- 
dors and one refident in Turkey, ^the cha- 
Tader was fupportcd wrth more dignity, 
and held in higher efteem by the Turks* 

It is true, that their method of living 
was not the mod fociable, but yet feemed 
the beft calculated to engage tefped and 
efteem. They copied the manners of the 
great men among the Turks; vifiting 
rarely » 'but when they did, it was with 
all the pomp of Eaftern oftentation : they 
drefled for that day in the moft fumptuous 
manner, had their fervants in their rich 
liveries, and five or feven led horfes, were 
it only to crofs a narrow ftreet* They 
never appeared in the ftrects on common 
occafions, nor went over from Pera, where 
their refidence is, to Conftantinople, but 
with all the ambafladorial pomp and (hew 
of reprefenting the perfon of a greit mo- 
uarch : if to vifit SanAa Sophia, or if to 
fee zBiram, it was with written commands 
furnilhed to them by the Porte, who took 
care to have them efcorted and attended 
by proper officers : in Hiort, an ambaffador 

was 
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was thought by the Lower Turks to be a 
different being from the others of his na- 
tion ; he was feldom- feen ; and when he 
(hewed himfelf, he appeared to their e^cs 
with the fplendor of the greateft officers in 
their own court. 

Within thefe thirty years, foreign mi- 
nifters of the fecond . order are increafed, 
and with the four ambaifadors make up 
ten. 

The urgent defire the princes of Chrif- 
tendom have (hewn to obtain the Grand 
,Seignor's friendfhip at any rate, has greatly 
heightened the enormous vanity of the 
Porte ; and the increafed number of minis- 
ters has rendered the whole body left re- 
ipeftabte in the eyes of the people. 

If, perhap's, the fame maxims could 
have fubfifted, which had formerly been , 
the rule of condud between the four am- 
bafladors, the lame confequenqes would 
have yet rcfulted ; but, however neceflary 
it may be, men ufcd to freedom, and to 
.Kving in their bwn way, cannot eafily fub- 
mit to fuch conftraint ; and, indeed, th^re 
are few men who can fuffice tg themfclves, 
or find a fufficient fund of entertainment 
in their own minds. A tacit compadt may 

G exitt 



txift lor ft few years between four, febt k 
18 almoft knpoffiUe among tefi : fo ^at) 
ad difficdlt as it i¥«6 fomteriy tofee an am- 
bal&dor, you now meet them, or thofe of 
the (econd rank, whom the people have 
not learnt to diflinguidi from them^ M 
every corner of the ftreets, and in every 
•part of the city* They make fto fcrople, 
^t prefent, lo vifit Armeniao, Gredc, or 
jf«w, to run over to ^ Biram^ or my ptib- 
lick (hew : fome times they meet with an 
infult, which they conceal ; often with a 
^(h, wMch an infoleAt Turk wiil crofs the 
way to tteat them with^ Md m Common- 
ly followed with theie)»ibet<?i^irr^ infidd, 
the Tuitiih «piihet of d(Kdtatiofli and cooh 
tempt. 

If an lacddent of ¥be grarvieft laatwe 
were to happen to theni in Conftantinople, 
they can expddt little^ or no fatisfadtion ; 
for the forte would immediately throw k 
on their own imprudence^ aad tell them 
plainly, as they ha:ve done on fuch occafi^ 
ons, that amballadors flKmld not exp<)& 
themfelves in a croud> but have acquaiated 
the Porte when they have bufmefs abroad, 
and then they woukl be properiy fecufed 
from infolt. 
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! In this fituation, where pubfick minif- 
ters are admitted on ftipulated conditions 
and only cuftomary privileges, as eafily 
withdrawn as granted, it behoves them 
more particularly to live with great circum- 
fpedtion; to fupport dignity with the Turks 
and maintain decency and order in their 
families. 

Wherever this condufb i$ duly ob- 
ferved and pradifed, few inconveniencies 
have ever arifen in Turkey, With fuch a 
demeanor the ambaflador will find a fatis-- 
fadion in himfelf, eaTe and order in his fa- 
mily, no revels amongft his domeftics, no 
riots and no infults i and confcquently no 
complaints are made to himfelf, or to the 
Porte, both of which will otherwife too 
frequently happen. The Turks have a 
homely proverb, which they have not im- 
properly applied on fuch occafions : they 
fay, ** the fi(h ftinks firft at the head •/* 
meaning. That if the fervant is diforder- 
ly, it is bocaufe the mafter is fo. 

« 

The dignity and importance aflumed by 
ambafladors in their reprefentative charac* 
ter, was, for fome ages, it fhould feem^ 
thought too much on a level with perfonal 
fovereignity, to admit of a fixed r^dence, 
or permanency at any court. 

G a In 
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In thofe times, therefore, ambafladors 
tvere fent only on very extraordinary, and 
temporary occaiions; as, on fettling fome 
immediate important point in conttit ; on 
a negotiation of marriages; or, more ge- 
nerally, on the concluGon of a long and 
bloody war ; probably, as a publick mark 
of a fincere reconciliation, and as proper 
notice to the fubjedts for their future con^ 
dudl, authenticating the fecurity of their 
mutual intercourfe. 

* t 

The Turks religioufly obferve this lat- 
ter very ancient cuftom : ambafladors ne- 
ver appear reciprocally but after a war; 
and wherever the frontier is removed by 
the events of that war, there the exchange 
of ambafladors from the two courts is 
made. 

As foon as the ambaflador pafles on the 
Turkifti frontier, the Grand Seignor .is con- 
fidered ashishoft, and the officer who re* 
ceives him, ftiles him the Grand Seignor's 
Mufapbir^ his gueft ; whether it is by an- 
cient cuftom amongfl them, a remain of 
the general hofpitality of former times, or 
from the refped in which they hold the of- 
fice of ambaflador ; or whether it be only 
a parade of the Grand Seignor's power and 
magnificence : whatever be the motive, he 

5s, 



I 125 I 

is, however, immediately provided with 
every neceffary for his journey, or a confi* 
derablc allowance given him in money, 
which is continued during his flay at Con- 
flantinople, 

« 

The ambaffador from a commercial 
power claims the fame right, and enjoys it,^ 
though in a lefs degree; his neceflaries, 
however, are fully fupplied ; but as foon 
as the journey, ends, that emolument 
ceafes. 

A Vizir /i^a is fent by the Porte to re- 
ceive him 00 the frontier, and to conduct 
him fafe-,, his route is trated, his refting- 
days in the feveral towns are fixed, as alfb 
the T'baynt^ or allowance,, he is to have for 
his fubfiftence, and the number of horfes 
and carts allotted for his fervaats and bag- 
gage : he is treated with refpedl and di^ 
tindion, and as well provided as the road 
will afford : the feveral difl:ri(5ts of the 
country furnifh the expence, and it is paf- 
fed at the treafury in the article of theit 
contributions. 

The countries through which the Cbrif^ 
tian miniflers pais, are generally gainers 
by it: for if one dollar is^ necqflary to de- 
fray their expehc^, in adding another as a 

G 3 regala- 



regale to tht yizh^j^a^ they dbtmn from* 
hrm a receipt for four, ivhich they pafeto 
the Grand Seignor as really paid. 

It is worth remarking with what incre- 
dible precaution, politenefs, and lenity, the 
commilTary, or Fjzir-A^a^ treats the Turks 
in the courfc of this journey ; but when ht 
comes among the Bulgarian Qiriftians, if 
th^ ambaiJador does not interfere, he will 
not rettrafn himfelf from ufing them with 
the cruelleft oppreffion and indignity. 

The flattering profpeft with which an 
ambaflador is iliucd into the <3rand Seig- 
norls territories, gives him not only the 
hopes of a continuance, but of an agree- 
able reception and refidence near the throne 
of the prince 

When he arrives, he is weteomed by a 
meflage from the Vizir, flattered and ca- 
refled by ^ number of Greeks, Armeni* 
ans, and Jewifh dependants, with a fer- 
• vility the lowcft and bafcft, and moft dif- 
gifting. 

The firft openi«g of hisfantjlton is to 
the Vizir : they both feat themfclves, the 
ambaflador on a ftool, the Vizir on the cor- 
ner 
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Mr of his foSa ; mutual aviiittet pA& be* 
tveen them, without cmjrvachitian ut Ian* 
guage &iGe the empuro began. . He ifk t(M% 
•* That as long a$ hia maftcr obfervcs the> 
laws of f ctendfliip with them^ the Grande 
Seignor will corrcfpond' ■ The honours pf 
the C^tM^ fweetnieats, co£fec, (hcrhet^ 
and perfume^ are prefe^tcd to him ; bitti 
livhen he departs they clap their bancfe^ hift 
him<3at of the room, and two officers who 
attend him, one on each fide^ attempt at 
halfway, to make htm turn and Talute ther 
Vizir,, who never ftirs oflF of his earner : 
he who forgets bis character may be fur- 
prifed into it ^ but he who does not,, keep^ 
on his pace, and drives on his leaders. 

On an occafiou that oflfered of adj ailing 
the ceremonial with an ambaiTador who 
thought himfelf offended, this ufage waa 
redrefled, and it is. to be hoped conttnuen 
no longer. 

How greatly foever fuch indecency may 
fliock the delicacy of a man jealous of hi* 
mafter's dignity, he has a mugh mor^ hu- 
miliating fcene to go through, at his au- 
dience of the Grand Seignor. 

© 4 Th» 
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' The time appointed for;tbe ambaflador 
to be over the water * is the morning, at 
the break of day : on his landing be is re- 
cei^^^d by the Cbiau^ Pa/bt\ or marftial qf 
the court, in a houf^ dcftined for that pur- 
pofe, the (lairs of which are no better than 
a ladder, and the room, fit rather for the 
reception of a Polifli Jew than for a man 
of his dignity. 

Often, and indeed generally, the Cbi^ 
aus Pajbi is not there at the ambaflador*s 
arrival ; but the common' excufe is, that 
he is detained in the mofchee at his pray* 
Ifrs. 

When the firft civilities are pafled over, 
an infinuation is made to the ambaflador, 
that he muft expeft the Cbiatix Pajbi will 
ride at his right hand. This part of the 
ceremonial, long contefted, but never 
given up by the Turks, except only when 
they have been beaten into it, leaves the 
ambaflador the (ble refource of proteftirig; 
all other oppofition is in vain: he, how- 
ever, infifls, that a gentleman of his reti- 
.: ^ nue 

* His houfe IS in the fuburb of Pefa, fepa- 
rated from Conftantinople by a fmall bay or 
creek of the Bofphorus'; it is the port for fliip- 
ping : this he muft pafs whenever he comes in- 
to the city. 



Hue ihall ride at his left. With whatever 
feeming reluftahce they admit this claim, 
if urged w,ith proper refolut^on it fucceeds. 
It has indeed bieen often prod.U'ftive of fef 
riojis contefhation . ,aiid difprder in the 
lin^ch ; and foroetimes.alnaoft of a fijlpenr^ 
fion of the audience* , . , 
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After waiting fome time in that niife- 

r^ycjchamber at .the water-fid^^ phe Vizir's- 

cQptim^nd arrivei^:ta let tjiem* knowy that 

he is; ready to,depaf;t from the Porte to the 

Seraglio. ;, rt'he cayalqade tl^eii begins, and 

marches in ftate to the Vizir's doon where*. 

whe^jaerit rains, hails^ or fnows, the am- 

baflaidpr muft remain on horfeback in the 

nftreetvi.tafqe his ponpp,; agd. tOi lalute hi^ 

ixighnefs ^nd his whols court^^ ^s they pais 

by. : ,When tiiey are ^af the gatq of the 

Seraglio, the ambaffador'f train acjwances 

.flawly: ,on, his arrival,, be fiads^ the Vizir" 

.feated in the divan-clian>ber. . 

* / ' • 

; . , ,. • V ( - ■ ' ' ' "• *1 'i • ■" T * 

w, ''I '-»•■* J . ' »J I*. •J,. T 

( Iij[ the; jHiiddfe of tjiijis ph^mbefr ■ .^Q oldT. 
-£:iuare; ftool is j^repared for,- the ambalTa- 
4of\ and he i? there fixecj^ if. the ftool can 
fupport him, at leaft for two Jiours^ head- 
ing the decifion of caufes he does not un- 
;4erftand. J i.^^Wgi^ tf i^ b« ' a p^-KJay for 
:^)^P. .'Ja^i^ari^s 9|nd ,Spa^l)>s^.^ ,an4; i!hi& M^ 
Xh^^^. geper^lJy fihuff,c:.l^e .is r^ntcjiam^ 
with feeing aboiu-t,Yyp.jtj]p^/3Rdrfcvi)F lm»- 

G 5 dredl 
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4red yellow bag$ of money toWoat %'nd 
drftributed ; and this lafts at Icaft tv^ice 
4WO hours ; fo that, in a coM day, witfa^ 
out a fiitj his very vitals niay freeze; and 
« any time the fpmc of his back mufrfbF- 
fer crucUy, for he has nothing to le^ s^* 
gainft to fupport or eafe it. 

' Aptiir tbi3 part of the fcene is wer a 
new one fucceeds : the dinner is fenred v 
the aimbaifador fits on bis-ftool,^ the^!2ir 
on his elevated ibpha; .a round- table- is 
%m5ught between ihcni, at each' fide of 
"which is placed a handHerchief fdded up 
to wipe the mouth and liands ; fifty difltes^ 
fucceeding eaeh other, every half nAmte, 
come in like a tdrrint ; a hcad-fcrvaixt 
Aands near the ambaflador with his amnjs 
bare : his-cffice is to tear a fowl in pieces, 
and to lay the choiceft morfeb of it before 
them, all which he performs with his fin- 
;gers ; he comment without ceafing the 
excellent dinner, whilft the Vizir, pr^fles 
his gtteftto eat, and, perhaps, ^enters into 
familial convention wfthliim: arid, at 
the laft, to crown the repaft, one draught 
of (herbet is ferved. 



The Grand Seignor all the while peeps 
through a dark window to fee the wholie 
entertainment, and as foon as it if over re- 
tires to his audience-roora. 

The 
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Thx ObioH)^ RtJU enters with his TaBl> 
fjb^ or order in writing, to the Vitii, toi* 
teli hkn, that the montrch ts on his throne t 
herecei^esit with the otmeft fubmiffion,, 
lirft touches his forehead with it, theakiff 
ies it, and having read tt, puts it into faii^ 
breaft, and departs. 

Aptbr his departme, the amlbaibdor 
is fold he nraft crofi the cpurb-yaid to go 
to the aiidienee r he is preceded by the 
Cbiaux Pajbi witb all hisoffioeis and uttppd*^ 
ants richly clad« 

BvT he does not immediately enter the 
audieneo'ixDom ; he is Aopt in thecaiHt-^- 
yard, whettt under a eiee, 4>y way of 
bench, is a finale old bofurd, on which, at 
other tfmes, grooms, boftlers, and fouUir^ 
X)ns, lie to fun themfelves, though it&mo^ 
times ferves them for le(s decent purpofes r: 
on this, that he fliould not wait too long 
ftaiiding, dsey defire him to fit until he ia- 
vefted with the Q^Um. They do not eza« 
mine whether ^this bench 19 wEet or dry,, 
cleanor dirty, nor whether k rains oc foows*. 
As foon as tM ceremon^ji of veiling is a7er,« 
two Cdpigfs Paftns feize him by the ihoul^ 
Aefs^ and Gondu<% him in; lit finds the 
monarch at one corner placed oa his fbpha, ^ 
higher by much than common, and covered: 

G 6 with. 
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with a canofiy ; his legs rather peiidii^ : 
atr his fide lies a rich fword, iind forrie re- 
galia. He eyes the ambaffadc^. afkew^ 
hears his harangue, which, were ii fpokea 
with the eloquence of . a Cicero, would 
gain tittle. attention: nor does it import it) 
what language it is pronounced -, for the 
real one is given in to the Vizir before, tran- 
flated by theDrugonrtan, or interpreter of 
the Fbrte ; who, . after the aaibaflador has 
done, repeats it extempore, in the Turkish 
knguage to the Grand Seignor. 

The monarch fpeaks a few words to the 
Vizir, who advances towards the middle of 
therxoom,: arid ; anfwers the ambaiTador in 
their ufual common-place . language : this 
the interpreter explains, and thus the au*- 
dience iinifhes, and the ambafiador is di{- 
mifled. 

» 

: Aftxr all is over, he expefts to be de- 
iiveted from.itheitcdioufnefs of that day, 
and without further objftacle to. mount his 
borfe, and be gon^ : h6 mounts^ it is true ; 
but in the fccorid quadrangle of the Se- 
raglio, he is flopped, and obliged to wait 
oh horfcback'under a tree, until the Vizir 
palTes before him on his return home j and 
then he is fufTered to depart 

Personal, 

-/ 
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Personal vanity, or national pride^ 
}ms not permitted 'Chriflian writers to fet 
this ceremonial in its true liglit ; nay, fome 
ambafladors have been for foftening and 
palliating the word of its indecorum. They 
have gone fo far as even to pretend, that 
the prefents they carry, and which they 
are obliged to give at every audience, re- 
ffedt honour on then)felves as the givers^ 
but not on the Turks as receivers. 

WHOEVEit is aqquaintcd with the Orient* 
tal practice, and knows the oftentation, 
pride, and haughtinefs of Turkifli govern- 
ment, muft know that they look upon, and 
confider fuch prefents as a<ftual tributes. 

'. There, is one of their neighbouring 
courts who. have .taken it in a true, and ^ 
becoming fehfe ; and flipulated in their 
treaties^ that. prefents ftiall be reciprocal^ 
that they fliall be exchanged, but not info^ 
lently exadted. 

We may be furprized that other courts 
have not followed this example ^ but what 
appears more furprizing, is, that very 
court never took into ferious confideration 
the nature of the ceremonial, and the in- 
decent ufage of their rcprefentatives. It 
is furely ftrange that the Imperial court 
i (houjd 
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ihould have negle<!ted it ttt the tretty of 
Paflarowitz, fmcc they then thought it 
expedient to make it an exprefs article, 
that their ambafladors flionld appear at 
thefe audiences in what xlrefs they pleaf^ 
** ed." For before that time they were 
obliged to ufe the Turkifti habit. They 
moft certainly were not informed of all 
the- mortifying particukra I have related, 
or they chofe to pafs over with coaCenlpt, 
what might appear to them only the vain 
oftentation of a TtwkiOi court. 

• 

; I M0ST, however, d>ferve, that except 
the mortifications which attend an audiii> 
ence, it may on the whole be &id, that if 
ambafladors are not incumbered with difa* 
^eeable bu(ine&, fuch as may interfere 
mM[\ the interefls of T^rkifb individual 
or of the Porte in general, they may live 
inTuilcey with great dignity, cafe, and 
iatisfftdion. 
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CHAP, XII. 

J^ifciUanfms obfervatms on the manners (f 
. .. thfTMrksn. 

'^y^ tnay be a queftion, whether rten, 
j[' before they aflembled together into d- 
tiesi or formed icfci«ties within the enclo- 
•fiire of towns, were nt)t more pure and 
undefiled in their manners, and endowed 
with greater reftitude of morals. We 
iiavc.reafon to think they wete, from the 
hiftory of mankind ; and our own obferi- 
nations will (generally confirm us in the 
tpiniori. 

♦ 

The more men arc together, the more 
their want« increafe, the more their paffi- 
onsare exalted ; and they feejc every means 
to fupply the one, and fatisfy the other. 

Hence, I once concluded, arofe the di/- 
fercDce between the city and the ruftick 
Turk : the former, artful and defigning j 
the latter, open and fimplc, though equally 
with the other ajfFefting an air of contenopt 
and imckwardnefs in their fervices toward$ 
: Chriftians; 
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Chriftians ; the refult, I fuppofe, of edu- 
cation and religion. 

From this appearance I was tempted to 
enquire as diligently as I could, whether 
the Turks, living in feperate hamlets, un- 
connedled and unmixed with Greeks, Ar- 
menians, and Jews, were more virtuous 
and honeft than in cities and villages, wh^e 
'all thefe religions were profefled^. ^ndj tie 
different feds herding indiicrimmatfly tiq- 
"gether, made, as it were, but one .pepple^ 
,1 put the queftion to f/sveral, wirthout ob- 
taining a fatisfadtory anfwer: ki length 
the fame Effendi^ with whom I converfed 
concerning the K,orany who was a pative qf 
Bofnia, had lived )ong in his own. cpiiritry^ 
and who feemed always to riiihk freely in 
matters of religion, anfwered nnie, that 
they fcarce knew in a mere T.urkifli-vil- 
lage, what trick, deceit, or roguery, werf 
amongft each oth^r,; that hayjng, obferyeci 
and compared the difference betjivp^atl^e^i 
and'tli'e villages Tn which Turks and Greeks 
were mixed, herfpund.by upfdojil^ted job* 
Nervation, that" the latter taipted the whole 
community ; that thejj taught the. Turks 
to deceive/ to embroif their own families. 
Induced rhen^ into proceiles and la,w-ruits, 
Irifpired the'Oft//!,;of the^diltrift with the 
'luft of gajn^'aha, that they might have 
^ ' hi^ 



his proteAion, became his ipftruments ia 
the iniquitous means of acquiring it. 

He added, that nothing could fiirnifh 
better examples, or more illuftrate the 
fubjedt, than the manners of theTurco- 
men, bands of whom are itinerant through 
Afia, like the ancient patriarchs, and a- 
mongft whom fraud and deceit arc almoft 
unknown ; but yet if they happen to mix 
with the Armenians or Jews in villages or 
towns, they become as confummately artf 
ful as any of them ; but then they fekfom 
dare return to thei^owri community. 

But how plaufible foever this may fcem, 
I (hould think^ on farther reflexion and 
better acquaintance with Turkffh manners, 
juftcr caufes may be afligned for their de- 
pravity ; becaufe where men are expofed 
by a corrupt adrniniftration of juftice, or 
otherwife, to oppreiTion; ftlf-defence and 
neceffity will teach them cunning and de- 
ceit, without other inftruftors. 

He muft be the righteous CaS of Smyr- 
na, who will not follicit bribes, nor foment 
litigation, and -excite law-fuits, fince by 
thefe means he acquires wealth almoft 
without a rifque ; and he muft be a moil 
righteous Pajbay indeed, who^ in traverf- 

^ng 
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Hig « country, will not plunder for himfelf 
in every town and village through whicb 
he pailes, under the pretence of taking his 
due i or who will binder his retinue and 
dependants of taking his due ; or who will 
hinder his retinue and dependents from 
plundering in like manner. At therefore 
the people cannot prevent the one or the 
other by force, fhey will naturally exert 
their whole faculties to escape opprcflion ; 
but lies, hypocrify, and evaiion, are their 
only inftruments of defence. Habituated 
to this, from one ftep they eafily take the 
other, and extend it through all their deal* 
ings: thus the tyranny and the exam- 
ple of their fuperiors rouft be allowed to 
contribute greatly to their degenerate man^^ 
ners. , 

The changes of Pajbas from one go- 
vernment to the other, fometimes from 
the confines of Perfia to the confines of 
Europe, is one of the greateft grievances, 
and, indeed, almoft the grea^flthe fub^ 
jedls fufFer under what may properly be 
called miniftry, or government in Turkey; 
for although a Pafifa on this occafion is li« 
tnitted to an allowance, which the country 
furmfhes from each diftridt, in the fame 
fnanner, and with the fame indcniiufica«- 
tion, as they defray the journey of an atn*' 

baifador; 
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baflador; and that the orders of tht SuV 
tan ftridly prohibit any farther exactions j 
yet if he finds an efieftnal venal protcftion 
at the Porte, or that the interior of th6 
Seraglio has the power, and arc fufficiently 
corrupt to (hare in his extortions, he gives 
little attention to the fovereign^s orders; 
or to his ftipulatcd Tbaytn or allowance > 
but rcgardlefe whether they are Turks, 
Chriftians, or Jews, who arc they prey cf 
his rapacity, he drains the very vitals of 
the country, from the beginning of his 
journey to tlie end, and pluiiders without 
remiffion or rcrnorfe. 

^ For fix years, during the power of Be- 
chir the Black KiJlarAga who was executed 
in fultan Machmut*s reign, this evil be- 
came enormous ; every Pajha ftrove to be 
his creature, and continually gave him, or 
his dependents, large fums for their fup* 
port and protection. Commit what out- 
rage be pleafed, it was in vain for the in- 
habitants of thofe diftrid^ through which 
he paffed to cry out againft him, to come 
in bands with Arz Mabzars^ or general re* 
prefentaiioRS of their grievances to the 
Grand Seignor. 

If they delivered their complaints to the 
Porte, the Vizir dared not lay them befoi^e 

the 
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the Sultan, dreading exile, or worfe : if 
prefented to the Sultan in his way to the 
mofchee, it was either received from the 
complainants by the Black Kifiar-Aga^ or 
immediately put into his hands and fup* 
prefled. The proceeding of the miniftry 
on thefe occafions was to tire out the com- 
plainants with delays, and then exhort 
them to return home, and truft to the Vi- 
zir for fatisfadipn and redrefs. 

After the execution of this Black, the 
Grand Seignqr fent otit the thunder of his 
commands, with threats of difgrace and 
punifhment againft all Pajbas guilty of ra- 
pine, prohibiting, it for the future, enjoin- 
ing them at the fame time to give no pre* 
fents to his minifters ; for that, he found, 
was the pretence under which their rapine 
was exercifed. 

The evil ceafed for a time : it never 
continues in one ftate, but ebbs and flows, 
and fliifts according to the variation of 
power in men about the Sultan, who may 
fometimes oblige it to intermit, like the 
paroxyfms of a fever ; but his politico-me- 
dical abilities are not fufficient to put 2A 
effectual flop to the return/ 

Not- 
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Notwithstanding the general abufe 
of power, the venality and the other de- 
fedts which may be found in the Turkifti 
government, their interior policy, or pro- 
vifion for the fecurity of individuals, is ex- 
cellent, and worthy of imitation. 

Highway robberies, houfe-breaking, 
even pilfering, are almoft unknown amongft 
them ; be it in time of peace or of war, 
the roads are as fecure as their houfes ; 
the whole empire, efpecially through the 
high roads, may be always t raver fed with^ 
the utmoft (afety; and, confidering the 
continual run of paflengers, it is wonder- 
ful the very few tragical accidents which 
happen ; not one, perhaps, in feveral 
years. 

This fecurity poffibly may be founded 
on the fame principle on which our divifi* 
ons of hundredths and tythings were firfl: 
in(lituted« 

For, in like manner, the whole Turkifh 
empire is divided into different diftrifts of 
country, which are anfwerable for every 
robbery or murder commuted within its 
limits ; they are therefore vigilant to pre- 
vent either, as they foon feel the weight of 
a^fevere'and fiimmaryjuftice: for on the 

leaft 
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fcaft pretence, a great officer of the Potte 
is immediately difpatched to take their ex* 
aminatbn ; the diftrift pays the expence 
of this inqucfty whether they excufpate 
thcmfelves or not; nor does he depart, 
until he takes with him almoft their laft 
farthing. 

The meaner Turks, however, muft 
have fomc motive iuperior to that of fear 
to reftrain them ; for the country is fo vaft, 
and the roads are fo open, from one extre- 
"mitjr of the empire to the other, that they 
might rob and murder with impunity, ar^ 
fave themfelves in fome diftance, Ibotwith^ 
ftanding every human precaution to pre*- 
▼ent it. 

I H AVE known a Franc in his own drefs, 
who travelled alone round the camp of a 
Turkilh array aflembUng for the Perfiat) 
war, and pafled through it, without being 
alked a queftion, or receiviiig the lead in- 
terruption in his journey. 

Whether the Turks look on ftealini 
with difdain, as a bafenefs unworthy 
liuman nature ; or whether they do indeed 
fear the Jaws, which, however, are not 
iveiy fevtre ; houfe-brcakihgj or pilfering, 

by 
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,by Turks, fearer ever happens in Ctwiftan- 
tinoplc. 

. In that city the Bulgarians are thofe moft 
to be apprehended ; they are geiierally the 
thieres ; b«t yet you may live there with 
fecurtty, and your doorcr remain almoil 
oontinualiy open. 

Th£ Greeks lieldom rob any thing con- 
fider able ; but their fingers are as nimble 
as their genius is fprightly : they will pil- 
fer,. Every little, they fay, accumulates 
until it beconcies a heap ; and that little is 
fcarce n^lfed, or^ if mifled, is not an ob- 
ptA worth enquiring after. In general, 
howeveriy many of the Ifland-Greeks axe 
ibber^md honeft, except with their tongues, 
for they williay and unfay, invent and ter- 
giverfate, with a marvellous promptnefs 
and fluency* 

BtRTfi does not reconunend to ^eat of- 
fices in Turkey ; merit and abilities may 
exalt the cottager to liie higheft office of 
tbe empire. 

The Turks do not think that bkxxl can 

convey either the fame faculties of tbe 

: mind, or the fanae moral qualities, from 

the anixftor to die fucceilbr ^ but they be* 

lieve 
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Heve that virtue, wifilom, courage, riches, 
in (hort, every diflribution of gifts and 
talents, and all the different ranks and or- 
ders of men, are decreed and allotted by 
the Supreme Being to the different indivi- 
duals of fociety, without any regard to 
particular families ; fo that even the de- 
fcendents of their prophet, who are very 
numerous, remain generally in the loweft 
and moft abjedt ftate, enjoying only fbme 
trifling privileges, which can never influ- 
ence their fortune. 

I OBSERVED, however, that fbme &mi- 
lies are refpedted by the people, merely 
for the merit of their anceflors. One, in- 
deed, the defcendent of Ibrahim Kan, is 
particularly diftinguifhed by all ranks; and 
fome pretend, that he is vifited twice a 
year by the Sultan himfelf. 

Ibrahim wasVizir to Mahomet IT. That 
Sultan, when he had fubdued Walachia, 
left Adrianople, and paflfed over into Afia 
to chaflife feveral princes who had revolted 
from him. He was flopped in his return 
from that expedition by an impoflor, who 
pretended to be Muftapha, the fon of Ba- 
jazet, lofl or killed in the battle againfl: 
Tamerlane. This impoflor was befieging 
the city of Nicea in By thinia,. where Ma- 

i homet 
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hbmet attacked and routed him ; but, (ooji 
after, was taken ill of a dyfentery, and 
died. His fon Amurath was then iii Eu- 
rope warring againft the Bulgarians; Ih 
this critical fituation, the Vizir Ibrahim 
conveyed advice to An:iurath of his fa- 
ther's death, but condfealed it forty-one 
days from the knowledge of the army : 
pM\c bufirarfs-went on as if- he was alive 
till Amurath arrived • ' 

' .' -- 

For this important fervice, Ibrahim had 
the title of Kan, aimoft equivalent to that 
of king, conferred on him, with many ho- 
nours and large emoluments; all of which 
were coa6rmed toiiim^d hi'sVSefceEde'nts 
l^y Solyman Cariauni, -or the Lawgiver, 
commonly called the Magnifie^nf ;: This 
family bears the name of Ibrahim Kan ' 
Oglu : they have built and-endoAved a num- 
l^r.of religious honfes, andp\A\\b'Kkans 
for the recdptbn of traMeltefs^ ^f\\^M^ 
they are, pei^petual inffie^ori^i^ddirex^lors. 
They are, in. like manner W the fedtW 
himfelf, exempt frorft mij^ing^blood^ ^by 
marriage with. any other family, and only 
have concubi nes. They can refufe' to ac- 
cept any office in the adminiftration ; and 
I havebeoj told, that ' tlwy haV4~'iW^]y 
hereditary jtiricin: the emplfe^ tbarof <Jf.eif 
Huntfrnan, briG^tPalconer-;.' '-'->' ti' -i 

H Amongst 
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Amongst the defcendants of Vizirs, the 
Kiyporli fanjily, of whom there are few 
remaining; and in the law, that of Da- 
nias-Zade, whofe anceftor was the firft 
^ufti aft^r the taking of, Conftantinople ; 
are both infinitely; refpedted by the peo- 
ple. -T 

In general!, I think i to have {etn^ that 
the people pay regard to the. defcendents 
of Pajbas^ or of confiderable Effendis : 
perhaps the attention (hewn thenn, may be 
in proportion to-their wealth and connexi- 
ons, or their publick donations. 

But what is certain, and feems an eflen- 
tial mark of diftin<5tion, is, that any man 
in the empire who marries a lady defceod- 
ed from a Pajba^ or an eminentperfon in 
the. law, or, indeed, of any other profef- 
fion, muft; content himfelf without any 
other wife-, : nor does he dare have a con> 
cubine in the fame houfc. I havefeen it 
carried farther by a Vizir who was thus 
married ; 'for though he had his concubines 
out of the houfe, he was obliged to con- 
ceal it very carefully from his lady. 

The Turks are flrrong in their parental 
aflfeftions, and the children reciprocal in 
their obedience^, Cilbmiflion,-and filial duty : 

- 1 > fuch 
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fuch education leads them to much feem- 
ing modefty with their fuperiors, and the 
young men to great veneration towards the 
old. Perhaps this, with their total, and 
very early reparation from women, has in- 
infufed that remarkable balhfulnefs in 
their behaviour towards them, and occafi- 
ons that refpedt with which they treat the 
fex. 

A MAN, meeting a woman in the ftreets, 
turns his head from her, as if it were for- 
bidden to look en her : they fccm to de- 
teft an impudent woman, fliun and avoid 
her. 

Any one, therefore, among the Clirii- 
tians, who may have difcuffions or alterca- 
tions with Turks, if he has a woman of 
fpirit, a virago for his wife, fets her to 
rout and brow-beat them; and by this 
means not unfrequently gains his point. 

The higheft difgrace and fhame would 
attend a Turk who fliould rafhly lift his 
hand againft a woman ; all he can venture 
to do, is to treat her with harfti and con- 
temptuous words, or to go off. 
♦ ' ■ . 

The fex lay fuch ftrefs on this privilege, 
that they are frequently apt tojiidulge 

H z their 
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their paffion to excefs, to be moft unrea- 
fonable in their claims, and violent and 
irregular in the purfuit of then). They 
will importune, leaze, and infult a judge 
on the bench ; or even the Vizir at his di- 
van : the officers of juftice do not know 
how to refent their turbulence : and it 
is a general obfervation, that to get well 
rid of them, they often give them their 
caufe. 

A Remarkable fcene was adted hy 
the women at the acceffion .of fultan Muf- 
tapha. 

His Vizir, Regib Mehemet Pafha, who, 
towards the end of the preceding reign, 
had found himfelf unliable in his pod, and 
who expected daily by the internal in- 
trigues of the Seraglio to be depofed, ne- 
glected to provide the neceflary fupply pf 
corn and rice for the yearly confumption 
of the city, though an eflential part of his 
duty; the publick granaries were almoft 
empty, and lefs rice than ufual had been 
imported : however, contrary to his ex- 
pedations, he found himfelf inveftcd with 
full power by the new Sultan, and ren- 
dered abfolute ; but then it was too late in 
the feafon for him to^ introduce plenty. 
Bread mixed up with exits, barley, millet 

and 
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andfand, was dear and fcarce'; and rice 
hardly to be bought at any pric^. 

In thisdiftrefs, the men bore their want 
with paflive and fullen difcontjent ; but the 
womeny impatient and darinjg, aflembled 
in a confiderable body, and with hammers, 
chiffels, and files, attacked the magazines, 
where they pretended rice was in great 
quantities monopolized. No oppofition 
could ftop them ; and whilft the pubjick 
offifcers were perplexed what party to take, 
they broke open locks, bars, and bolts, 
entered the piagazines, ^ok with them 
fuch quantities as they could carry ofF, and 
went away unmolefted. 

None of thefe female rioters were ever 
puniftied, as far as wfe knew; and if you 
fpoke to a grave Turk about them, he 
would tell you with a fneer, it was only a 
mutiny of turbulent women. 

1 HAVE heard it averred by a perfon of 
great veracity, who had lived for fome 
years in a Sultanas Harem of the blood-roy- 
al, that it was impoffible for women to be- 
have with more decency and modefty than 
theTurkifh ladies did, and that they treated 
each other with the greateft politeaefs, 

H:3 In 
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In families of the higher clafs, where 
education is more exalted, where reading 
of their own language, or the Arabian, is 
probably cultivated ; precepts of virtue 
and morality, of gentle demeanor and good 
breeding, chaftity of manners, with what- 
ever decorates the fex, and renders them 
' amiable, may be inculcated. 

A 

But, in general, it is known that the 
women who are fold or prefented to their 
great men, either for wives or concubines, 
have their price and value regulated not 
only according to the beauty or form of 
the perfon, but according to thofc acquired 
graces, and artificial aHurements^ which 
they have induftrioufly been taught : thefe 
are always fuch as may conduce to raife 
and inflame the paffions; Hence they teach 
them vocal and inftrumental mufic ; cer- 
tain peculiar aflfeftations in theif gait ; and 
often fuch dances as to a modeft fpeftator 
would appear rather indecent. 

Facts, by which we can be thoroughly 
aflured of the female charadteriftic in Tur- 
key, are difficult to come at ; accident may 
throw them in our way : one fell in mine, 
which, if it did not feem to fuggeft too 
uncharitable and ungenerous a way of 

thinking,' 



thinking, might lead us to judge of the 
whole : Crimine ab uno difce omnes. 

The Harttns of great men, that is, al\ 
the Iddies, and their attendants, are in the 
Aimmer feafon frequently permitted to 
walk abroad an airing on foot, either in the 
fields on the borders of the Bofphorus, or 
other fuch public places: thefe parties ge- 
nerally confift of twenty or thirty, and 
fometimes of forty or fifty women, accord- 
ing to the opulence of the mafter; and 
they are always attended by the guardians 
of their chaftity the Bladk Eunuchs, 



f. 



It is common with the Francs or Chrif- 
tian foreigners to pafs over to the Afiatic 
fide of the Bofphorus fgr an evening's re-* 
creation. Two of them went thither as 
ufual with ladies, attended by Janizaries 
and fervants. As they were returning 
flowly, they heard a confufed noife of fe- 
male voices following them. Their curio- 
fity prompted them to fee as well as hear : 
they turned ftiort, and ftopped. They 
found thefe voices proceeded from two Ha- 
rems^ compofed of near forty women : 
their faithful watchmen the Blacks attended 
on each fide, guarding them, though at 
jfome diftance. One of the fpeAatora 
ftood longer, and with more carneftnefs to 
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contemi^ate their figure and behaviour. 
He thought they would rather avoid than 
approach him. He was miftaken : for on 
.a fudden, he found himfelf feized by a 
feeming dapper brilk girl,, followed by the 
whole^band ; who firft; accofting him with 
indelicate amorous expletives, and after 
with foothing and tender expreflions, at- 
tempted to unravel the myftery of his 
whole drefs. 

The force of the conflict, and the army 
of females about him, left him but the 
fingle reiburce of laughter and ftruggles : 
he could not debarrafs himfelf from fuch 
numerous, determined ailailauts by threats 
nor intreaties ; nor vanquifli the vehemence 
of their curiofity, by rcprefei\ting the 
Ihame to which they expofed them^Ives, 
by a behaviour fo grofly and- fo publickly 
indecent. 

An old Janizary attending him, ftood at 
fpme diflance, as it ,were in amaze. His 
Mahometan bafhfulnefs would jiot permit 
him to advance towards women ; nor' 
would he have d^ed to lay his hands on 
them : all be ventured at in the fray,, was ; 
to wcrfk up a ftern countenance towards 
the Black Eunuchs, and with a Stentoriaii 
voice, to exclaim againft them and their 

wards. 
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wards, telling them they were thd guardi* 
ans of proftitutes, rather than of modelt 
women ; and urging them to exert them* 
felves to free the man ifrom fuch importu- 
nate violators. — ^AIl in vain. • 

A YOUNG man of the company, a fo* 
reigner, either envying the other, or; 
prompted by compaffion at feeing his un- 
toward fituation, boldly advanced ; and as 
he Opokc tnott l*utki(h tTn^n the pei^fon en- 
gaged, began to expcAulate with them, 
k)metimes with ft fmile, and fometimes 
with a frown. Whether his countepance, 
his form, or his greater youth, were more 
attractive, they at ofice quitted hold of 
their firft prey, flew on hirri with edger and 
inquifitive hands^ and whilft he un<fcrwent 
the fame treatment, gave the other time 
to reach his boat. The youth, rbbuft and 
a£tive, difengaged himfcif after muth 
ftruggling, wd at length with difficulty ' 
faved hinifelf by flight; happy not to have* 
been quite fttipped^-W to hav6 beenr^ble 
to join the cctopany with decent covering,, 

I MUST add, as the general opinion, and 

/what I have always heard, that the Turkifli 

ladies in generaj are rather immodeft and 

libidinous. This maty poflibly be applied 

with feme juftlfce to thofe women who are 

H 5 fold,. 
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fold, or prefented to the great and^ opu* 

lent: . 

.. Hbnce a refledtion occurred to me, 
which I have often made to fenfible Roman 
Catholicks in their own country, that a 
cdnvcnt education for young ladies dcftined 
to aft a focial part, and liveamongft man- 
kind, is improper and dangerous. 

• 

. Thev are kept up reclufe, debarred 
the converfe of men, until they are almoft 
nubile: if they drop a word concerning 
them, it is reckoned indecent, and draws 
on them the frown of their fuperior ; even 
to think there is a fex different from their 
own, is almoft criminal ; in (hort, every 
natural fentiment muft be fupprefled. 

Their teachers do not refledt, that hu- 
man nature craves after what is forbidden ; 
that unextinguiftiable curiofity works up 
the imagination, and inflames the paflions ; 
and tfeat, therefore, ypung women juft 
freed frorn^ confinement, and entering the 
world without .experience and without 
knowledge, muft fall a prey to the firft bold 
invader of their afFeftion^. Such an edu- 
cation frequently occafions.either a ftiip- 
wreck of their virtue,, or a difproportioned 
and unhappy marriage : thus a youth of 

conftraint 



[ ^55 3 • 
conftraiiit ends in a life of mifery. Let 
them converfe early with men, and mix 
betimes with that general fociety \fi which 
they are to pafs their lives ; for leflbns of 
modefty muft make the ftronger impreffion 
on them, when they fee the mifchiefs and 
misfortunes which attend the want of it ; 
it is adding example to precept. 

. Whence the idea of the tranfcendant 
beauty of Turkifh women has arifen, is 
difficult to fay, unlefs ft be from the warm 
imaginations of inventive travellers, who 
have raifed thefe beauteous phantoms, and 
became enamoured with originals they ne- 
ver fa w. 

Hence, throughout Chriftendom, the 
fairCircaflian has been the fubjeft of ro- 
mance and fong; when,, perhaps, there 
are not two m6n in it who ever faw one of 
thofe Veniis's, It is x:ertainly impoffible in 
Turkey : fdi* from infancy to old age, fcarce 
a fingfc trace of a Turkilh woman's face is 
perceptible! - No adult maiden iscvervifi- 
ble, nor no married woman, except to 
their.parents, brethren, or hufband. As 
•► fdbn as they put oh the Macremma.^ or Veil 
of Modefty, every feature of their face is? 
covered, except a fmall part of the nofe 
and eyes ; and fome have carried that cuf- 
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torn ta fuch an extreme of 4elicacy, that 
when they feed their poultry, if there is 
qocka amongfl: their hens, they will not 
appear before them withput it. If Praxi* 
teles or Apelles, with an angelic GoaceptioB 
added to their art, had met the two Ha-^ 
rents on the borders of the Bofphorus, they 
could not have formed the leafl idea pf the 
contour, form, or proportion of the face 
aDd features of one .perfon in theips all to 
be diftinguifhed was black or blue eyes, 
and a faint perception of the complexion 
of the fldn. 

HowjEVER, as they carefully preferve 
their faces from the harlh influence of the;^ 
different changes of the air;, as their hours 
are regular, and they are not expof^d to a 
nofturnal atmofphere, or to the mixed 
warm exhalations of croaded rooms ; we 
might expeft,. that if the original forma* 
tion is beautiful, and nature has given them 
a fair and vivid cgmplexion, thofe charms 
would be prefervcd many years, and only 
fufF^r a gradual decay at the approach of 
old age. 

Th^ Greek women are not tied down 
to the rigorou3 obfcrvance of a Turkifti re- 
ftraint ; they vifit frequently, and, except 
in the ftreet^ their faces are not rnuflkd 

up 
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up in the Macremma. Of thefe we may 
fp^k with certainty; they, have, for the 
moft part, good features and pleafing - 
countenances ; but in general rather a tar- 
niftied than a fair coniplexion. 

The one and the other, indeed, become 
decayed before nature intended it: they 
deftroyed the whole texture of the folids 
by the too frequent yfe of hot baths, and 
they hafteh too early to matrimony* 

THETurkifli women are obliged to bathe 
\ by the precepts of their religion; the 
Greeks by cuftom, luxury, and choice. 

The numbers of publick baths at Con- 
ftantinople are prodigious, and of the pri* 
vate ones incredible. The laft, indeed, 
are the higheft indulgence of luxury and 
vanity; for all who are any ways in eafy 
circumftances, have convenient baths of 
their owa; aad among the more opulent 
it is coinmon to have them, moft magnifi- 
cent. 

* « 

The Turks and Jews may, on account 
of their reJIgionj be heid.excufeable, even 
in the extravagance of that expence; but 
the Greeks and Arn^nians have only empty 
vanity to apologize for it: dicy neverthe^ 
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lefs indulge that vanity, although they 
tremble that a Turk (hould know they 
dare imitate them, or outvie them in mag« 
nificence. 

The publick and private baths may dif- 
fer in their ornaments and dimenfions, but 
do not vary in their models and ftruAure ; 
they feem formed merely for a decent and 
a modeft ufe. 

They confift of three rooms: the firft 
k a large hall, where the bathers wait till 
the bath is ready for them ; the fecond is a 
room in which they drefs and undrefs; and 
the third is the bathing- room. The bath 
itfelf is a large ftone or marble ciftern, of 
capacity fufficient to receive a man lying in 
it at his full length : in the public baths a 
number of thefe cifterns are placed : they 
are fupplied with water by feveral pipes 
conducted through the walls. The bath- 
man, or woman, according to the fex of 
the bather, attends, wames, rubs, and 
dries them with furprifing dexterity and 
art, foppling and ftretching the joints in 
fuch a manner, that imagination would 
perfuade one they diflocate every part of 
the body ; and yet this operation occafions 
rather an agreeable fenfation. 

• r 

The 
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The women are generally attended by 
a female flave, or fervant of their own : 
they undrcfs in the room appointed for that ' 
purpofe, and put oa their bathing-cloaths, 
which arc ufually of blue and white checked 
cotton. After they have bathed, they re- 
turn again into this room ; there is a fopha 
in it, on which they throw them-felves and 
are dreffed, and when fufficientjy cool, re- 
-turn into the hall. 'Thofe who chufe it, 
have the bath heated on purpofe for them ; 
but two never bathe together in the fame 
cittern ; and different hours of admittance 
are afligned to the different perfons who in- 
tend bathing the fame day. Indeed, the 
heat will not admit of a long ftay in the 
bathing cittern, though moft whoufe them 
indulge to too great an excefs. 

• 

It is cuttomary in Turkey to marry 
young boys of thirteen or fourteen to girls 
of eleven or twelve, and fometimes even 
under that age : the practice is commoa 
among all fefts of religion. They are join- 
ed together on the good faith of their pa- 
rents or relations ; for they are never per- 
mitted to fee each other before the nuptial 
night. Various tricks, it is faid, have 
been played on thefe occafionsv among the 
Greeks and Armenians : the lame, the de- 
formed^ and the blind, were often match- 
ed 
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cd to beauty and vigour. When the par- 
ties impofed on complained, the contrivers 
of their difappoimment would anfwer with 
a compliment to their beauty and good 
qualities, and a profeflion that their in- 
ducement to this fraud was only a defire 
to improve the rac6. This injury is the 
greater, as Chriftiansxannot eafily obtain 
a divorce : but at prefent, indeed, the 
Greek girls become daHy wifer, and gene- 
rally infift on a peep at a window, or in a 
room; and they are not fo fcrupulotifly 
delicate, as not to unveil to their fuitor. 
Nay, they often marry without confulting 
farther than their own inclination. 

The Turks arc more conveniently cir- 
cumftanced in regard of the matrimonial 
tie. The Grand Seignor is intirely exempt 
from it ; he claims the privilege Mahofnet 
refervcd for himfelf ; and to avoid a for- 
mal contraft of affinity, or, in the Tur* 
kifti phrafe, not to mix blood with any fa- 
mily in his empire, he has no wife, but on-* 
ly concubines. The firft of them who 
brings him a fon is called the Sultana Hafe- 
ki : Ihe is crowned with flowers, takes on 
her the prerogatives of a wife, and governs • 
in the Harem. 

, Other 



Other Turks are allowed four wives. 
They may marry, as it is. called, Kabbin ; 
that is, they appear before the tribunal of 
j&flice, declare the woman to be their wife, 
and enter into an obligation, that when- 
ever they (hall think proper to difmifs her, 
they will maintain the children, and give 
her a. certain ftipulated fum, which they 
proportion either to their circumftances, 
or to the time they judge it may be con- 
venient for them to cohabit with her. It 
isnoftaintoawomari'scharadler that (he- 
is thus put away, nor much impediment 
to her finding another hufband. 

Amongst the middling or common 
people, the fum is generally very mode- 
rate, and runs from * five thoufand to a 
hundred thoufand afpers.. 

i 

Hence you find few of this rank who 
' have more than one wife at one time ; for 
they frequently change, difmiffing one and^ 
taking another, as it is. done with little* 
trouble, and at no great expence. 

The opulent have often three or four 
wives, and perhaps many concubines ; but 

if 

♦ An hundred and twenty afpers is two flxil- 
Ibgs and fiKpehce. , 
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If they chufe to abide by the more lauda* 
ble part of the * law, and keep only two 
wives, it is equally convenient; .for they 
may alternate and change as often as the 
number will admit. 

After, divorce they may retake the 
fame woman a fecond, but not a third time, 
unlefs (he has been married to another 
hufband. No man can marry a divorced 
woman foorier than four months and a half 
^fter a total feparation from the former huf" 
band. 

The man may oblige the divorced wo- 
man to nurfe any infant (he has borne him 
till it is two years old. 

From hence we may readily account 
why few common prostitutes are to be 
found amongft the Turks : their very reli- 
gion furnifhes. them, whatever their con- 
ftitution and temper may be, with a fuper- 
abundant variety and fatiety of women. 

Whether from fuch a promifcuous 
ufe of women, or from whatever other 
caufeit mayarife, there is not that num- 
ber of children in Turkilh families which 
the idea of polygamy naturally iuggefts : 
nay, it may be affirmed, that they have: 

not, 
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not, in general, as many children as are 
found in common families of Chriftians 
or Jews. Giul Achmet, who died Pajba 
of the Morea, had the greatcft number I 
have heard of in one Turkilh family ; he 
had nineteen. Among Chriftians, I knew 
one family of twenty-one, and another of 
twenty-three children, by one mother in 
each family. 

May it not from lieace be inferred, 
that polygamy is deviating from the law of 
nature ? Is it not a ftrong prefumptive ar- 
gument to prove, that as the number of 
male and female births run almoft in equgl 
proportion ; fo to keep up a conftant order 
of population, one woman only Ihould be 
allowed to one man. 

Nay, that this fuppofcd proportion 
between the numbtr of men and wonrien'. 
holds true, may bejuftlyconcluded from 
the obvious confequen«^ of polygamy in 
Turkey ; for to what other caufe can it be 
attributed, that ihcy have not afufficient 
fupply of women for their men ? It is evi- 
dent, that throughout the vaft: extent of 
the Mahometan dominions they have it 
not, but that women ^re daily imported 
amongft them from other countries : they 
are a rtiercbandize of an exotic produAion; 

the 
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the price of which ebbs and flows, accord- 
ing to the plenty or fcarcity of the market. 

War fupplies this want by the num- 
bers of female captives it furnifhes : the 
Turks in their excurfions are very eager 
at feizing them ; and women are then 

plenty and cheap. 

» 

But what is ftrange, in time of peace 
the mere poverty and mifery erf their 
neighbours the Georgians, who are a kind 
of Chriftians, oblige that wretched people 
to furnifh fpontaneoufly their choiceft mai- 
dens to the Mahometan markets, as their 
country muft ftarve and perifh without 
that fpeciesof commerce. 

I CANNOT help obferving how the 
world has been impofed upon and amufed 
with romantic ftories of the artful and fub- 
tie amorous intrigues carried on with Tur- 
kifti ladies. It is as eafy to- fcalade the 
heaven, as to come at them : their apart- 
ments are fortrcfles, moft of them fur- 
rounded with high walls, and they have 
not a window which opens towards the 
ftreet ; their guardians are ever about 
them ; and the fecret can never be with- 
held from ten, twenty, or double that 
number of other women. They feldom 

or 
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or ever walk the ftrects but ih infancy or 
old age ; the rich are never feen : and 
were opportunities to offer, which might 
render it poflible for a Chriftian to attempt 
an intrigue with a Turkilh woman, he 
knows, that on detedtion immediate death 
is. his doom ; and that thofe who have been 
acceflary, whether by encouragement or 
connivance, (hare the fame fate. 

It is difficult to give a juft account of the 
manner in which Turks, men or women, 
fpend their time when at home. Some of 
the former, are undoubtedly ftudious, 
though moft of them feem ever bufied a- 
bout money-affairs and their perfonal inte- 
reft. When they are difpofed to enjoy 
fome relaxation or amufement among 
^hcmfelves, the diverfions are ftory-telling, 
quaint jokes, chefs or draughts, and not 
unfrequently dancers and muficians, who 
ply in. the different parts of the town for 
employment. 

If none of the company is fufficiently 
facetious to entertain the reft with that low 
ribaldry in which they chiefly delight, they 
find fome dependant, whether Greek, 
Armenian, or Jew, who adts the part. 
Thefe take their place in the middle of the 
room, on their knees, and tell their ftory, 

or 
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or repeat their joke ; whilft the grave Turk 
fmokes his pipe in the corner of the fopha, 
and comes out now and then with a fmile, 
or a dry laugh* 

Gaming they highly deteft, and look 
on a Coomerbas^ a gameftQr who plays for 
money, worfe than a common thief ; no 
being is more odious in their eyes : they, 
therefore, never touch a chefs-table, or a 
draught-board, biit for mere amufement. 

Their dancers they have from amongfl: 
the Greeks ; and what appears moft un- 
• accountablci unlefs we luppofe it arifes 
from the abfolute contempt in which they 
hold that people, is, how it happens that 
. the Turks, born in the fame clirnate-, and 
mixed fome centuries with them, have 
not yet adopted their mirth and jollity; 
and how they can hear and fee them conti- 
nually dancing and Tinging, without ftir- 
ring a leg themfelves, or joining in a cho- 
rus. Such of them as ufe the fea, are of 
neceflity mixed amongfl: fome hundreds of 
Greek mariners, who when they are on 
Ihore, or, inde.ed, on board their (hip, 
are never without mufick and dancing; 
yet a Turk is never found revelling with 
them. 

Nay, 
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Nay, the men of high, or even mid- 
dling rank among them, feem to look on 
dancing, in refpe<f\ of themfelves, as un- 
becoming the dignity of man; befitting 
only the meancft and mod abandoned of 
their fpecies : they think with the ancient 
Romans — Nemo fere faltat fobrius nifi forte 
infanit : *' No one dances^ uhlefs he is 
drunk or mad." ^ 

They therefore never fall into that ex- 
cefs, except when they are quite mad, or 
almoft dead drunk ; indeed they never are 
fo by halves ; and then they feldom fail to 
call in, at leaft, the publick dancers, 
whofe obfcene geftures prohibit a glance of 
a chafie eye. 

Their own vocal and inftrunlental mu- 
fick they have in efteem. The vocal has 
a fharp, flirill tone, as it were, through 
the nofe of the finger ; the voice is never- 
thelefs pleafing ; and with, alt the difcor- 
dancy of inftruments, there is yet forae- 
thing great and martial in the combined 
founds of the whole. 

However, no Turk of any faftiion will 
deign to touch an * inftrument ; they hire 

minftrels, 

* A well .known Greek Vati vode, er prince, of 

Moldavia^ 
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minftrels, or have women, or flaves, bred 
up for that purpofe. But what is remark- 
able, neither Italian nor French mufic, vocal 
or inftrumental, makes the leaft imprefli- 
on on them ; their organs, or their con- 
ceptions, arc not accommodated to fuch 
founds; it feems to afFe6l them like hear- 
ing an unknqjivn laiiguage. 

The women's great accornplifliments 
are finging and dancing ; the men look on 
them as congenial to the fcx ; but they 
are pradtifed in private only, iamongft 
themfelves, fimply as domeftie amufc- 
ments,' or to pafs* an idle hour. In many 
Harems^ indeed, I have hieard that they 
embroider and fpin. ' . 

Th£ Grand Seignor often diverts his 
ladies with a variety of recreations. In the 
month of May they have the great Tulip- 
feaft, which requires vaflr preparation^. 
There are in the gardens of the. Serag- 
lio large parterres of variegated tulips, 
which, on thofe days, are interrperfed with 
all kinds of finging-birds ; fhops are e- 
reded round them, and furnifhed by the 

Giand 

, Mqldavia^. obtained that dignity by playing on 
the guitarre to one Ephraim, or Ibrahim EfFpn- 
di, favourite of theOr^Bd.Seignor^s.r 



Grand Seignor with all forts of triHkets, • 
toys, and rich, ftuflfe : fome of the moft 
facetious females of his court are the (hop- 
women; he buys from all, and regales 
all his ladies : at flight the whole ipachi- 
nery is decorated with lamps, and makes 
a pieafirig profpedl even at a di'ftance 

Great men indulge their women with 
the like amufements, and on thefe occafi- 
ons of feftivity fome call in neighbouring 
Harems ; fa that, perhaps, the women pgfs 
their time more happily and agreeably than 
we imagine, or at leaft enjoy more health 
and vigour than if they had operas, plays, 
Ranelaghj Vauxhall, balls and routes, 
continually preying on their conftitutions, 
and abridging a ^ort exiftencp. 

Wine is feverely prohibited by their 
religion. Mahomet knew his fe<5taries too 
well to entruil them with the ufe of it ; for 
they are ftrangers to moderation in their 
paffions, and wine feems to have a diffe- 
rent efFejft on their conftitutioij, than on 
that of the refl: of mankind; it drives^ 
them generally to fury, fren2;y, and dif-' 
tradioH. But notwlthftanding the prohi- 
bition, the vice of drinking gains ground 
with the Turks, and impercepiably creeps 
from tlie lowt:r to the higher ftatiohs : per- 

I haps. 
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haps, in this inflance, as in many other, 
reftraint may quicken appetite and en- 
flame defire. 

Men of fomc diftindion, even thofe in 
great offices, frequently make parties of 
what they call pleafure, merely to get 
dead drunk; and after lying two or three 
days wallowing in their liquor, return 
frefh and happy to their office/ 

A Frequent requeft of fuch chrifti- 
ans as they know they can truft, is to pro- 
cure them the beft wine. Some principal 
officers, both in the Seraglio and the Porte, 
haVe fo ftrong a pafflon for it, that they 
have invented fmali leathern boxes, in 
which they convey it home without the 
privity of their truftieft fervants : and I 
have known others fill large leathern pipes 
which were pliant round their bodies, to 
carry wine furreptitioufly into the Seraglio, 
at the rifque, perhaps, of their lives. 

When it happens that towards the de- 
cline of life, religious fcruplcs have feized 
them, or that thofe in high office have ap- 
prehended the Grand Scignor might dif- 
cover them by the odour of their morning's 
draught J they frequently change their 
wine to opium^ which is eqirally intoxica- 
ting 



k 
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ting^ and perhaps atieoded with w)or&r 
confequences, both to the coiipofcal ^a^d. 
mental faculties. Some ft ill cbotimve that : 
pradtice ; but at prefent thofe aniong the 
great, who feel the fcruple ior.fciaf the dif- 
covery, rather betake thcitifelvcs tp.dif-. 
tilling ftrdng waters, .with wfaicb they irc: 
abundantly ruppli/9d)frpm ^mtandvCorfu. 
The cafuiftry >Vith; which they filcnce their 
fcruples is, that iire^ ;\vhich puriites all 
things, has, in difttllaition, deftroyed and 
diilipated the impure parts of the wine ; 
and that brandy is no where iV]»minaily inr 
trcdid ed by Mahomet, Tbu« tjicy think 
they can diftinjguifli 4way th^K^r^^ cheat 
the devil, their prophet, and; th^ SuJtjsni 

The vice of drinking wine, is^ how- 
ever, looked upon with deteftation by the 
generalitiy of Turks ; and even the uic of 
(^lum held a grei^t difpislri^ement a;def- 
pac^e praAice, Wh^ ibey wpuld de- 
preciate tlie qbara<5tcr id any t:;on6deraJble 
man who is known to chew it, they call 
him a Tiriacbi^ that is, an opium-e^t^r ; 
by which they mean,, a niiod extray^^UG^ 
and irregular. : . :, . • .. : \.: 

f. : i • '. •' ■ J .... - 

To give a diilindt detail of an objeft fp 
vaft and extenfive as the military eftablilh- 
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meoitf 1ft 'iPurkey;, is nocia fhic po^vret^i 
ahy-'tnottat ;' I doubt tvhled»errany one nwiik 

lii' their e£]ftpm ever attbni pied it. ^ 

* » , ... , . .. ^ , „ . • , 

At CcMsftantinopte ihere are on hundred 
and fisty-i^e O^^^i, or chambers, of or 
rather fotf Jinii^i^j^i MJiftinguiibed' bjr their 
nannericat oHder, '49 dttr r^gimemi^ dt^e^ 
faid:'(a4M»]tkin fit)m^^«ghc hiQI^^ ti^- ai^ 
thou&rid'^ch) but thefe kiiifer6nr cliam^ 
bersatfettever fully iwhableedJ by that dt* 
toal httnafeeri Mofl^ ihcifewhofe navies 
are enregiftered ad belonging tathein^ are 
dtlffArrfed ttil-ou^hout the l<»m^'t^, -live ^^ 
biirgheiu miked w^fh the pfiOjDife, » and fel- 
low 'diJEI^e^ trAdeS'a>n<)'[3(r0feffib^ 

m 

THBfpoli<syof Sultan Machrmit, whofe 
principal ftudy and fupii^me ob^ was hfe 
ov(^n 'Actfrity^ has imperceptibly redheiecl: 
thiailfdrAnidllh^' MV bf i^iHti^, at lisdfi: * 
thW ptii^<¥«rfdihg 'at Uonftantinopfe into ai 
ftate of^ quiet ^elxlance ai>dfQbmMSiorH . 
*••■■'' ' • 

ALL- riieft'Oiftii^, or chambers, or^- 
n4%litti^iid€<J for no mor«. t1iar> fe^ty th6u- ' 
fand, are fince that time augmented, and-- 
have at prefent, perhaps, * a hundred and 
;: \— ■ •-> 'L •;> r- /;in^ .;^ fixty 

* The number of Jaitiztries throughout the 
empire is reputed by fome to be 2 or 300,000. 
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fixty thoiiikbd men, or Tnare, bebogit%to 
them V but there are never within tjteir 
walls above eight or ten thoufand. Thefe 
fervefdr a guard to the city, arc formed 
to difcipJine accuftomed to chaftifement, 
bending to the ftrcky ftrangers to the an- 
cient fpirit of that loldiery, and are per- 
mitted no other weapon thin b iarge .taper 
club. If anycrf themihcmld be^ guilty oi 
infolfence, or attempt to be refra<^ory, hots 
immediately dtfpatched eidier to a ftooi^c 
garrifon or to riic other worldv 

The pay 4$ fma{l ; fo that (mMj.vifbo^ 
call themfelve^ of titofe ichatnbers, abnc^ 
di(c]ain it : they retttt^v^ the. psy; ind^,, 
merely to he cofifidered Jof that corpt,, 
and to enjoy its- imummtiesi; proteftion^, 
and fupQort; ,. , 

The dtttfes, or ouffoms; are, jfropferly 
fpeaking, farmed at Confl:ahtnx>ple| a:nd 
throughout the empire. The ftibjcds-of 
thofe Chriftian powers who arc under ca- 
pitulations, that is, who have treatiess 
with the Grand Scignor, pay.very low du- 
ties for goods imported from ChrifljMidoni.; 
but the Turkifh fubjefts fufficiently com- 
pra&te that dffler^n^e : tHe coders loT the 
cuftoms tha^ge them at pleafore^' acicord-^ 
ing to theit will and €a{yrice,; eighty lot ten,, 

I 3 and. 
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(XoA raoti in the hundred for whatever they 
import; 

SuLTAK Machniut, among other im- 
munities, ^granted the Janizaries an ex- 
emption from thefe duttes of importation* 
Thia has induced a furprifmg number of 
them to engage in the moil lucrative parts 
of thdr coafting-trade ; extending it. even 
to Cairo, Syria, &c. and has eledtually 
turned their martial into a commercial fpi- 
rit. Thus by promoting indjuftry, he 
hath introduced riches and hixury among 
them; fo that inajiy of .thpfe v^eterans, 
who foinwHy rcjoioed in> theconfufion^of 
.rcj[>eUton6 and! revolutions^ are:i(t preieat 
anxious for the tri;nfquijlity of govern- 
ment, for the (ake gf their owq fecurity 
rftfid eafe. 

It does not follow, liowever, but that 
the provincial Janizaries, and other orders 
of foldicryoh the ifrontier, would, at this 
day, appear as formidable in the field as 
they have ever been iat leaft there is reafon 

• to> apprehend it from their behaviour the 

•laft war... 






.The Turkifh; cavalry coofifts in a regu- 
lar body of about thirteen thoufand Spa- 
his ; thefe are divided under {11^ ftandards. 
. . The 
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. The pay. of thefe two corps of infantry 
and cavalry, as it is diftribu ted every fix 
months at Conftantinople, aniounts to two 
thoufand four hundred parfes^ of five 
hundred dollars each. 

Besides thefc,. there are the Zaims and 
Timariots, who hold feudal tenures, and 
are obliged, according, to the value, of tl^e 
feud, to appear in the field,, each with 
three or four horfemen, or more well 
mounted. and accoutred;^ Thefe are good 
troops, and exceeding numerous. 

We might add many other bodies of 
militia. There are iht Gebegys^ who have 
the care of the powder, ball, and all the 
ammunition for war : when they are com* 
plete they ihould amount to fou? thoufand 
men. 

The Topegys are the cannoneers, and 
have nothing elfe under their care but the 
cafting cannon, mortars, &c. and charging 
and levelling them : they form a body of 
two thoufand men. 

THE.bombardeers are alfo a feparate 
body, entirely employed in the praftice 
of throwing bombs* 

This 
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This Ikctch of the military force of 
the Ottoman empire .rauftfufifce for the 
prcfcut; Fince what we do know hefities, 
impeifed as it is, might fill almofl: a-vo- 
lume. I juft mention rhefe different 
corps, that I might give fome idea of the 
Turkifh power, and rticw,that in the mi- 
ll t;ary department, as in every other branch 
of government, the Turks crbferve fixed 
regulations and eftablifhed order. 

Tke police of that great city of Con- 
ftaniinopte is admirable. The Janizaries, 
I have Qbferyed, are the city^^uard : with 
fingle chibs they keep all the inhabitants in 
fubjetftion -, no riots^ no mobs,, no difor- 
ders are known in the ftreets ; ^t the leaft 
noife the d^linquentB arc fecured, confi- 
ned, and punilhed. " 

In Sultan Machmut's reign, about thir- 
teen Afiatic Turks, prompted by enthufi- 
afm, orjnfpired with tlie fumes of opium, 
raa in a body through Conftantinople, ek- 
ciutig the people with moft vocifetoi^s ex- 
clamation, and unceafing uproar, to in- 
flant rebellion, and exhorting them to raife 
their ftandard at the Hypodrome. They 
ftrack an univetfal terror through the in- 
habitants, the (hops were all ftiut at once, 
'und the outcry of a rebellion, fpread itfelf 

over 
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ovef itttfifedty. Btit ^i del^eral* €e- 
•beW "found «oa« hird^r eiiougH, ^ fiiftid- 
eatly j3ir€iJ'ft*d,t^Q j[<>!h 4liei¥i:' 1?hiar et- 

«•« ttiere «e Gredcs: Aeir andeflt^rit- 
iirofej <ir rathe*, rtieir oWn ftturft^- ***- 
&id thettU to attach the teb*. < ft*t«Al 
ohly. Wto'ilie |k)les iffhitife iWp^rted' tHe 
(httttel-s ^ <h«R- ffio*»,^c.tft^ khb<*dd* 

«11 fek^ ;^hirft tfec^bfai^<5weefcs, terti- 
fied at'thdt'vt^tci*^, -^uittedthet* inopS «cr. 
-fiieifc aft aiyjam, and » fecufi th^WirKiv^s^ 
againft theVi^f ^^tfie Uvf, 'fbV Umg^. 
as they thcnighr,, murdered the true be— 



w Si • > 



The Sultan^s^ equity, however^ fooiu 
diffipated their fearsy and puta Hop to a*- 
ny proceedings againft them.. He pub* 
liflied, under the fandion of the Mufti^. 
not only a free pardon to the Greeks, but 
full permiffion totiis fubjcftsof anycreligi-- 
on to deftroy all difturbersof the public: 
peace ; he might have added, and c^ his> 
own fecurity. 

False weights are what the civil policyf 
.]Jr<&drtt4)and punifli with the utmoft ri- ^ 

g9Uis. 
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gaur.. The Vizir hirnfelf in per/on often 
vifits the (hops : the StamboU Efftndu or 
, j^dgc of Clonftdntinople, watches them 
^i4A9(Vfly. The bakers * are the/iwjft 
ff^ijifnt vii^imsto the fe verify , of their 
jiiftife. If in apy fliojt tl\ey;fin4 l»^d 
that IS fhort of weight, they mutdt and 
bai^inade the baker for thefirft olEFence,; 
bu( this fecond or third, after a fuounary 
pirp^efs, produces a ftaple driven intQths 
jtlidjdie; ^ his ^oor^f afe, on w)iicli the of- 
fender is hanged ^ apdit is pot UQcom- 
; TBm% JiP ypu pafs tfa^ ftreetfi, la cub a* 
.g^iqft a pendam Baker's body for thre^ 
days fucceffively : it is, however,, incon- 
, ceivable^ that almoft weekly examples 
^^amipt deter thein;f£c^&aud.] 



i *. . 



J * They are moftly Armeniuit wbacjEerotfe 
this triid^. '^ 
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CHAP. XIH. 



Ohfervations on the Greeks. 



THE modern Greeks tire a near image ^ 
and refemblance of the ancient. , 
ToocrafVyandfubtle, too intriguing,* vain, . 
and vindidtive, either to fupport and main- 
tain the in tereft; reputation, and glory of 
a republic^, or tofbare with, and fubmit to ^ 
government under a monarch of their 
own ; their bu(y fpirit feems exadtly form- - 
ed and adjufted »to live no where tranquil i- 
bbt under a foreign fubjedtion; where, the ^ 
heavy »hand bf power can deprcfsthefbarr 
ing ambition of their genius,^ and curb the 
viblefnce of their paiTions;. where -fe verity 
can awe them to obedience, and if not to » 
ibcial virtue^ at. lead to fociai quiet. . 

T^tt Turks have fuflSred.them^to re- 
tain fome marks of honour, fome traces ; 
of a former fplcndor ; but thefe *are- en- 
tirely Confined to the hierardiy-'of their 
church, and to three employments of * 
profit and. dignity in civil .governnaenti' 



The former confifts in their four pa- 
triarchs, and perhaps, one hundred and 
twenty other xnetropolitati biftiops ; the 
btter in the two vay vodlick^, or principali- 
ties, of Walachia and of Moldavia ; and 
the important office of Drwoman^ or inter- 
preter of the Porte^ who is always a 
Greek, and through whofe hands all fo- 
ireign nraoiadtfons muit pafs. 

Thb Tmfo zeafoufly fuppoit the Groeki^ 
tn diefe icmaps of hooou^r 7 /^y $Lve it 
jKvqr-'&iBng founre of weakh toi tie men 
ill power ; a flure: pro&r, of whicblhey can 
avail tlicra&iveswithoutdai^er. 

WiiDEVEit could live afnong the Greeks^ 
tnd obfervfi their refined ititiigurs, their 
-eunad aatd continued centefts for tbefe 
^cfaefiailical and' cm 1 dtgnkiesi WfOiuljd fee 
m-trae pomait in mtniature pf tb^ w^ord 
JBelopoimeiian repxtblics, and a tHoft Arik-- 
ing refemblaQce of their abomkaiil^e prac- 
tices under their own emperors, from Con* 
ftantmcta ithe kftbf tbe Pai£olpgus*s« 

" .' ■ ' • ' I " ■ 

A^PiATRCAicoii of Conftantmopl^ 9i^i^ 
iptnd. amoig the 'Tmks . nfawcy or.a h^^n- 
dred thoufand dollars, to obtain t(>at. dig- 
nity. He feidom lofts above thi^ee years : 
he is, during that time, continually ftudy- 

ing 



ing to lecure himfelf <!>n his * throne. Se* 
vera! powcrftd Turks, his protestors, mult 
hare continued fees ^ he muft devour the 
dmrch to feed them ; and in his precari- 
ous fitua^ion fcctire a confidertble fum to 
pf otcft or remftate hijnfelf, after he is de- 
pofed and exiled. 

Ip he acquires this Tupreme ecclcfiafticat 
dignity by favour of the Seraglio, the mo- 
ment after his exaltation, his difappoint^d: 
advctfaries and competitors begin to un- 
dermixie him, and contrive his ruin. K- 
different whririber with truth or Mfdiood,. 
they traduce and Wacken him to the Virir ^ 
ftrengthening. and fupportittg their truth or 
calumny with a powerful prefent.. 

It the Poite ^tromzes him, andhehas^ 
obtained the Virir^aproteClibn, then tiiey 
apply to the Seraglio, and attack hrm there 
with the fame arms. 

Or if they have onfy the fame camrl 
through which the patriarch obtained hts 
advancement, from; that nibment, (hejr 
are daify ftggcfttng he# cailfes for Wi de- 
pofition, 

* The Greeks call it thePafriarchalThroneV 
and they addrefa him by the title /Igktate^ or, 
Mofi Hoiyi 



Di FFERtiTT fa£lions, . which continuat- 
ly exift among the Greeks, unite together 
toef{edt hisTuin, and joiatly contribtite to 
fuppoct th& expence of thefe intrigues.; 
andoften perfonal hate or family enmity, 
.but moft . commonly , interefted view& ce- 
ment the union. . 

The * Metropolitans,' who generally- re- 
. fide at Conftantinople, , exert all theic art 
to ciccum^rent each other ; , make ufe of 
.every moment^ and employ ^every , means, 
to depofe. a patriarchy, or. to get them- 
felvejs promoted .to a better bi(hoprick 4 
and car(3 not who they\ diilrefs or ruin, 
providedx they^fucceed.. 

Hence there ai« continually fome of 
.them' in exile*. Sometimes the inan whpfe 
money, has. bad fufScient - influence with 
■fome ppwerfuL 'Xnxk to procure his ene- 
my's profcription, is himfelf in the fame 
cafe the next day ; for another Turk of 
fuperior weight, and aduated by the&me 
motive, finds out .and afFords the baniik- 
ed man the eafy meaos of jretaliation : in 
.ihptt,. thefe tcclefiaftics are. a cpnftant lu- 
crative game in the hands of the Turks, 
which they take care to play ib ^artfully 
that It never ends. . . 

AAIetro- 



• 

A Me^rgpoli 't a K had fi^ed his eye on 
ao ^^b](h9{>rick,' whieh be w^ determn 
ncd to have at any price. Di^ring the life 
of thearchbUhop^^all his attempts wece in 
vain;, though, in good tcufh,. the archbi- 
:fl)opvs <$hara£ker was fqch^ as might furniih 
abup^fljt reafons even fori a Turk to de- 
pofc him. 

• At length the archbtihop had aparaly* 
tic ftr^e; he dropt fuddenly down, and 
Mi^s Ibotight dead/ Preparations were 
made for his funeraK The grand oeremo- 
ny iatofeat the .dead' prelate in^ his pontifi- 
cal throne, drefled in his pontifical robes*; 
while he thus fits in date, two chaplains 
attend at the dpor of the room, where all 
of the Qreek religion are admitted to pay 
tiieif ijadt dtity t4> him, and to kifs hi^ 
:hand:^^y (mi^ it a mferitorioas a(ft,ra 
kindiof religious duty. 

ThB' time^ allotted- for this ceremony 
.wa^el^ed, di9 moment approaclied for 
hii$ lAteroient^ ti)e<^)fiin lay at the ikie. cf 
hisjj^rorie, with d|l;«he requiikes for final- 
ly ctefing it up,-^hen fome of the prinet- 
pal men apiongft the . Gre^eks who. could 
not attend before, earneftly prefled his two 
chaplains for: i adfl^tan^e into the i^oom, 
but^cyff^ tpldrit was then to late. They 
; V prefilled, 
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prefixed, bowev^r; In tbeir'risqtt^ftf; <ind' 
though the \xCml hour was p^. fifth wia 
the importaiHse of thefe f>fou8 vtfito*-*, rife 
chaplains da'fed iiot refiife. Om ^f diaitr 
advanced hatbtt tl)e company > ^tid^^ite 
fppTKbadv^dy riie «ifchb)(hdp ^»ed: hls^ 
eyes, ^ifed cftit ft>t a |;lttf6 of 'water^ a^ftd, 
aikedy what meant that difmai appai^^- 
tus of the coffin? Surprize and aftonifti*^ 
itient lei^ed prieft and fe6p\ti xhty ran 
out <^ the room in antoze: cthe xJthdr 
<:hapl^in, after fome hefiedtidn, boMlr^- 
"ventiu^d, crofe m hifidy tA dpprikchKtae 
afchtsilhopj admmifteifed ©d'hitewaft t%i attd- 
fatisfiied hisenqpQiry. 



I 



D0KtN<5 the intervai iri wiaicte <h^ re- 
port of the ardhbifliopts dearth ^p^eva/il^, 
the Meti<&poJ4l«n applied W the fldV^ d['Wt 
Kfpfr'^g^^'itid''^fkri& lb pay ' HJifn' dd«rh 
immediately fii^ thdtifand.^iquins for ifbe 
archbiflioprick. All waa agreed on, the: 
ittoney was pftid, alb* th^f- comrhaftd firom 
the Porto, wbirft if: ttei^Co*igfex4* ^t«,, 
"Was t*^ be imm£idiat6t]f mkle'5^j.> A^ €eew 

T^iihuP^ii ^bf, Biiw^'feiiflg' fefbughe «6 ttoe 
-fy^trdpoKtk thttt thfe wcWriftiop :#aiS'\ i^- 
cbViered, iafidi g^iNre, 4^ wemifif*afte to^ttas 
flavc, and b^gged^ foi^ bis mtJney ^gafor- 
bat l!he flaV* told:*litt Wfth^ gmve,«tal 
c^Hhpofed m€in,.'tf: 'Pi^as ^fe'JbftM thli^ 
f - • . whether 



! 



t 185 3 

whether he paid it then, or fome time af- 
ter, for the archbifhop could not live long; 
counfeiled him to remain quiet; and pro- 
mifcd, that although he would in. the 
mean time Ifcep the money, the Metropo- 
litan might look upon himfelf as heir ap- 
parent to the archbiihoprick. The Black, 
his flave, and dependants, fell a (acrifice 
to the publick two months after the arch- 
bifhop's refurredtion, who lived, however,- 
twc yea-s afi^ to laugh at the folly of 
his p^udo-fuGceiTor, who, in fad, never 
fuccecded. 

BoT ' the arts, pradices, and intrigues 
among the clergy are trifling, when corn- 
pared witi) the exient and profandity, the 
laisour, toil, and f)erfeverancc of thofe 
carried on among the pretenders to the^ 
Vay vodlicks of Walachia and Moldavia ; 
they ranfack heaven and earth for means 
to deftroy each other. 

There are always, when two are in 
po\ycr, two or three of the depofed who 
are endeavouring to be re-inftated ; they 
ipare no coil; they have the purfes ready 
of many expectants, as well as of their 
own dependants, who have (hared the 
|)hrnderof thofe countries with them be- 
fore J or if that is not fufficient, they pto- 

mife 



- 
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mife the Aim required, which , they may 
fecurely do^ for when once they are named, 
they find money at twenty-four for the 
. hundred intereft, altho* It often happens " 
that the principal is never repaid. 

It has been known that they have dlf- 
burfed, at the moment of taking poflef- 
fioo, from * fifteen hundred to two thou- 
fand puffes of money to the Porie. 

The intrigues they carry on have been 
fo deep and dangerous, that they have coft 
many, even opulent, Greeks their lives* 
which they l>ave miferably finilhed in a 
' halter at their own doors. A Frank re- 
fiding at Conftantinople, 'who threw him- 
lelf as a dependant on a depofed Vay wode, 
and who thought himfelf fufficiently ^ro- 
tefted, ventured to fend a fcheme to his 
correfpondeht in Moldavia for exciting that 
people to rebel againft the Vay wode in 
poffeflion, accompanying it with fevere re- 
flexions "bn the Turkilh government ; he 
fent it by what he efteemed the fecurefl: 
conveyance. His letter, notwithftanding 
his precaution, was intercepted, and he 
loft his head near the Seraglio : no foUici- 
tations could fa ve him. 

♦ Ninety-three to an . hundred; and twenty 
thoufand pounds. 
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The reVenues of thefe principalities are 
racked to an inconceivable height. The 
princes juftify that oppreflion by the con- 
ftant demand from the Porte : their purfcs 
muft be ever opened, or they are inftantly 
depofed, Thofe of Walachia are faid to 
amount to three thoufand purfes the year, 
but mod people think it nearer four. 
Moldavia is faid to produce feventeen hun- 
dred purfes ; but is eftimated nearer two 
thoufand five hundred. 

The contrail obfervablc between the 
behaviour of thcfe mock princes in power, 
and out of it, (hews the degeneracy of 
the Greek charaAer in a moft glaring light. 
Oflentatlous pride, empty vanity, con- 
temptuous infolence, adts of tyranny and 
oppreflion, attend their profperity: De- 
posed, you fee them deje^ed, pliant, baie^ 
frovcliiig, even to moft abjcdt fervility. 
have known them carried before the 
Siambole Effendi^ or judge of Conftantino- 
pie, for debt, and deny their own hand* 
writing. 

Thev are feldorti depofed without im- 
prifonment or exiled and being ftripped of 
a large, fiim ; but when they throw forth 
more of their ill-gotten wealth intoTurkifli 

bofoms, 
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bofoms, they appear again at large; and, 
•often, focKi after remount the thnoiire. . 

Whatever arrts and fciences, what- 
ever virtues might have been found ill an- 
,oient times among the Greek republicans, 
feem to have been obfcured or totally loft, 
.under their emperor. The prefent Greeks 
have not a traceof them rer^daining. Their 
fMcient language, or the literal Greek, as 
they call it, is a dead language : when they 
do underftand it, they have learned it at 
ichooh 

: The art of healing, fo neteflary to the 

human fpecies, Co much cultivatied, and 

fo highly honoured in ancient Greece, 

feems to be no farther confldered among 

.the prefent race than as one of the fatreft 

means of introducing themfelvea Vo the 

favour of Turks in power, and a fpecies 

of' traffic* by which they ipay with njoft 

-probability expeA to advance riieir foi:tune: 

4be reft of them are ftrangers, I fear, as 

hiuch to the integrity, as to the abilities, 

of their great countryman Hippocrates. 

Among the inanjf prafftjtioijer;? in phy- 
/ick at Conftantinople, -are forae few of 
the Gre^s who have ftudied at Fadua wiHi 
tolerable fuccefs i but the greater number 

are 
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are abfokitely ignorMt of thte- firdf prinici-' 
pies of the- art : they have moft ftf theim . 
taken no other degree than what is con- 
ferred on them by the mere fiat of the 
JEcbim Pajbij or chief phyfician to the> 
Grand Selgnon This tb^y obtain for a; 
(ttAW fee: it authoi'i^ies them to open a^ 
(Ibp ; and thus qualified, they think : 
themfelves avowedly privileged to fport 
with the lives and purfesof their unfortu-" 
nate patients. Shops are"the diploma to 
practice ; the (ale of drugs, gocdter bad, 
rtiift . furnffli theni with fubfiftence ; for 
the Turks iarc ftraHgers t* giving fees, 
excepting to phyfidans under arnbafladorial 
protedliony lEind, who have no (bops : even 
then their fees are beftowed very fparing* 

ly: ^ 

• lit 

- A Greek pHyfi<fitoof feme nbte find** 
iQg bWnfeff'in atiftieof pefHlence, unable^ 
to retreat vnt6 the country for wjant of mo- 
ney,' fet h\t wits to* work how to provide* 
ie: they .are fertile in refource on fuch oc-- 
cafions. A Turk of -high* rank' and great 
op»leflfiehad an only ion,- who bappcned: 
Juftat that time to have a flight indifpofiw 
tion, occafioned by the eruption of a great 
boiJ; The Db£tor, ^vorktiiig oil paternal 
tendernefs and paternal fear, /oon pcn^* 
fttaddd fhe father it was tlie plague, tbo* 

he 
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he hoped of thelefs pnalignarit kiaU. The 
father, alarmed^ intreated and conjured 
him to undertake h^ cure. The phyfician, 
appearing to be fcized with horrid appre- 
henfions, hefitated, doubted, and at lait 
tdd hiTTif that he knew but one pofTible 
method to enfure fuC^^fs, which was by 
adminiftring the Bezoa? Hone, if he could 
by any ways a^id meaiis procure it ; for 
that it was extremely difficult to be found, 
and exceffively dear\ The father preiled, 
iptreatedy conjured, that he would obtain 
one at aiiy rate, . The phyfician feigning 
great anxiety and perplexity where,. and 
how to find it, left him with Teeming def- 
pair of fuccefs; pretending to go and feek 
tor it.: he returned, 4ts if he had miracu* 
loufly found one, though he had it in his 
pocket before. He had purchafed it for 
ten (hillings, but he dem^nd^ of the Turk 
twenty-rfiye pounds as the; loweft price, 
and jt was paid him. iThe ciire fucceed- 
ed, and the phyfician retired to the coun- 
try, boaftingof his great abilities, which 
had fif pplied hi^ i^nn^ediate neceflity by fp 
ingeni<>us, and, as he thought, laiidable 
aii.expedient. 

Another phyfician, pf more^minepce 
in his time, gave out, that he could at all 
times pommand pregnancy in\yiomea l^ 

. : ' an 
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aninfailible arcanum ; that though he had 
made the difcovery with great ftudy and 
expencc, he would not conceal it ; for as 
no other phyficians had it in their (hops, 
he was the only one could fupply the af- 
flided with it-, that, in Ihort, it was Am- 
ply pure lion's urine. Buyers flocked to 
him i. he prepared his own urine, and fold 
it at an extravagant rate. If complaints 
were brought him that the medicine did 
hot futceed, the excufe was at hand ; il 
was always fome fault either in the time 
or manner of adminiftring his medicine : 
he knew that with, women he could not be 
admitted to corred cither. 

Anv common fervant to a phyfician of 
any tolerable reputation, after a few years 
fervice, were it only, in beating at the mor- 
tar, or even in carrying about drugs, 
thinks himfeif fufficicntly Ikilled in the 
medical art to (land on his own bottom, 
and killed by diploma. 

I HAVE known a Greek of great emi- 
nence and praAice much favoured by a 
Vizir ; yet this DoAor could not write. 

The Armenians, with feeming ponde- 
rous flupidity in their countenance and 
make, are yet, as to all animal wants, a^i/ 

fubtlc 
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fubtle : and deiigning a people as the 
Greelcs, 

They are reckoned the beft grooms in 
Turkey; and by the care they take of a, 
horfe, feem to haye fomething in their na* 
ture congenial with that animal. One of 
them, who had ferved many years in that 
capacity, advanced his ftation by being 
admitted as a menial houfliold fervant to 
a private gentleman. His matter fell into 
a languor^ and though long attended by an 
able phyfician, died. 

After his death, the Armenian, dif- 
daining fervitude^ fet up for a phyfi- 
cian. • 
, , ' '■ » - • . 
He was obfervcd one day going to a 
Turk of great, diftinfltian, attended by. 
feveral fervants, and treated with uncom- 
mon refped:. The queftion being alked 
who he was, it was anfwcrcd, An eminent 
Armenian phyfician. 

SoEMB time a£ter^ one who knew hip^ 
cxpoftulated 5 with him oa.hi& infoleqce 
and temerity ; and afked him, ^ where, 
and by what .means be could fancy he 
bad learned phyfic:? how he d^rid ex* 
4>Qfe bis own lifcji whicfe wpuld .b^ for- 
feited. 
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feited, the firfl Turk his ignorance fliould 
kill? 

He anfwered, he had fufficiently learn- 
ed ^bat art from the phyfician who for- 
merly attended his maftef; and who he 
was certain adminiflred medicines with 
great caution ; that as he had obferved his 
mailer, in moft diforders, occafioned by 
colds, had made ufe of warm punch, of 
which the Po£tor alio ufually partook^ he 
had, for that reaibn, conceivra a high opi« 
nion of it, had tried it on himfelf wuh 
fuccefs; and therefore, . he limited hispre- 
fcription to that medicine only ; and as it 
was exceedingly agreeable aiid palatable 
to the great men who'empJQyed:him,/and 
generally fuccefsful^ he was.aroply reward- 
ed for it, 

'TtiE city of Conilantinople a^lually 
Iwarms with fuch wretches, or ratlter, in- 
deed, worfe: they are, it is thought, in- 
creafed within thefe forty years to above a 
thoufand. 

If the modern Greeks are almoft ftran- 
gers to the virtues, or to all arts and learn- 
ing of the ancients, they have furprifingly 
retained their levity. Without the lealt 
knowledge of Homf r, Ai acreon, or Theo- 

K critus. 
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critus, they abound in poetry, fuch as it 
is, love-longs, ballads, and pailorals ; 
tMey are eternally fioging or dancing. 

They have carefully prcfcrved the Cre- 
tan Lyre, and Pan's pipe, the feptem im-^ 
paribus calamis^ " feven unequal reeds," 
and alfo the pipe of the Arcadian Sbejp- 
herds. » 

They ftiU ufe the ancient long dance 
led by one perfbn, either with women 
alone, or intermixed with men and women, 
called by pre-eminence the Romeika^ . or 
Greek dance. 

r r . 

They have alfo the manly martial Pyr- 
rhic dance, and thofe molt obfcene infa- 
mous love*dances, accompanied with the 
lohici Motus^ ofTenfive to all modelly and 
decency. 
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CHAR XIV. 



On the religion of th 'Greeks . 

BEFORE I difraife.thc Greeks, I ftaH 
take fome notice <of the ilate of re* 
ligion amoi^ tbem, and produce Tome 
fa£ts to illuftrate what I advance. 

The name of Chriftian, which they 
profefs,' with great conflancy, under the 
oppreifion of Turkifh government, haB 
induced us to commiferate their fufFerings; 
while their abhorrence of popery, and the 
imremitting hate with which they are per- 
fecuted by the Romanifls, has recom- 
mended them toProteftants of every de* 
nomination $ and has perfuaded us, that 
dieir religion has a refpe^able (hare of 
purity both in its dodtrines and .prac- 
tice. 

. About the time of the Reformation, 
and more efpeciallyJn the reign of James 
I. even thofe inclined to Puritanifm enter- 
tained a favourable opinion of the Greek 
church, Cyrillus Lucaris, patriarch <£ 

K % Con- 
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Conftantinople, had almofl perfuaded arch- 
bifhop Abbot, that his dodrines did not 
differ from perfed (J^alviniim, The pa- 
triarch meaftt fiD more by this, than to 
obtain the favour of the Englifli court, and 
the proteAion of theif ^mbaffii^lor nt Con- 
llantinople ; fuppofirJg it the mbft proba- 
ble means^ of fecijring hi.mfelf from , tijg, 
vrolen t perfectttion ^'raifed d|a&ft 4iint ; "" 
the iwintftcfs df ' ^thii ^^ormrt -Ckihi 
powers, wTib, attlijat tim^, t^iih-jihiethtift 
afliduous aftiviry,- arid -at a^prodtg^oiis^di^- 
pence, in fupport of their own miffionaries, 
attempted the fijbvwfioh' of tfee <JVi?ek 
church^; but it ttttfft be %ckrtd^lcd^,» 
tfrat heg^ea-veqr ftllfe ateoutit df;tts^afti 

llglOD. 
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It rs with ^at tdiidtane^ th^tl^iie^ 
peat the meiancholy truth, but it is the 
truth, the .Gte^k^, frke fome bther ftitfts of 
ChrHlfens, have entirely negleCti^ tty'ail- 
tivate the genurne'pitifticedf.true.rc%?C)ii:' 
they Xeem to have forgotten th6fe .real, 
and perhaps, only terms, on which ntof^ 
tals can render themfelves acceptable to the 
Deity; that purity bf mamiefi, bmtfierly 
love, forgivenefs of injuries, juftice in^our 
dealings, pd thofe other Chtiftmnt 'duties 
every wHete' inculcated in the g(i^pel op 
Chrift ; while the naitre of religion is {oh-- 



• [ rigS ] 

Jy tppfopfiated to the firm belief' of cer- 
tain myft^]rie$, and the regular practice of 
various external afts of humiliation and 
wbrfliip, with a ftrift obfervance of many 
^uftere fads and rigoroiis mortiEcatipfiS, 
whiqh at beft caa be ooly attended as the 
4iiean6 t^^which to facilitate our Sipproach 
-to prai£\ical Chrifliao perfc(^ion. 

H^HCK it is, that the Greeks Teem to 
li^ok on the eternal laws of focial and mo- 
ral, virtue as the (hadow only, and the 
arbitf^ry injuni^ions of their qburc;h, a$ 
tb<^ very efienqer of Chriflianity ; and they 
thmk tacpmpound for ihd total negk^cf 
the firft, by a rigid obfervSace cf the lat- 
ter ; infomuch that a Qreek of the mod 
^pravedmaafiers w^uld fu^erali^oft aiiy 
(uii?g, fqoiierr thau break a f eijgioii? faft : 
tile Ara^nians, indeed, furpafs, them in 
the number and aufteri^y cf thefe faftsj 
a^ndtn theftridnefs of theif abi^iofeiioe, 

• ALTtKHiQH- the Iqve of mQ{)iey is nol 
teft preiJomifHiapt with tbeGr^eek^ rfiaift wiiH 
iheTutks, yet tbei> piwfes a«e: ^ver <)pen 
for the fijpport of tlie.ecelefiafti^aj: digwyst 
the buiMing and. decor.ation of •, th^is 
churiebpj?,.. aod the; mai^teflwc^ of, tbw 
daiaift ifh the ^awlugye. p«fiMfiW[ :q6 tbtf 
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holy places in Paleftine, againft tfic Ro- 
maniils, who make the like claim. 

At the ^cceflion of Su-ltan Muftapha, 
their prcfent emperor, the Greek churches 
wercina ruinous condition; one of them 
had been almoft entirely burnt 'down ? the 
lyiahommedan law does not permit new 
churches to be ereded ; .even large repairs 
are prohibited. On rfie birth of tfie Sul- 
tan's firft child, the Vizir fuggeftcd to his 
Sovereign wh^t kind of favours he (hould 
d>nfer on his different fubjeftsi during' 
the ten days appointed for the rejoicings oh 
that great event, fo important to the peace 
iof the empire. Amongft others he m.en*^ 
tioned, as a moft acceptable indulgence to 
the Greeks, a permiffion to repair that 
church which the fire had almoft ddftroy- 
ed : he durft not a(k leave to rebuild it, 
though there was fcarce a wall ftanding; 
The Grand Seignior eondefcended to grant 
them the ten days for that repair. No 
fooner was this known, but every Greek 
tnafon and labourer quitted all his other 
work, and flew to contribute bis alliftance 
At the church : two or three thoufand men 
conftantly relieving each other, the whole 
Was accomplifhed, and the church rebuilt,- 
in lefs time than ^was allowed for the repair^ 
md that withgut any one difburfmg a fix- 
pence. 
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pence. vThc only reward the workmen 
received for their indefatigable labour was 
confcious merit, and' the priefts bleffings; 
Let this fuffice for an inftance of their 
zeal. 

I WOULD wi(h to throw a veil over the 
fcandalous contentions which have beeri 
carried oh between the Greeks and Roma- 
nifts on account of Bethlehem, and the 
Holy-Land, as it is called: the iniquitoua- 
proceedings attending them are fo enor- 
mous, as (hamefully todifgrace thcChrif- 
tian nanie. The ambaffador who protcAs- 
the intertft of the Romilh religion^ be- 
comes, on thefe occafions, notwithftand-*- 
inghis high dignity, a real objeft of com*^ 
pafTion* 

- !mm£NS£ fums are raifed in all ihe« 
countries of the RomiQi perfuafion, to 
fupport them againft the Greeks, in their 
pretenfions to a fpot of ground which 
they fancy facred; and to preferve in 
the hands of popi(h monks and friars the. 
remains of an old ft able at Bethlehem,^ 
where a chapel is built,. and in which oa 
the authority of an uncertain oral tradition 
they fuppofe Chrift was born ; and aifo a. 
fepulchre, which may, but moft probably 
may not, be what they call it, his jTepuI- 

' * chre : 
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cbre : the exa£t fitoiationa of both places, 
areat prefint as unknown^ as that of Jut 
lius Caefar^d urn; 

Why the princes of Chriftendom will 
fufFcr their countries to be dcfpoiled of fo 
jcnuch wealth, and permit it to be paid on 
this account, as a tribute into the hands of 
the Txirks, is hardly conceivable ; and 
why no angel has flown, or fwam, acrofs 
^ Tea with this fepuicbre, or this man-* 
ger, as with the houfe at Loretto, is yet a 
gtteat^r wonder. Princes, it floould feem^ 
ft ill pei;mit this tribute to be p^id to the 
Turks, becaufe they have thought it bcft 
to leave this buiinefs as they found it ; and 
not chufing to meddle with what are called 
religious matters, fuffer the clergy to gor 
ftilj on with the fame practices as prevail- 
ed: in the tiroes of the darkcfl^ "ZTSi^z::,:'^ 

and thd moft extravagant fuperftftion/ At 
prefent, few or no pilgrims of the Romifli 
perfuafidn refort to thefe places of d«vo- 
rion. So that the moft probable reafbns to 
be afligAed for the attachment of their 
dei-gy to the pofleffion of them are, that 
it occafiofts much money to pafe thro* their 
hands, and that* rb^ords a maintenance 
for about an hundred and fixty idle monks 
and friars who are diftributed about that 
country.. 

In 
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In the €onteft between the Greeks and 
Romanifts fot the right po&Skng the eha* 
pel at Bethlehem, and the ftable treaXurcs 
have been expended by both parties, to the 
great enaoiument cf the Turks, who take 
care, from time to time, to fpiric up the 
difpute, giving fentcnce fomctime$ in fa- 
vour of the one, and fometimea of the o- 
tber. Under Ragib Pa/ha's government, 
it was finally determined in favour of the 
Greeks, at an expense equivalent at.leaft 
to 10,000 1. fterling. - . . 

The Holy Sepulchre baa been, and ftill 
is, as great an objedt of contention be- 
tween them and a prooigious annual ex- 
pence to both. 

But what is worfe, the Turks know- 

ing the frcheii 5nd obftlnacy of tnefe con- 
tending parties, find numberlefe other pre- 
tences to pillage their wealth. The cara- 
van for Mecca paflcs near Jerufalem. 
When it approaches that holy city, the 
Emir Hadge erther enters in perfbn, or 
fends a mefiage to demand a lone from the 
Greek and Romiih convents ; or perhaps^ 
on fome pretence of light, to exa^ a fum 
of monqTj itc, or 30,000!. fterling from 
each party : they diare not refofe. If it be 
a lone, it is never repaid 5 if on a pretence? 

of 
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of right, be it ever fo ground lefs, the 
fum is irrecoveraby loft, and never heard 
of more. 

The Greeks behave with much pru- 
dence on thefe occafions ; they ftifle their- 
complaints, bear the ]ofs,,and immediate^ 
ly replenilh the fund, that they may again 
be in a condition to combat the Pajbas and 
the Romanifts : they would even fell their 
children rather than permit the latter ta 
triumph over them. 



The ambaflador, whofe peculiar charge 
it is to proteft the Romanifts, wears out 
his very foul in fruitlefs application at the 
Porte to recover the fum of which his con- . 
vent has been ftripped. With much dif- 
ficulty he may obtain the Sultan's com- 
mancf in his favour, that is, an ofdtr fbr 
reimburfement ; but it procures him no 
money; and what is more vexatious, he 
is frequently impofed on, by the mifrepre- 
fentations and downright falfities of thefe 
pr.iefts and. monks eftablifhed in Paleftine^ 
who are continually peftering him with 
flanderous accufationa againft the Greeks i 
he is officially bound to fupporttbem). 
and after fuflering; in bis credit at the 
Turkifli court, by.themortiftcations^he is. 
obliged paffively to bear, when thefe -^ilfi^; 
, ' tiefe 
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tres are dctcftcd ; be is, neverthelefs, re- 
'^'fted at Rome by the whole body of clcr- 
gy, as a lukewarm CbrilliaD, and an un*- 
fkilfql politician. 

The Greek lyftem of religious opinions 
and their mode of worfhip, is pretty ge- 
nerally known. They agree with theRo*- 
maqifts in thd main points of the doftrine 
of the corporeal prefence, their vcrieratioii 
for faints, land the adoration they pay to 
the Virgin Mary; in their image^worfliip 
they dijfFer : they honour paintings, but 
allow of no fculptare. The proceflion of 
the Holy Ghoft is another, and moft im- 
portant article of diflenfion; they hold it 
is from the Father only. And, -they fcotf 
at the pope's pretenfions to infallibility, 
ttd at his-el^f .'Tj t^fce-fi^preme^^ head of the 
univerfal * Chriftian church. Their clergy 
give no previous difpenfation for the omiC- 
fion of any religious duty, but referve 
the abfolution of all tranfgreffions and fiiis 
till after they are committed. 

Absurd and fuperftitious pradlices 
abound among them, and frequent abufes 
happen, the natural concomitants of un- 
Jtiforraed-credulity, not peculiar to the 
Creeks only : one of a fmgular nature was 
carried on a few years ago, by a C^Jcysroi 

or 
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m monk. He had forae years before been 
noted for his iir^ukr and profligate li^ 
and had been in tbeg^Uiesat Conftai^tinor 
pic. On being rcleafed, he affcilp4 an 
extraordinary degree of fandity, and en- 
tbuiiaftic fita of devotion. If be did not 
lay claim to the higher gifts pfmicapur 
Jous jpowers, he at leaft pretended to have 
celeflial eomtxiunicatioDfi^ and to . be enr 
dowed with the peculiar grace of enfaring 
to ancient wooaen^ happinefs in the world 
to comet and to the young aiKl middle- 
aged wom^n,, the hap|)iiBe& of this worlds 
children. Barrennefa is looked upon in 
Turkey as a ^urfe : women who beat no 
children are hardly treated with common 
civility^ the ipvereign good and honour 
therefore of ^very married woman in th« 
countrv.^ ig lo.b? S g)Gd brccdcF. Th€ 
hope of becoming mothers, it may of 
coturfe be imagined,, led (hoals of unhap* 
py females to the new faint ; the privireged 
difpenfeE of pregnancy. 

« « • 

He eftabliftied himfelf at Caterlee, a 
village in Afia, to which you pafeby water 
in a few hours from Conftantinople •, his 
emiflfaries were difpenfed through all the 
neigbkoiirlliood^ and wherever they went^ 
fpreadi the fame bf hie .£ui£lny - add Mi 
roacvtibtts giftm Deyoteea Becked to 

him : 



him : it was ^eckotied ftit ^iglittnoiifend 
tt^omen, of different ageis, r^n, iti a (hart 
tirtie, to participate' d[ fuch defirabld 
graces. The faint ^t» a ftoitt ftirtt, of d 
middle ags, and never failed to fend away 
hisfeftiate votaries pierfe<S^Iy edified. > 

SoM* men 4it length vifited him, and 
feemingly approved his proceedings j not 
that they really believed in his pretenfions 
tofanftity, but becaufc they would not, 
by publiftiing their fufpicions, caft the 
leaft ihadow of injury on the charafter of 
their women. They wiftied the fterility of 
their wfves removed, but they apprehend- 
ed the means might be difagreeable to 
themfelves. The journey was pleafant, 
the paflage by water convenient, and other 
adventures might <:o-9per8te with the faint's 
fpiritual endeavours. Hints of this were 
given to the Turks, who foon made this 
impoftor decamp. He was not heard of 
afterwards. He did not, however, quit 
his vocation empty-handed ; for the con- 
ditions of approaching him was the pur- 
chafe of a confecrated wax-taper, befides 
a free-gift ; in both which articles, religi- 
ous zeal, and the defire of becoming mo- 
thers, had engaged the good women to pay 

moft generoufly. 

The 
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The Gtttk religion^ I am, however, 
told, is better ftipported, and maintained 
with greater purity, on its primitive foun- 
dation in other cpuntries where it is profeft, 
undiflurbed by Mahommedans or Roma* 
nifts. Nor would I be thought to mean, 
that there are no felf-denying Metropolis 
tanSy and other honed me% even amongft 
thofe in Turkey. 



FIN! S. 
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